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If it bleeds, it leads _ 


MOROZ / ross@vueweekly.com 
n March of 2006, our city’s newsmedia reported on the beating death of 35- 
| Rae Stefan Conley on an ETS bus with characteristic restraint and 
integrity. 

Apparently, Conley was minding his own business at the back of the bus when 
four teenagers kicked, punched and stomped him to death. Conley’s attackers 
were presented as youths gone wild, and the implication that the supposedly ran- 
dom and unprovoked attack was some kind of gang initiation was floated. 

Public outcry ensued. A petition was circulated by Conley’s friends in an 
attempt revoke the bail granted to the teens. Politicians of all stripes crowed 
loudly for harsh punishment and heavy jail time. Local papers fed the fire by 
publishing tear-jerking interviews with Conley’s family indicting that he was a 
“great guy” and “not aggressive.” 

Compelling stuff, to be sure, and it probably sold a hell of a lot of newspa- 
pers. Too bad it’s all turning out to be bullshit. 

As a preliminary hearing into Conley’s death wrapped up this week, a very 
different picture of the events is emerging. According to several witnesses on 
the bus, the four boys were discussing their taste in music with each other 
when a drunken Conley butted in and began to argue with the teens. 

One of the boys made a vulgar gesture, inciting Conley to attack the teen, 
grabbing him by his jacket. The other teens began to punch Conley in the face, 
beating him for about 10 seconds and stopping when Conley released their 
friend. The group then exited the bus, giving the bloodied Conley one last 
shove as they got off. No witnesses report any kicking or stomping. So much 
for getting the facts straight. 

To be clear, | am certainly not suggesting that the beating Conley received 
was deserved or warranted. Nor I am necessarily saying that the accused 
teens should not face charges of some kind. These are complicated issues, and 
wiser people than I (you know, judges) will make those decisions. 

What is clear, however, is Edmonton’s news outlets’ rush to sensationalize 
this story and to vilify the accused at the expense of the facts. This yellow jour- 
nalism jeopardized the defendants’ right to a fair trial, to say nothing of the 
doubt cast on every “youth justice” story the papers have breathlessly splashed 
across their front pages since. 

But, hey, we wouldn’t want a little thing like the truth get in the way of a 
good story, would we? vw 
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BE THe POST CHRISTMAS COLD SNAP 


‘Trudeau-lite’ to run in Montréal 
‘POSTER BOY’ REFUSES T0 COMMENT, BUT ‘HIS SECRET'S OUT 


ROSS MOROZ / ross@vuewsekly.com 

ustin Trudeau is about to enter 

federal politics—well, according 

to everyone but him, that is. 

While the 35-year-old school 
teacher and academic is remaining 
coy about his intentions, a report 
published in Montréal’s French-lan- 
guage daily La Presse on Tue, Jan 9, 
claims that the eldest son of former 
Prime Minister Pierre Elliot Trudeau 
is planning on running as a Liberal 
candidate in the next federal elec- 
tion in Outremont, a riding located 
in the centre of the Island of Mon- 
tréal that is home to wealthy Fran- 
cophone families and a sizeable 
Jewish community. 

Outremont is considered to be an 
extremely “safe” riding for the 
party—since its creation in 1933, the 
Liberals have failed to win the seat 
only once, in 1988—and the area’s 
current MP, former Transport Minis- 
ter Jean Lapierre, has indicated that 
he does not plan to run in the next 
election. 


DESPITE HIS DENIALS ana deflections 


(“I have no comment to make at this 


SIPOUTICS fag 


time,” Trudeau wrote in an email to 
the Montréal Gazette), the increasing 
likelihood of Trudeau's entrance into 
the House of Commons has set polit- 
ical pundits and journalists abuzz. A 
recent article in Maclean's magazine 
headlined “His Secret's Out” claims 
that Trudeau hinted in an interview 
that he would make an announce- 
ment regarding his future in politics 
sometime after Christmas, while a 
close friend of the supposed star 
candidate reportedly told the maga- 
zine “Off the record, | think he's 
pretty much there.” 

In spite of this excitement, how- 
ever, reports have also indicated that 
long-time Liberal organizers in the 
riding are less-than-keen on the idea 
of supporting Trudeau's candidacy, 
pointing out that Trudeau has little 
political experience and only recent- 
ly bought a membership in the party. 

“Some people are saying, ‘if you 
think I am going to lift a finger to 
help a poster boy, you are wrong,” 
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an unnamed high-ranking Libera 
told the Montréal Gazette. 

“He has to do his homework, 
another anonymous source said. "A' 
the convention, people were saying 
they don't want a ‘Trudeau-lite.”” v 


GAVIN MEALING / gavin@vueweekly.com 
Ee ™ he charred remains of a sui- 
cide bomber sat in a small car 

B close to a wrecked school bus 
at the side of a dirt road. 

Smoke swirled around the vehicles. 
A bloodied scalp and a forearm lay in 
the middle of the road. 

As the Canadian soldiers came on 
the scene, injured Afghans emptied 
out of the bus, crumpling onto the 
road. Soldiers were trying to assess 
the situation, yelling for an interpreter 
amid the wailing civilians. 

And I just took photos. People were 
bleeding, screaming, rolling on the 
ground in agony, while smoke kept 
pouring out of the bus. 

I kept taking photos. 

My inner dialogue was conflicted— 
everything looked real, felt real, 
sounded real. But I knew it was just 
pretend, just an exercise. 

This day would turn out to be one 
of the more intense ones as our news 
team witnessed the aftermath of a 
mock suicide bombing that injured a 
busload of civilians near the Afghan 
village of Spin Boldak. 

Being away for a short three weeks 
on a military exercise initially seemed 
like it might be a little strange for 
me—tI'm not into guns. I was more of 
a Lego kid. 

However, the opportunity to take 
part in the pre-deployment exercise 
with soldiers at Canadian Forces Base 
(CFB) Wainwright was intriguing—I'd 
never been exposed to the military 
before and didn’t know nearly enough 
about the mission in Afghanistan. 
Opportunity had knocked. 


EXERCISE MAPLE GUARDIAN was a 


role-playing scenario designed to 
train and evaluate soldiers heading 
over to Afghanistan on the next rota- 
tion, and my part in it as a journalist 
echoes my real world aspirations. 

With eight other media students 
from assorted Canadian J-schools and 
technical programs—two from Mount 
Royal in Calgary, three from Tec Voc 
in Winnipeg, two from Ryerson in 
Toronto, and a fellow MacEwan stu- 
dent—our newsroom had a decent 
mix of personas and flavour. We were 
paired into teams every three or four 
days, taking turns portraying Afghan, 
international, embedded Canadian or 
anchor team reporters. 

Our tasks were simple. Go out and 
get a story. 


2M 
MILITARY 

The job certainly entailed some 
heavy multi-tasking too. Our days typ- 
ically started at eight in the morning 
with a critique of the video broadcast 
of yesterday's events followed by story 
assignments and project tasking. 

Full of coffee, we'd usually be on the 
road soon after the briefing, amped 
about the coming shitstorm or trying to 
come up with a decent line of question- 
ing for the next soldier in our line of fire. 

After the day's event—a meeting 
with the “Governor of Kandahar” or 
with local leaders in a village, being in 
the middle of a firefight between the 
Taliban and Canadians, or witnessing 
the aftermath of a suicide bomber's 
attack on a busload of Afghan civil- 
lans—we would return to the news- 
room to hammer out the day’s story 
and begin editing video footage. Edit- 
ing could take hours upon hours, espe- 
cially for newbies like myself, although 
the learning curve on Final Cut was 
more forgiving than | anticipated. 

Over 2 000 troops will deploy to 
Afghanistan come February, and most 
if not all of those have been trained in 
Wainwright. The details of planning 
and scripting were meticulous. 

The scenario’s area was scaled 
within the existing training area to 
replicate Kandahar province. So driv- 
ing from mock Kandahar Air Field 
(KAF) to the village of Belanday would 
take you the same amount of time as 
if you were really there—although the 
snow here might not be such a factor 
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over in Afghanistan. 

Our role within the scenario was 
part of the military's effort to replicate 
some of the things that soldiers will 
€ncounter in Afghanistan—something 
the Canadian army calls “civilians in 
the battlespace.” 

In light of the Canadian military's 
current operations, gone are the days 
of conventional warfare when sol- 
diers would train against a clearly 
identifiable enemy. The game now is 
much more complex. Soldiers might 
have to face improvised explosive 
devices (IEDs)—like bombs hidden on 
a bike or under a pack of cigarettes— 
nighttime artillery fire, Taliban or 
insurgent forces hiding among vil- 
lagers and (gasp) the news media. 

There were days that I felt like a bit 
of a pawn. And rightly so—ultimately 
the whole purpose of us being there 
was to help prepare the soldiers for 
the media. Scenario referees would be 
strolling through the scene ghost-like 
and would come up and tell us to try 
and do something to get a desired 
response from a soldier or whoever 
was in command at the time, but the 
problem was that they didn’t have to 
answer for it. We did. 

There's nothing like trying to get a 
little closer to get some great footage 
because you know your competitor is 
already getting it when a soldier barks 
at you to get in the belly of the light 
armoured vehicle (LAV) because 
you're in danger. Then you have to 
start yelling that it’s your ass on the 
line to get the story. Game on 


MAPLE GUARDIAN COULD be a primer 
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for war-correspondent wannabes. For 
any reporter tired of grip and grins 
and dog shows, doing an intensive 
three-week stint at CFS Wainwright 
offered a reality check. 

One of the more difficult days came 
closer to the end of the exercise 
Standing close to a memorial on 
Remembrance Day nearly surrounded 
by three companies of soldiers was a 
solemn contrast and time out from the 
rest of the “game.” The ceremony was 
more formal than any I'd been to 
before. The public affairs officer (PAO) 
standing next to us, Lt Courtemanche, 
reminded me under his frosty breath 
that some of these troops might not 
come back. With those few words, 
he'd read and answered my thoughts 
Predictable thoughts, I suppose, but 
chilling nonetheless 

Whenever | hear of more Canadian 
soldiers being injured or killed, | imme- 
diately think of some of the troops that 
I had talked to and try to think of how 
they must be feeling, knowing that fel- 
low soldiers have suffered. They didn't 
sign up for an easy job 

I've tried to gain some appreciation 
for how complicated the situation in 
Afghanistan is. Branches of the army 
like the Provincial Reconstruction 
Team (PRT) and the Operational Men- 
tor Liaison Teams (OMLT) are working 
along what seem to be progressive 
lines. The PRT’s main focus is to help 
restore infrastructure like schools and 
wells for Afghans’ basic needs. And 
the OMLT, a select group of experi- 
enced soldiers, have the challenge of 
training the local Afghan National 
Army (ANA). According to the mili- 
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€ from the front lines ... in Wainwright 
DED JOURNALIST DISCOVERS THAT WAR IS HELL, EVEN WHEN IT’S A GAME 


tary, they're some of the “boots on the 
ground” trying to create opp ty 
and security for Afghans. | wonder if 
Afghans see it that way. 


WHETHER OR NOT YOU agree wit 


Canadian efforts in Afghanista 
life of a soldier is by no means 
easy go. I never really thought that it 
would be, but I see it asa 
growth when my assur 
changed by real experien 

For me, the most dramatic change 
is Seeing a Massive grey area ! hadn't 
seen before, and gaining even jus 
limited sense of how complica 
situation is. Growing up, I found it 
easy to believe that war is w 
matter what—and now | think i 
as simple as that 

One medic I met in Wainw 
talked about some of the complexit 
of being in Afghanistan, putting dis- 
turbing stats on the table, like dust 
particles being 70 per cent fecal mat- 
ter. How do you breathe shit and get 
shot at and maintain the bel 
you're there for the right reas 
help people make a better | 
themselves and their children? 

I found it hard to feel justi 
taking an entirely negative vi 
military after talking 
few soldiers about ho y 
believe that they will make a diffe 
ence in Afghanistan. Yet I heard from 
one that he felt he had no choice, no 
power to change his life. Some sol- 
diers’ fatalism runs deep 

The reality of being embedded whil 
in scenario—what all the soldiers 
called being in the “box”"—was chal- 
lenging. It wasn’t so much that I mind- 
ed the near hypothermia of campin 
-30 degree weather with a 
adequate sleeping bag; it 
that any skepticism of t 
wasn't met with an open dialog: 

In a sense, we were emt 
more ways than one. The fa 
were Staying on base, eating and 
hanging out with the sol t 
that if you challegged or c 
army, you would make 
more difficult for yourself. { he 
eral times that, for some soldiers, the 
media is the enemy. 
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= | WELL, WELL, WELL 


uaa | CONNIE HOWARD 
= | health@vweweekly.com 


Well, well, well. It's 5:30 in the moming 
and !'m up, unable to sleep. Me, the 
voice of moderation and balance, the 
we-must-not-work-too-hard prophetess. 

It's the logjam in my brain keeping 
me up. And the logjam in my son’s 
room, a pile of laundry so high that 
doing half a dozen jumbo loads may 
only sort of clear it. 

And it’s because I'm sensitive to clut- 
ter and noise and long to-do lists (I have 
a strong cortisol response to stimula- 
tion), and there's always a lot of busy- 
ness in December. 

| need time to read the paper and 
think and talk to my best friends, and 
that's mostly been out of reach since | 
don’t know when. When it gets like 
this the knots in my back turn red-hot 
angry, further stimulating the already 
overworked stress hormone factory in 
my body. 

\'m trying not to think about the fact 
that the last two weeks were supposed 
to be vacation time, because, as much 
fun as some of it has been, it hasn't 
been exactly restful. The busy-ness has 
too often prevented me from reading 
beyond morning headlines (me, the 
writer who desperately hopes others 
will find time to read the things | write). 


| DID CATCH SOME interesting bits 
worth a few comments, though. Star- 
bucks will be dropping trans fats from 
their baked goodies this year. Hooray .. 
but the thing | want to know is what 
they're planning to replace them with, 
because it may not be any better than 
the trans fats being used now, not if the 
replacement is soybean oil. 

Though touted as a life-saver and a 
health food, soybean oil is an unstable, 
polyunsaturated and very questionable 
fat, easily damaged by processing meth- 
ods and then further damaged when 
used in cooking—which means it's bet- 
ter for the bank accounts of the food 
industry people than it is for our bodies 

Not only is soybean oil questionable 
for our arteries, it apparently messes 
with our thyroid glands and metabolic 
rate, which I've heard is the reason it's 
been used extensively in livestock feed, 
where weight gain is sometimes very 
desirable. (Though now with leaner 
meats as the goal, it is apparently being 
used much less in animal feed than it 


ingesting it like mad—it is used in com- 
mercial salad dressings, margarines and 
almost every other thing on the shelves 
at the supermarket. 


THE OTHER INTERESTING news bit was- 
n't actually real news, just something | 
learned word of mouth—Viagra is 
apparently supremely popular among 
NHL players. | know Viagra is advertised 
on the boards at Rexall Place and all, but 
that can't be the reason they're playing 
with it (not actually playing hockey with 
it, just playing with it.) Smart people 
don't do this just for fun, do they? The 
answer though, apparently, is that they 
do this just for fun. 

Before | get email from a hockey 
player who doesn’t do this and doesn’t 
know of anyone who does, I’m sure it's 
not all NHL players or anything. But 
still—don’t they, whoever they are, 
know about the risks, risks that include 
sudden cardiac death, sudden death 
that's happened to a significant num- 
ber of men? 

But | suppose the idea is to go out 
with a bang. Kind of like my heavy-into- 
sun-tanning friend who once responded 
to my “Don't you worry about skin can- 
cer?” question with “Ya, but I'll look 
damn good in my coffin, won't I?” Not 
that a life lived to avoid all risk is any 
fun or even possible, but there are lim- 
its. | mean, come on—Viagra, not for 
serious, relationship-threatening ED, just 
for fun? 

Then there was the “news” about 
higher red meat consumption being 
linked to higher breast cancer rates. Not 
that this was surprising, given that we in 
the West have pretty much the highest 
incidence of breast cancer in the world, 
and that rates of hormone-affected 
tumours continue to be on the increase, 
and that our beef (unlike in the EU) is 
still fed hormones. It’s just that, though | 
don’t eat it all that often (buying organic 
is inconvenient), it's disappointing—! 
love pastrami and steak and chili and 
beef stew. 

Maybe that’s where else the insomnia 
came from—l! love my food—a lot— 
and it seems there's a frickin’ problem 
with everything | like to eat. Even my 
beloved hummus, | found out, is made 
with soybean oil (except, of course, the 
one at my favourite restaurant, or the 
one | make myself). That's the problem: 
having to hunt for organic and make 
everything from scratch 

If there's an organic gourmet cook out 
there looking for someone to cook for 
(just for fun, of course, not for pay), call 
me. | need some stress relief. w 


FOSSIL FUELS ARE “KILLING OUR WAY OF LIFE’: EDWIN BLACK 


JOEL KELLY / joel@yueweekly.com 


hile everyone (well, apart 
from recently departed 
Minister of the Environ- 


ment ‘Rona Ambrose) seems to rec- 
ognize the dire problem that is 
global warming, relativély little 
thought has gone into how we got 
ourselves into this mess in the first 
place. 

Contrary to the popular concep- 
tion that we have only recently 
begun to recognize the myriad of 
problems that our reliance on fossil 
fuels has created, author Edwin 
Black argues that far more sinister 
forces have kept us in the dark about 
the problems of petroleum 
since the very beginning. 

Black's recent book on the 
topic, Internal Combustion, 
brings him to Edmonton 
next week for a speaking 
engagement at the Universi- 
ty of Alberta. In the book, 
Black, who has written a 
smorgasbord of other non- 
fiction exposés with such 
titles as IBM and the Holo- 
caust and Banking on Bagh- 
dad, claims that criticism of 
the internal combustion 
engine has been left out of 
the history books, including 
denunciation from such 
minds as Thomas Edison 
and, strangely, Henry Ford 

Black spoke with Vue this 
week to explain some of the 
finer details of his theory. 
Here are some highlights 
from the conversation. 


VUE WEEKLY: How dire is the oil 
crisis going on right now? 

EOWIN BLACK: You have no idea. 
It'll be cut off not in our 
choosing, but in a twinkling 
of an eye. China, Iran, al- 
Qaeda—these are the major players. 


Not America. Not Canada. We don’t 
have a 10-year window to get pre- 
pared. I don’t know if we have 10 
months. If Iran moves on its nuclear 
program and we threaten it, it could 


do so in a matter of moments 


Remember, there is a huge quadran- 


gle of evil 


VW: What do you mean, quadrangle? 


EB: It starts in North America—people 
purchase oil in addiction. We pur- 
chase it in the extreme from the 
Middle East. Iran gets this money, 
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they send it over to Pakistan, who 
financed the people who financed 
North Korea’s nuclear program. It 
winds up in the hands of terrorists. 


VW: What is the most important 
theme of your book? 

£B: We never needed to be on oil. 
Ever. Oil is killing our lungs, killing 
our pocket book and killing our way 
of life. We can get off oil right now. 


INTERNAL 
COMBUSTION 


HOW CORPORATIONS AND 
GOVERNMENTS ADDICTED THE 
WORLD TO OIL AND DERAILED 


THE ALTERNATIVES 


EDWIN BLACK 


New York Times Bestselling 
Author of 1BM and the Holecaust 


We don’t need to reinvent the 
wheel, we need to excavate it. In 
the 1890s, all cars were electric 
cars. What caused them to switch? 
What caused the demise of our 


mass transit systems? 


and national security) 


VW: How did you come to pick the 
topic of petroleum? (Most of Black's 
other work focuses on other issues 
such as the Holocaust, technology 


EB: The short answer is petro-terror- 


ism. The world is now being black- 
mailed—politically, economically, 


join 


socially, in terms of terrorism, 


VW: What can be done to solve the 
problem? 
EB: Get angry. The slogan for my 
work is “a century of lies.” | don't 
care if the fat-cats in Alberta don't 
like what I have to say. I've initiated 
the Green Fleet initiative. My effort is 
to save mankind from oil [by] con- 
vincing the fleet of commercial vehi- 
cles to go green. 

1 hope for no purchase of fuel 
without purchase of alt-oil—Electric 
cars and hydrogen cars. Not hybrids 


VW: What are some of the solutions 
that could be implemented 
right away? 

EB: CNG [compressed natural 
gas] is important [which are] 
not the answer, just the 
bridge. Plug-in electric 
hydrogen, biodiesel and 
other technologies. Not 
hybrids—just another way 
extending our addiction. It 
like flour in your smack 


VW: How do the oilsands 
developments (particularly 
in Alberta) fit into the whole 
picture? 

§B: These are just more and 
more expensive ways to 
extend our addiction. If you 
were on heroin, and your 
dealer dropped dead and 
you had to drive to your next 
town to get your fix, would 
you consider that progress’ 
You're still addicted to oil! 
Why not use your head, anc 
your resources and intellect’ 
[Canada] is going to be or 
the first line of climate- 
attack—the ice shelf is melt- 
ing. Where’s that water 
going to go? 


VW: What do you think about Alber 
ta's booming oil economy? 

EB: Do you want to line your pockets 
at the risk of killing your neigh 
bours? You've got wind, you've go! 
sun in Alberta—why not take thos: 
resources and develop your wince 
energy? Why not develop you! 
hydrogen resources? Why does |! 
need to be cost-effective? Are any 0! 
your roads cost-effective? It’s a 
sense of entitlement that has no real 
basis. The whole world is part o! 
transportation ghetto. w 
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Party Switch-hitters part 
of a bigger problem: 
dishonesty in politics 


DUFF CONACHER / www.dwatch.ca 

The switching last week by federal Liber- 
al MP Wajid Khan to the Conservatives is 
a symptom of two very undemocratic 
problems in Canada that must be solved 
as soon as possible—the specific prob- 
lem of party-switching, and the more gen- 
eral problem of dishonesty in politics. 

As with the switches in recent years 
by Scott Brison (Conservative to Liberal), 
Belinda Stronach (Conservative to Liberal 
with a Cabinet post included as a reward) 
and David Emerson (Liberal to Conserva- 


tive, also rewarded with a Cabinet post), _ 


Khan's switch is a fundamental violation 
of voter rights. 

Under the “Democratic Rights” section 
of the Canadian Charter of Rights and 
Freedoms it says (among other things) 
that “Every citizen has the right to vote in 
an election of members of the House of 
Commons or of a legislative assembly” in 
a province or territory. 

However, this right has no meaning if 
candidates can be dishonest during elec- 
tion campaigns, and if the members elect- 
ed can do whatever they want after the 
election. By switching parties, or switch- 
ing directions by breaking election promis- 
es or doing things that were not part of 
their election platforms, politicians send a 
clear message that there is basically no 
feason to vote—no matter how you vote, 
you won't get what you want. 

Think about it—how can you vote in 
any meaningful way when every candi- 
date and party can lie to you? You can't 
make @ meaningful choice in such a situa- 
tion, no matter how much you learn about 
a candidate or party, because you don’t 
know what is true. 


BELIEVE IT OR NOT, in every province and 
territory, and federally, it is illegal for any- 
one to make a false claim about a candi- 
date during an election campaign, but it 
is only illegal in BC for candidates to lie 
to voters, though even this law doesn't 
include a clear, meaningful penalty for 
violators. In many jurisdictions in Canada, 
politicians have gone even further by 
making it illegal for candidates to sign a 
pledge that they will or will not do some- 
thing if they are elected. 

{n contrast, politicians have passed 
laws making it illegal for businesses to 
bait voters with false advertising and 
making it illegal for corporate executives 
to mislead shareholders with false finan- 
Cal statements. If only six Canadians file 
8 complaint about a false commercial 
advertisement, the federal Competition 
Bureau is required to investigate and has 
the power to fine violators, and investors 
can also launch class-action lawsuits 
against executives who lie. 

While there has been lots of specula- 
tion as to why voter turnout in Canada has 
dropped by about 15 per cent in the past 
decade, and why a large majority of voters 


mistrust and lack respect for politicians, 
really no one should be surprised—given 
that politicians have essentially made it 
illegal to hold them accountable in key 
ways while they have imposed laws with 
higher accountability standards on many 
sectors of society and abused their lack of 
accountability so often. 

Beyond the party-switchers and many 
other examples of political dishonesty 
recently, Canadians watched former 
Prime Minister Jean Chrétien break his 
promises—including scrapping the GST 
and NAFTA and establishing an independ- 
ent ethics watchdog for federal politi- 
cians and lobbyists—and current PM 
Stephen Harper fail to include 22 prom- 
ised measures in the so-called “Federal 
Accountability Act” and break his promise 
Not to tax income trusts. 


TO STOP THIS RAMPANT abuse of vot- 
ers, politicians must be required to resign 
and run in a by-election if they want to 
switch parties between elections, party 
leaders must be required to pay a very 
large fine if they break election promises 
and all politicians and government offi- 
cials must be required to pay a very large 
fine if they lie to voters at any time. 

As they do when arguing against most 
proposals to increase democracy and gov- 
ernment accountability, some politicians 
and some political commentators attempt 
to justify bait-and-switch politics by 
either insulting voters, claiming that 
accountability already exists, or suggest- 
ing highly unlikely effects of such 
changes. 

Of course, special situations may arise 
and as a result party-switching should be 
allowed if a party switches directions 
completely (for example, if a ruling party 
broke all of its election promises), and 


_promise breaking should be allowed if an 


unforeseeable situation arises. 

However, to ensure that these excep- 
tions are not used as a convenient excuse 
(as they have been in the past), the ethics 
enforcement officers in all governments 
must be given the power to review and 
tule on complaints about party-switching 
and misleading actions and statements, 
and to penalize political misleaders. 

For almost 140 years, Canadian politi- 
cians have done everything they can to 
ensure that dishonesty in politics is poli- 
tics as usual. Canadians deserve better, 
and any of today’s politicians who want 
the respect of voters can win it easily by 
pushing for a comprehensive honesty-in- 
politics law that respects the right of vot- 
ers to get what they want when they 
vote. w 


Duff Conacher is the coordinator of 
Democracy Watch, an Ottawa-based citi- 
zen group advocating democratic reforms, 
government accountability and corporate 
responsibility. 
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Estate living just south of 
Sherwood Park in Balmoral Heights 
Dream Home Opens 
Saturday, January 6, 2007 
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483-8885 = 


Phone lines are open 24 hours a day, 7 days a & 


Fully furnished Dream Home 
package valued at over. 


Our LARGEST Dream Home 
Lottery PRIZE PACKAGE EVER 


seal to the Home of your Dreams. Locate 
prestigious neighbourhood of Balmoral Hi this 
2,281 sq. ft. custom-built bungalow by AVANT! 
Homes defines estate living 
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Grand Prize Draw 
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$1,001,734 
Draw Date: we. 10, 2007 


Other areas call toll-free in Alberta 


1-877-483-8832 | 


Early Bird Draw 


$50,000 cash 
Draw Date: March 22, 2007 
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DYER STRAIGHT 


It was not the Iraqi government but its 
American masters that chose to execute 
Saddam Hussein in a great rush as soon 
as the first sentence was confirmed, thus 
cancelling all the other trials on far graver 
charges that awaited him. The current 
lragi government had nothing to hide if 
those trials went ahead; the United 
States government did. 

Cast your mind back to the US invasion 
of Iraq in March, 2003. Washington's pre- 
text for war then was Iraq's alleged 
weapons of mass destruction, with barely 
a word about bringing democracy to the 
downtrodden Iraqi people. But in order to 
persuade us that Saddam’s WMD were a 
threat to the whole world, we were told a 
lot about how wicked he was, how he 
had even “gassed his own people.” 


Well, there weren't any weapons of 
mass destruction, so now the script has 
been changed to say that the war was 
about bringing democracy to Iraq. But 
that still requires Saddam Hussein to be a 
monstrous villain (which he certainly 
was), and it needs some dramatic sup- 
porting stories about how he abused his 
own people, like his poison gas attacks 
on rebel Kurds in 1988. So let's try him for 
the slaughter of the Kurds in 1988, and 
then we'll hang him. 

Fair enough, and the trial for the 
gassing of the Kurds actually got started 
a couple of months ago. Other trials, for 
his savage repression of the Kurdish 
revolt in 1988 and the Shia revolt in 1991, 
were alreaciy scheduled to happen in the 
New Year. But none of that came to pass. 
All the other trials have been cancelled, 

and they actually hanged Saddam for the 
judicial murder of 144 villagers in the 
town of Dujail who were allegedly 
involved in a plot to kill him in 1982. 
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Dujail? Here is a man who began his 
career in power in the late ‘60s by exter- 
Mminating the entire (mostly Shia) leader- 
ship of the Communist party in Iraq, went 
on to launch an invasion of Iran in 1980 
that cost up to half a million lives, massa- 
cred his own Kurdish population in 1987- 
88 when some of their leaders sided with 
the Iranians, invaded Kuwait in 1990 and 
massacred Iraqi Shias in 1991 when they 
rebelled against his rule at the end of 
that war. And they hanged him for Dujail? 

It’s as if they had taken Adolf Hitler 
alive in 1945, but ignored his responsibility 
for starting the Second World War and his 
murder of six million Jews and just put 
him on trial for executing people suspect- 
ed of involvement in the July 1944 bomb 
plot. With all of Saddam's other crimes to 
choose from, why on earth would you hang 
him for executing the people suspected of 
involvement in the Dujail plot? 


BECAUSE THE US WAS NOT involved in 


TRYING; 
HAW KINS.». 


that one. It was involved in the massacre 
of the Iraqi Communists (the US Central 
Intelligence Agency gave Saddam their 
membership lists). It was implicated up to 
its ears in Saddam's war against |ran—to 
the point of arranging for Iraq to be sup- 
plied with the chemicals to make poison 
gas, providing Baghdad with satellite and 
AWACS intelligence data on Iranian tar- 
gets and sending US Air Force photo 
interpreters to Baghdad to draw Saddam 
the detailed maps of Iranian trenches that 
let him drench them in poison gas. 

The Reagan administration stopped 
Congress from condemning Saddam's use 
of poison gas, and the US State Depart- 
ment tried to protect Saddam when he 
gassed his own Kurdish citizens in Halab- 
ja in 1988, spreading stories (which it 
knew to be false) that Iranian planes had 
dropped the gas. 

And it was George W Bush’s father 
who urged Iraq's Shias and Kurds to rebel 
after Saddam was driven out of Kuwait in 


n 

1991, and then failed to use US at power 
to protect the Shias from massacre when 
they answered his call. The US was 
deeply involved in all of Saddam's major 
crimes, one way or another, so no trial 
that delved into the details of those 
crimes could be allowed. 

Instead, the spin-doctors in the current 
Bush administration put the Dujail trial 
first and scheduled the trials for Sad- 
dam's bigger crimes for later, knowing 
that they would all be cancelled once the 
death penalty for the Dujail incident was 
confirmed. The dirty laundry will never 
have to be displayed in public. But it does 
mean that the man who was hanged two 
weeks ago not only had a farce of a trial 
before a kangaroo court; he was executed 
for the wrong crime. w 


Gwynne Dyer is a London-based inde- 
pendent journalist whose articles are 
published in 45 countries. His column 
appears regularly in Jue Weekly. 
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You're a fly named Yar 

on a quest in space 
You attack the shield 

Of the Qotile’s base 
But watch out, Yar! 

He knows where you are! 


Boy, does he ever. With only a few sec- 
onds of space-piercing siren as a warn- 
ing, the savage bastard will transform 
into its deadly “Swirl” form, hurtling 
unerringly through the void to make astro- 
dust of the plucky Yar warrior who's dared 
this suicide mission in defence of his 
peaceful insectoid race. Not even the 
weapons-jamming electromagnetic envi- 
ronment of the Neautral Zone—the phos- 
phorescent band of ionized particles that 
is all that remains of the Qotile-destroyed 
Yar colony of Razak IV—can protect him. 
His only hope is to fly ... to fly! To fly as 
only a mutated housefly can fly! 

Yar's Revenge is a game from Atari ... 
have you played Atari today? Probably 
not. Why would you? |'m nostalgically 
loyal, a conservative at heart, but | won't 
try to argue that a 1981 joint, even a top- 
notch cart like Yar's Revenge, truly stands 
up 26 years later—even back in the gold- 
en dawn of the Reagan years we had to 
hypno-program our little minds with elab- 
orate offscreen backstories in order to 
make each blinking dot or blocky blob res- 
onate with meaning and excitement. Can 
you believe it? Even after blowing hun- 
dreds of dollars on console and car- 
tridges, we still had to use our own 
imaginations to stave off boredom. 

Actually, | could use a little bit more of 
that childlike facility for fantasy and 
make-believe right now; laying here on 
the couch, wracked with some kind 
boneache/stomachwreck strain of influen- 
za, I'm obviously bored beyond reason and 
right thinking. This is what I'm reduced to: 
watching old Atari TV commercials on 
YouTube, through the new Wii internet 


browser. | think | might be running a fever 

As neat-o as (surfing? Do we still say 
“surfing’?) experiencing the internet via a 
videogame system might be, it’s not all 
that convenient or practical compared to 
using, say, the perfectly good laptop sitting 
six feet away. This is the beta release, 
though, and future iterations of the Opera- 
based browser will certainly have more 
and more useful features, but the only sit- 
uation in which | can imagine using it for 
any length of time is the situation I'm cur- 
rently in: nearly immobilized, couch-and- 
blanket-bound, capable of only a few 
feeble gestures, that six feet to the laptop 
looking like six miles. Sickday surfing. Can 
| download a plugin that gives me a virtual 
bell, where all | have to do is waggle the 
Wiimote pathetically and my mom gets an 
email asking for more ginger ale? 


HEY, BY THE WAY, folks ... this is going to 
be my last Wii-themed column for a while, 
honestly. | know I've been kind of fixated 
but this business feeds on novelty like a 
whale feeds on zooplankton, and Ninten 
do's basically dumped a bargeload of krill 
into my metaphoric ocean. Its social acces 
sibility and arm-waving tech raise issues | 
haven't had much call to examine. Like 
have you considered the high-five prob 
lem? Believe me, it'll come up if you play 
doubles Wii Sports tennis, that awkward 
moment after a particularly awesome shot 
where you and your partner would normal 
ly high-five, except you've both got 
Wiimotes tethered to your wrists, so you 
kind of clumsily clonk controllers together, 
or do some kind of a self-conscious two- 
handed thing. Obviously, we're looking a 
point of emerging social etiquette, here: 
will Wiitards develop their own kind of 
swordsman-style remote-to-remote salute 
... OF Will we just get better at accurately 
slapping skin with our left hands? 

Which reminds me. To answer your 
question, yes; it took about three seconds 
after the launch of the Opera browser 
beta for Wii-optimized porn sites (fri- 
iporn.com, etc) to make the scene. Think- 
ing about it now, I'm kind of glad | didn’t 
install that sick-bell plugin ... w 


te: Last Thursday the Oilers 

ne so-called “loser point” 
against Dallas after a 6-5 shootout loss. 
That was the game with the goofy Ales 
Hemsky goal to tie the game. Then the 
Oilers travelled to Vancouver and lost 3-2 
in overtime. One more point. A matchup 
with Las Angeles Monday saw a 2-1 
overtime win. And, since Vue goes to 
print Wednesday nights, we already know 
what happened against San Jose. That 
game was great/crappy. Too bad/kudos to 
the Oilers. Yay/Shit. 


ONE WORD: KIPRUSOFF Oiler defenceman 
Marc-Andre Bergeron should be a new 
character on Heroes. His super-power? 
Injuring goalies. I'm sure we all remember 
how Bergeron accidentally injured Oiler 


goalie Dwayne Roloson in game one of the 


S, Sl 


incredible playoff run. That resulted in the 
Oilers putting Ty Conklin in net, who 
“assisted” on the Carolina game winning 
goal. Then Bergie cracked a slapper into 
Dallas Star backup goalie Mike Smith's 
helmet last week, knocking the rookie 
goalie out of the game. That meant the 
Oilers had to face former Vezina Trophy 
finalist Marty Turco instead. Bergeron just 
has to learn to use his powers for good 
and not evil. Try injuring a goalie that is 
hurting the Oilers. Don’t injure our guy or a 
guy your snipers can actually beat. DY 


MADE IT! AND, UH, ALMOST MADE IT! 
Just a few quick notes from me this 
week, as our space is limited. Congratula- 
tons are in order to our three-peating 
Junior squad who took down the Rus- 
sians 4-2 in the gold medal game. In the 
last three years, the Canadian Junior 
squad has lost a grand total of zero 
games. Stellar. And it looks like internet 
ballot write-in favourite Rory Fitzpatrick 


[per powers and Rory!! 


Stanley Cup Final, ending the goalie’s 


won't be going to the All-Star game after 
all. After coming in third in the voting, he 
won't be in the starting lineup and proba- 
bly won't be invited to play. Too bad, 
because he handled the situation like a 
pro. Even better, it would have pissed off 
Don Cherry to no end. 18 


REAL REAL GONE Talk is already circulat- 
ing that the possibility exists for a poten- 
tial Ryan Smyth trade before the Feb 27 
trade deadline. With Smytty enjoying his 
best season and the threat of Unrestrict- 
ed Free Agency looming, the long-time 
Oiler will either re-sign a fat contract 
with the Oilers before the season ends or 
test the free agency waters. If the Oilers 
can’t sign him and someone else does, 
they'll lose Smytty and get nothing in 
return. Tough call. If he goes by trade 
deadline, at least Oiler fans will have 
Mark Messier's retirement ceremony on 
the night of Feb 27 to console themselves 
and Van Morrison will appear at Rexall 
the next night. DY 


TREND FULL TIME 
GV, RESEARCH DAYSHIFT MARKET 
RESEARCH 
INTERVIEWERS 
REQUIRED 


CALLING ALL EXPERIENCED MARKET RESEARCH 
INTERVIEWERS - WE ARE CURRENTLY LOOKING FOR 
FULL TIME DAY SHIFT INTERVIEWERS (15 POSITIONS) 
* Conduct interviews over the telephone from our centrally 

located call centre, accurately enter data into a computer system. 
Absolutely no sales involved. 

Position requires excellent telephone manner and typing skills. 
Dayshift required — 7am to 3pm or 8am to 4pm shift choices. 
Company benefits plan. 

Salary based on experience. 
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Please email your resume to: HR@TrendResearch.ca 


Season 
Sale 


30 to 50% off 


all fall & winter merchandise 


www.aritzia.com 
www.tna.com 
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THE SKINNY / 15 F 
: WINTER REQUIEM / 19 iis 


Norquay shows that size doesn’t matter— 
it’s what you do with it that counts 


LACHLAN MACKINTOSH / lachlan@vueweekly.com 


he holiday season brought a 
big blanket of snow to the 
Banff area resorts, including 47 


centimetres to Mount Norquay, 
which is just 10 minutes up a switch- 
king road from the holiday crowds 
of Banff Avenue 

J got up to Norquay on the first blue 
jay after Christmas, and was sur- 
to find an overflow parking sit- 
Aussie directed me to 
on the road 

f as, “Banff’s Best 
uld also cash in 


ut 
eautiful 

al is 503 metres and 
cludes 28 runs over 80 
age snowfall reaches 
vith 85 per cent of 
rain supported by a bevy 
snowmaking machines 
cover the mountain, includ- 
hat may be one of the shortest 
in the Rockies, the Sundance 
ae) ; a vertical rise of 12 
metres! But this is part of the charm 
y, which I now better appre- 


veyer. witl 
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ciate as a parent. Norquay is famous 
for all the little kids in helmets (but 
without poles) making their first turns 
on tiny skis 

Heading for guest services, I saw 
something I've never seen at 
Norquay: a line-up for lift tickets 
Annie Marquis, administrative man- 
ager, told me it was their busiest day 
of the year, but | overheard another 
Staffer say this was the busiest day in 
three years 

Lift tickets top out $49 per day, bet- 
ter than most half-day tickets any- 
where else, and Norquay has also 
pioneered an array of pricing options, 
from hourly rates to multi-day deals 
A lot of Banff and Canmore residents 
go for the easy $99 mid-week pass. 

I rode the Spirit Chair with a young 
woman from Calgary whose job 
allows her to get away during the 
week. In a marketplace where sea- 
son's passes are financed via down 


payments, and often run above a 
thousand dollars, $99 is a stunning 
deal 


THE BUZZ AT Norquay is that the ski 


area is under new ownership. The big 
name among the partners is Canadian 
skiing legend Ken Read, joined by a 
group of businessmen: Stephen Ross 
of Devonian Properties; Peter, Robert 
and Len Sudermann of Fortune 
Resorts; and Jeff Kohn of Calgary. 

In a September media release, 
Thomas Grandi, the public face of a 
longstanding Grandi family interest in 
Mount Norquay, said he “was very 
pleased that we could conclude the 
sale of our interests in Norquay.” 

In a December interview with 
Alberta Venture magazine, Stephen 
Ross of Canmore, one of Norquay’s 
new owners, suggests that the answer 
to turning Norquay’s fortunes around 
lies in increased promotion to the 
booming Calgary market, plus better 
utilization of Norquay’s current 
assets—such as using the huge Cas- 
cade Lodge as a venue for one of 
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Banff’s other big businesses: corpo- 
rate conferences. Last year, Norquay 
had 84 000 ski visits. Ross figures a 
decent number should be around 
110 000. The other deal-breaker for 
Norquay will be making some sort of 
summer operation profitable. 

One thing Norquay has always had 
going for it is history. Banff’s local ski 
hill has been in business since 1926. 
The original North American chair 
was the first lift in the Rockies, and 
still delivers skiers and riders to a 
quintet of extreme black diamond 
runs. 

Whenever I ski Norquay, I’m 
always struck by the international 
timbre of accents one hears on the 
chairs and in the lodge. On the late- 
December afternoon | visited, I rode 
one of the quad chairs with a family 
on holiday from Mexico, rode anoth- 
er chair with a dad from Chelsea, 
Quebec, and heard all sorts of 
twangy international accents. 

I finished off my afternoon in the 
big post-and-beam Cascade Lodge. 
Upstairs in the Lone Pine Pub, a local 


folksinger mixed in his own son 
between playing Willie Nelson an 
lan Tyson tunes. The big room fea 
tures historical black and white ph 
tographs of Norquay’s yesteryear and 
has huge two-storey windows 
through which you can watch youn; 
skiers race down the nearest begin 
ner run, Shenanigan. The menu |: 
diner style—one page under plastic 
tried the Sleeman’s beer-battered fish 
and chips ($11) and washed it down 
with a pint of resort-priced Stell: 
Artois ($6.35). . 

Early January has brought another 
dump of snow to the Rockies, 15 cm 
for Norquay and enough to close the 
TransCanada highway west of Lake 
Louise for 24 hours. For Snow Zone 
readers planning a trip to any of the 
big three ski resorts, you can kick off 
a weekend with night skiing at 
Norquay —available every Friday from 
5 tol0 pm. On Fri, Jan 26, you can ski 
for free at Norquay, part of the 90th 
annual Banff Winter Festjval. Check 
out banffnorquay.com for the latest 
conditions. w 
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HART Giek / hart@vueweekly.com 
here have been a few times when I've 
not been that excited about the opening 
weekend of the annual Jasper in January 
festival. Usually these feelings are based upon 
sketchy ski conditions and the holiday crowd 
carving what little snow there is into ice and 
rocks. This is definitely not one of those years 
because conditions are awesome. 

Since early November and right through the 
holidays, snow has continually blanketed Mar- 
mot Basin. The only blemish was a bitter cold 
snap we felt throughout the province; other- 
wise, conditions have been ideal. 

This year's festival activities kick off Friday at 
5 pm in the High School gymnasium. Later that 
night, at the Whistle Stop Pub, there'll be drink 
specials, great food and music by Don Johnston 
kicking the party into full gear. 


Some early events include a weekend of 
Demo Days on the slopes, a provincial K2 
slalom race for 13- and 14-year-olds (both Sat- 
urday and Sunday), Yuk Yuks Comedy at the 
Atha-B on Saturday night, an evening of Beer 
and Bites at La Fiesta (including many samples 
from Grizzly Paw Brewing Company on Mon, 
Jan 15) and “Juan Helluva a Night” at the 
Sawridge Inn on Thu, Jan 18. 

For this one, tickets are $50, but some lucky 
couple will walk away with an all-expenses- 
paid trip. 

I'm heading up myself this weekend and will 
report back next week with what’s new and excit- 
ing at this year’s Jasper in January Festival. w 


Get tracked at Sunshine 


HART GOLBECK / hart@vueweekly.com 
unshine Village is offering a new GPS 
device that’s sure to get some attention. At 
the beginning of the day, just head into the 
snowboard school desk at the base of the Gon- 
dola and ask for a SlopeTracker GPS armband. 
Once activated this device will track your 
day’s activities including number of runs, top 
speed, vertical feet, distance travelled, steeps 
(average grades), calories burned and hours rid- 
ing and resting. At the end of the day you just 
hand in the GPS and a poster quality printout is 
created that details your day. Cost is $25 fora 
single day. 
I'm guessing this GPS is going to be extreme- 
ly popular amongst the competitive types, for- 


*|GPS 


eign tourists and recreational enthusiasts curi- 
ous about the device. I guess that covers every- 
one, so [ hope they have plenty in stock. There'll 
be guys and gals competing for most runs, 
steeps and more, and now there'll be an accu- 
rate record of their day. Then again they might 
strap it to some extreme skier and really show- 
off to their friends at the end of the day. 

I'm guessing the “Top Speed” tratker will be a 
sore spot for patrollers at times, but as long as 
you ski or board in control there shouldn't be a 
problem. w 


January F Powder Escape 
Lift & 
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www.bigwhite.com 
1-800-663-2772 


 ZAKSILVERSTAR. 


my mou ntain 
www.skisilverstar.com 
1-800-663-4431 


*Valid until February 8, 2007. 2 night minimum, new bookings only, taxes 
additional, based on double occupancy in a standard room, subject to 
availability. Some restrictions apply. Quote NB at time of booking. 


Fly “=a non-stop daily 


SNOW ZONE 


JANAURY 11- JANUARY 17,2007 W7WIE 11 


Don’t let chest-deep powder Phazer you 


STEWART DUNCAN / stewart@vueweekly.com 
atching a convoy of novice 
riders setting out for the 
first time on new snowmo- 

biles they've never seen before, you 

can expect studied concentration. 
Concentration on the controls, the 
power, the direction, the thumb throt- 


GIVE A GIFT 


=/KAMLOOPS 


tle, the revs, the guy in front, the 
unfamiliar trail with its many obsta- 
cles (real or perceived), it's all con- 
centration. When they return after an 


TO YOURSELF... 


Hidden 


pe q 


he 


hour of getting to know the machines 
and terrain, all that concentration has 
given way to smiles, relaxed laughter 
and the occasional whoop. 

There's a great deal of fun to be 
had in the hills that make up Sun 
Peaks Resort and a great deal of 
that is snowmobiling. It’s even better 


VISIT BESTOFBANFE.COM FO) DETAUS 
CALL 1-800- 563-8764 FOR : 


when the day consists of testing all 
the 2007 Yamaha sleds. While there 
are Adventure Tours on snowmobiles 
offered at Sun Peaks Resort, | was out 
this weekend with friends from Kam- 
loops Yamaha who were introducing 
the new machines to a select group of 
interested riders. 


Several groups drove off in convoy 
from the east end of the resort, fol- 
lowing a newly set trail. This trail is 
the start of what will become the 
resort's fourth skiable mountain, Ori- 
ent Ridge. 

I straddled Yamaha's new RS Ven- 
ture MTN SE, a sparkly candy red with 
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black flame-like graphics. It goes like 
it looks, and I remember thinking, “I'd 
better take it easy.” After all, | consid- 
er myself an “experienced” snowmo- 
biler. (Translation: I've ridden a 
couple of days in the early 1990s and 
not at all since.) 

Beginners are always pleased to 
find out there’s relatively little to 
operating a snowmobile compared to 
a motorcycle or even a lawn tractor. 
They don’t coast, have no gears, 
need no clutch, have push-button 
start ... it really doesn’t get much 
easier than this. 

| found the Venture an ideal sled 
for those looking for that speedy kind 
of sled, which is pretty well what I 
thought of the Vector MTN SE that I 
tried next. Vector is made for the 
deep powder that smothers BC's Inte- 
rior mountains. Wide skis float over 
loose powder pushed by a 16-inch- 
wide track with two-and-a-quarter- 
inch paddles. 

This sled is engineered for back- 
country, deep snow conditions and its 
Genesis 120-horsepower, 973-cc, 
three-cylinder, four-stroke engine 
provides all the go you'll ever need. 
Unless, of course, you're the type who 
always needs more. If you constantly 
have to test your limits and the limits 
of the machines you ride, then you'll 
still want more. But you can get into 
more than enough trouble with a Vec- 
tor or a Venture, as my companion 
and I found out. 


RIDING THE TRAIL, we eyed a virginal 


bank of what looked like deep, fluffy 
powder. Because it was unfamiliar 
terrain and you never know where a 
tree stump resides, we took it slow 
and almost immediately got bogged 
down. When we stepped off our 
respective machines, we both sank 
chest deep in pure fluff. It took our 

cles and the skills of a Yamaha 
pro rider to oust each of the 
machines. A little coaching later, we 

vere On our way up and down the 

bank and never got stuck again. 

With clear, blue skies and tempera- 

S around -10 degrees, wrestling 
with a snowmobile isn’t really a hard- 
Ship. It's just part of the fun. Just the 
Same, knowing how to ride and not 
get stuck is a darn sight better. 

The big news at Yamaha these 
days is the 2007 Phazer, which, 
according to freestyle pro Jimmy 

Blaze” Feyes, is “the future of snow- 
mobiling.” Feyes has a degree of 
credibility, considering he’s some- 
what of a legend, with a reputation 
‘hal spreads from his native Alaska 
to any place the snow flies. His fame 
Centres on his amazing snowmobile 
back flips and his Superman seat 
srabs. Currently at the peak of his 
Same, Feyes could probably ride fully 


sponsored by any snowmobile man- 
ufacturer but he rides Yamaha and 
“flips” for the new Phazer. 

The stripped-down Phazer looks 
like an aggressive insect and is 
designed to handle with the agility 
and speed of one, with its double- 
wishbone suspension and lightweight, 
free-revving, 80-horsepower four- 
stroke engine. 

Phazers come as FX, GT or MTN 
Lite models, and while novices can 
handle any Phazer easily, only experi- 
enced riders can fully appreciate its 
many technological attributes. Pro- 
Active torsion-spring suspension can 
be set for moguls or trails, though 
many who are drawn to a Phazer will 
follow trails only to find the biggest 
bumps around. From there, they'll be 
trying to launch themselves farther 
than the last guy everyone thought 
was such a hot shot. 

For sheer fun and a day of blasting 
through powder, Yamaha’s Phazer is 
the toy of choice, especially if you like 
to do tricks that the majority of us 
wouldn't try, except by way of a bad 
accident. In such cases, it’s good to 
know Phazer is very forgiving and a 
less experienced rider can get away 
with a multitude of shortcomings. 

For the average snowmobiler, who 
now and then might take a long ride 
and a passenger, there are a few fea- 
tures On various models (either as 
optional equipment or standard) that 
would prove valuable. Those include 
one-touch reverse button, heated 
handgrips (also available for the pas- 
senger), stowage space or a rear rack 
and a windshield. w 
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— Pladee ne note: Schedule is pos to change without notice. 


Frida January 12th 

Coca Cole Family Kick Of Patty Check our website for latest updates www.skijaspercanac 
Molson Monster Kick Off Party 
Rustlers Ladies Hockey — 


Thursday, January 18th Tuesday, January 23rd 


Pree SORE 7 Be h | Rotary Club Juan Helluva Night 6:00 Historical Lantern Tour 
atur anuar ay 
Demo Days Marinctt Bee [ eeereainy Bie ccs Wednesday, Jannat 24th 
The Jasper Booster Scavenger Hunt 4:00 Friday, January 1 9th | Be Beers and Bites Caledonia Grill 
Yuk Yuk’s Comedy 8:30 

== = se as Ort im Seatey anton | Thursday, January “25th 
Sunday, January 14th aptain Tractor (Live Music) 10! | Taste of the Town 


er asec ey on 1:30 | Saturday, January 20th : 2 oo savin os - 

Skating Party 8 Cabane a Sucre saa Taste of Canadian Wine & Cheese 7:00- Friday January 26th 
Captain Tractor (Live Music) 10:00 4 

Wine in Winter ‘Tasting 


Monday, January 15th 
Beers and Bites 7:00 Sunday, January 21st Saturday, January 27th 


Solomon Demo Days Marmot Basin Avalanche Salers Duy MM B 
Tuesday, January 16th Children’s Movie Matinee 1:30 valanche Safety Day Marmot Basin 
Strathcona String Quartet 


Hospitality Challenge 1:00 An Evening of Wine and Food 7;00 | Ducks Unlimited of 
Wednesday, January 17th 1 
yg 7] Monday, January 22nd | Sunday, January 28th 


Marmot Challenge 11:00 Mixology and Munchies Earls 3-6:30 
Spirits of Jasper 7:00 ! Seniors Ski Week Marmot Basin 


Snowlraim to Jasper BEGINING JANUARY 12TH 


DEPART EDMONTON BY TRAIN AT 4PM FRIDAY + ARRIVE HOME BY 11:30PM SUNDAY! 
ALL WHILE RELAXING TO BEAUTIFUL MOUNTAIN VISTAS... 


for more info visit JASPERLIVE.COM 


Jasper In January Finale Brunch 
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Get a grip on nordic hills 


=| THE SKINNY 


> | CHRISTIE SCHULTZ 
© | christie@vueweekly.com 


For downhill skiers not familiar with 
cross-country, the defining characteristic 
of the skinny ski experience may be that 
there is no chairlift. That, and the fact 
that when you encounter hills, you will 
quite often be climbing up instead of rid- 
ing down. 

But more than a mere dividing line for 
separating the two experiences, hills 
present an interesting challenge for neo- 
phyte nordic skiers. This winter, only my 
third season skiing classic-style, I've had 
a few opportunities to ski with relative 
beginners. While most can conquer the 
flats without getting too technical, climb- 
ing hills presents a more immediate chal- 
lenge for first-timers on classic skis. Even 
the flattest loop at Goldbar, for instance, 
has same slopes. 

_ First, let's consider going up a small 
hill, the kind you think you can almost get 
Up using @ basic striding technique. These 
sinall hills are encountered frequently, so 
figuring out how to get up them is essen- 
tial. One option is to use your poles. Plant 
both of them and push yourself up the 
hill This works well, but it is difficult to 
maintain. 

The second option is to increase the 
tempo and decrease the length of your 
Stride, almost to add a little running hop, 
thereby improving your grip on the bill. (I 
like to sing @ song that resembles Find- 
(ng Nemo's “Just Keep Swimming” 
when I'm hopping—but don’t get too 
©arried away with the singing or the 
hopping: you still need to focus on mov- 
‘Ng forward, not just up and down and 
oud.) Because your hop is really just a 
shorter, faster version of your stride, 
when you get to the top of the hill, you 


Can usually just keep skiing. 

Steeper and longer hills require a 
slightly different approach. As soon as 
your regular stride and your bunny hop 
fail, you will need to get out of the tracks 
and use the “herringbone” technique. Ide- 
ally, you will create a “V” with your skis, 
tips facing outward. To do this properly, 
you step upwards with one foot at a time, 
inside edges slightly pressed into the 
snow. Plant your poles behind each foot 
as you step. 

This technique will enable you to make 
it up that really steep hill, but it can be 
difficult to master. The challenge at first 
is that the tails of the skis are long 
enough to keep crossing each other as 
you step. This is annoying, but it seems to 


be a problem that lessens with practice. 

Lifting one ski enough to get over the 
other completely is the goal, but it is hard 
to see what's going on back there when 
you're looking up hill. Try to take a look 
back, carefully, and keep practicing. 
When you get to the top, you can get 
back in the track and revert to a basic 
classic stride. 

The best way to know if you'll need to 
use this technique is if you see the track- 
set all but disappear into the characteris- 
tic herringbone pattern. Unless you're 
cutting your own tracks, it really helps to 
observe the tracks of those who've skied 
before you, which is almost as helpful as 
a chairlift ... except you still have to climb 
on your own. w 
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e Broiled Shrimp and Lobster 

¢ Steamed King and Snow Crab 
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te Chocolate Truffle Bar or Special Coffee 
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Skiers yen for wilder side, smaller 
crowds at Japanese resorts 


STEVEN KENWORTHY / steven@vueweekly.com 
here are some places that are 
| synonymous with skiing: local- 
ly, it’s the Rocky Mountains 
and the rest of the ranges heading 
into BC. 

Outside Canada, its places like Col- 
orado, Switzerland, Austria and 
France. For most people, Japan is one 
place that doesn’t come to mind. 

But maybe it should, when you take 
into account that it is home to over 600 
ski areas, giving Japan the largest 
number of resorts in the world. Thanks 
to the Siberian air mass, which brings 
cold fronts and extremely heavy snow- 
fall down from Russia, the Sea of Japan 
side of the main island of Honshu con- 
tains some of the snowiest regions in 
the world and there are mountains 
throughout the entire nation. 

With all that going for it, shouldn't 


Why so many 
resorts in Japan? 


Japan may have over 600 ski resorts, 
more than anywhere else in the 
world, but there is a catch to that sta- 
tistic—because not every resort 
operates exclusively on a single 
mountain. 

Each mountain can contain several 
resorts, a concept that differs from 
Canadian resort ownership. In North 
America, we have companies that 
operate more than one mountain; in 
Japan, there is more than one compa- 
ny operating each mountain. 

What appears to be one ski area in 
Japan is often actually owned and 
operated by several different compa- 
nies. You often won't even notice 
when you cross from one resort to 
another on the same mountain since 
the majority of companies operate 
together seamlessly using the same 
lift ticket. w 


=| JAPAN 


Japan be a front-line destination for 
skiing and snowboarding? 

Somehow, despite these natural 
advantages, Japan's ski resorts miss 
the mark. The reasons can be traced 
to back to both the Japanese psyche 
and the all-mighty yen. 

The biggest reason skiing in Japan 
lacks the appeal of other places may 
have to do with the overriding sense 
of social order that imprints itself on 
every aspect of Japanese life. 

The stereotype of a nation filled 
with white-shirt-and-tie worker 
drones enslaved by unwritten rules of 
manner and punctuality is not an 
accurate depiction of Japan—but it’s 
not entirely inaccurate either, and 
that’s the problem. 

To make sure everything stays safe 
and orderly, going off wide, crowded 
and clearly marked trails is almost 
entirely forbidden at Japanese ski 
resorts, and no one seems to bother to 
question it. Patrollers have lifeguard- 
style whistles that they blow at offend- 
ers who dare to dip under a rope and 
feel what actual ungroomed snow is 
like. There is a missing sense of adven- 
ture that is further hampered by the 
sheer number of skiers on the slopes. 

Japan's ski resorts are packed on 
weekends and holidays. Battling the 
crowds starts at the parking lot where 
a $10 parking fee is common. One 
pleasant surprise is the lack of long 
lift lines since most resorts have an 
excess of lifts to minimize waiting 
time. The drawback of an overly effi- 
cient lift system is that the slopes are 
overcrowded. 


THE JAPANESE SKI industry was also 


heavily affected by the bursting of the 
economic bubble in the early ‘90s. 
From the period known as the Japan- 
ese ski boom (roughly the late-'80s to 
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early 90s) to today, the number o; 
skiers has severely dwindled— 
although you would be hard-presseq 
to notice it as an outsider. Andrew 
Lea, creator and editor of Snow Japan 
the nation’s premier skiing and snow 
boarding website, says last year's 
skier totals were just 52.8 per cent o; 
what they were 10 years ago in th< 
Niigata area where he is based. 

“That's the kind of situation al| 
resorts are facing and a lot of them 
don't seem to know what to do 
There are a few places being taken 
over by new groups and there are 
signs they are trying to revitalize th: 
industry but I don’t know how far tha; 
will go.” He says. 

In the last decade, snowboarding 
has become at least as popular as sk; 
ing in Japan and in some areas now 
eclipses the number of skiers. The rise 
of snowboarding has also created a 
demand for terrain parks and halj 
pipes. With declining numbers of cu 
tomers, Japanese resorts have been 
slow to invest in the development of 
terrain parks, unlike North American 
resorts that almost all have a signifi 
cant amount of slope space dedicated 
to half pipes, rail slides and well-man- 
icured jumps. 

“(Terrain parks] seemed to take 
while to get going here,” says Lea 
“They might have been a bit late ii 
starting, but resorts are getting better 
It’s one of the things they are realizing 
they have to do.” 

There are signs of decline at almosi 
every resort. Most of the larger resorts 
today have at least a few lifts that have 
been decommissioned due to a lack o! 
demand. The rusting metal hulks sil 
covered in snow as the owners are 
either unwilling to pay for the cost 0! 
removal or still hold out hope for 
return to the glory years when they will 
again need the extra capacity. 

Today, there is little of the financial 
lure to resorts that the boom year 
produced, but there are few teas 
being shed by long-term mountair 
lovers. 

"Glittery ski suits and more lil\ 
than were needed was what I remem- 
ber most about the busy times in the 
“80s,” grumbles Mitch Reid, a trans 
planted American who had been ‘re 
quenting the resorts around Hakuba 
one of the nation’s top skiing areas 
for the last 30 years. “It’s so much be! 
ter now, especially during the wee! 
when almost no one is here.” 

Despite all its drawbacks, there 
still a passion for riding the sno 
within Japan and the proof can \ 
seen early each morning at son’ 
resorts when the lights normally us¢! 
for night skiing are turned on and t N 
lifts start carrying customers as et 
as 5 am. It’s a sign of dedicated ride 
but, as Nori Okada, a ero 
snowboarder from Osaka explai" 
the reasoning for such early morn!" 
starts spells out much of whal 
wrong about skiing in Japan. 

“We can go on all the same cours 
when it is dark in the morning as “ 
can during the day so it’s good | 
come as early as we can.” W 
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* 2 NIGHTS ACCOMMODATION 
¢ HOT BUFFET BREAKFAST 
* 2 DAYS LIFTS AT MARMOT BASIN 
* STARTING FROM $242 PER PERSON 
ASE ON NODE OecaPUCY sano AcconanAiN 


ASK ABOUT THE OPTION TO UPGRADE TO 
KITCHEN AND FIREPLACE SUITES! 


JASPER NATIONAL PARK, AB 
780-852-4461 « WWW.JASPERINN.COM 
TOLL FREE 1-800-661-1933 
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MARMOT BASIN 


SKIINGJASPER.COmM 


JASPER, ALBERTA ° 1-866-952-3816 « SKIMARMOT.COM 
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‘SHOW TRAIN EXPRESS TO JASPER! 


Leave for Jasper at 4pm Friday on the urain 
VISIT WWW.JASPERLIVE.COM FOR INFO 
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* HOT CANADIAN BREAKFAST EACH MORNING 
* TWO LIFT TICKETS FOR 

‘OT BASIN (PER PERSON) 

* BREAKFAST GRATUITIES 
* 250 ABROPLAN POINTS 
filles a 


- 


NATURAIN a ow ‘ 
| eeciciah 66796427, 


o> Tes 


SNOW ZONE 


JANAURY 11- JANUARY 17,2007 \7UWEweExay 17 


Ski Right To Your Door! Asecnsms 


* Just a short scenic 1.5 drive from 
Banff in B.C.'s beautiful Columbia 
Valley. 

* Ski, snowboard, cross-country ski, 
sleigh ride, snowshoe, heli-ski, fish, 
skate, spa, hot pools, sauna, restau~ 
rants, lounges, shopping and lessons 
are all within walking distance. 

* All properties are equipped with a 


fireplace, microwave, 
dishwasher, fridge, stove, TV, DVD, 
stereo, patio and gas bbq. 

* It only makes sense to enjoy your 
worry-free winter get-a-way at Pan- 
orama with High Country Properties! 


1-800-665-1801 


www.highcountryproperties.com 
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CONDITION 


REPORT 


=p 
Rabbit Hill — 60cm base, 10cm of new snow and snowing, all lifts and runs open 
Snow Valley — 60cm base, 10cm of new snow and snowing, all lifts and runs open 
Sunridge — 60cm base, Gem of new snow and snowing, all lifts and 11/12 runs open 


Alberta 

C.0.P.— 75cm hase, Ocm of new snow in the past 7 days, all lifts open 

Castle Mt. — 95-220cin base, 93cm of new snow in past 7 days, all lifts and 64 runs open 
Lake Louise — 141-232cm base, 44cm of snow in the past 7 days, all lifts and runs open 
Marmot Basin — 123cm base, 61cm of new snow in the past 8 days, all lifts and main runs open 
Mt Norquay — 130cm base, 20cm of new snow in the past 3 days, all lifts and runs open 
Nakiska — 45-80cm base, 13cm of new snow in the past 3 days, 5/6 lifts and 24/28 runs open 
Sunshine — 178cm base, 45cm of snow in the past 4 days, all lifts and nuns open 

Tawatinaw — All lifts and runs open, 10:00 — 4:30 


BL. 

Apex — 154cm base, 2cm of new snow in the past 24 hours, 4 lifts and 66/67 runs open 

Big White — 189cm base, 47cm of new snow in the past 7 days, 15/16 lifts and 109/118 runs open 
Fairmont — 41-79em base, no new snow, all lifts and runs open 

Femie — 240cm base, 87cm of new snow in the past 7 days, 9/10 lifts and 105 runs open 

Kicking Horse — 226cm base, 47cm of new snow in the past 2 days, all lifts and runs open 
Kimberley — 95-138cm base, 66cm of new snow in the past 7 days, 5 lifts and 80 runs & glades open 
Mt. Washington — 31 1cm base, 35cm of new snow in the past 2 days, all lifts and runs open 
Panorama — 86-134cm base, 76cm of new snow in the past 7 days, all lifts and runs open 

Powder King — 280cm base, 25cm of new snow in the past 3 days 

Powder Springs — 118-245cm base, 28cm of new snow in the past 3 days, all lifts and runs open 
Red Mt. — 20fiem base, 30cm of new snow in the past 5 days, all lifts open 

Silver Star — 113-177em base, 54cm of new snow in the past 7 days, all lifts and runs open 

Sun Peaks — 137cm hase, 28cm of new snow in the past 7 days, 11/12 lifts and all runs open 
Whitewater — 275cm base, 15cm of new snow in the past 3 days, 3 lifts and 9 runs open 

Whistler/ Blackcomb — 305cm base, BGem of new snow in the past 7 days, 21 lifts and 80 runs open 


U.S.A. 

Big Mt — 173em base, 77cm of new snow in the past 7 days, 10 lifts and 93 runs open 

Big Sky — 75-113cm base, no new snow, 14+ lifts and 3400 acres of terrain open 

Crystal Mt. — 90cm base, 15cm of real snow since Monday, 5 lifts and 11/45 runs open 

49 North — 223-330cm base, 18cm of new snow in the past 2 days, 24 (35%) of trails groomed 
Great Divide — 63em base, 20cm of new snow in the past 7 days, 60 runs open 

Lookout Pass — 238cm base, 15cm of new snow in the past 2 days, famous Lookout chili in the lodge! 
Mt Spokane — 147-208cm base, no new snow in the past 24 hours, all lifts and runs open 
Schweitzer Mt — 135-280cm base, 68cm of new snow in past 7 days, Cougar Gulch Nordic Race this Sat. 
Silver Mt Resort — 238cm base, 10cm of snow in past 2 days, 5 lifts and 69 runs open 

Sun Valley — 93-130cm base, no new snow, 4 lifts and 45 runs open; Dollar Mt. is now open 
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Cypress Mountain slowly 
becomes an ocean view 
Mount Olympics 


TIMOTHY DERKSEN / timothy@vueweekly.com 
f you're not staying on location at 
| the resort, you can’t beat a half- 
hour travel time. My day began at 
the very reasonable time of 7 am for a 
planned departure of 8 am. 

Circumstances dictated that the 
actual time for departure would come 
at 8:30, but it hardly mattered. | was 
going skiing at the Cypress Moun- 
tain, leaving from south of downtown 
Vancouver on a Sunday. Traffic was 
light and quick with no large delays. 
In just half an hour, I was at the hill. 

Since all my ski equipment was 
back home in Alberta, I had to go to 
the rental shop on the hill. In the 
rental shop, the helpful and courteous 
staff made my trip as enjoyable and as 
quick as can be expected. For $37.72 
(and a $2 damage waiver), you get 
your skis, poles and boots, then all 
that’s left is to get a lift ticket. At $46, 
tickets are not yet at peak prices but, 
if you're going on a weekend in Janu- 
ary or February, expect to pay up to 
$50. Now, with my ticket and my 
rentals, | was ready to hit the slopes. 

I had come up to the hill with a cou- 
ple of friends, and we were excited to 
get our new season underway. Lucki- 
ly, the rainfall we'd had that morning 
was letting up just a little bit as we 
headed off to the Sunrise Quad Chair 
to quench our thirst for some snow. 

We decided to try a blue run for the 
start of a brand new ski season. The 
rain made the snow sticky and our 
legs had to adjust quickly so that we 
wouldn't go face first into it. It took 
some time for our legs to adapt to the 
heavier, wetter West Coast conditions, 
but by making a few adjustments we 
were able to get down and ride the 
chair once again. 

The second time up the chair, my 
companions and I looked over our 
shoulders to observe the view that 
Cypress offers. With a look over our 
right shoulders we could see West Van- 
couver and the ocean under a blanket 
of cloud. To our left was a view of 
Howe Sound and the Coast Mountains. 
Noticing that Cypress has a run called 
Panorama on the opposite mountain to 
the Sunrise Quad and Mount Strachan, 
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we decided that this run would have to 
take us over to Black Mountain and the 
Eagle Express quad. 


BLACK MOUNTAIN HAS BEEN undergo- 
ing changes in the last year in prepara- 
tion for the 201G Vancouver Olympics 
Cypress will be only the second winter 
Olympics venue on the ocean, the first 
being in Oslo, Norway. The events to 
be held on the mountain are aerials, 
moguls, parallel giant slalom and hali- 
pipe snowboarding, boarder cross, and 
possibly, skier cross. 

The facelift of the mountain is one 
of the first constructions for the 
Olympics. Already completed for the 
Games are some terrain alterations 
for the boarder cross and PGS as well 
as a 250-metre long, 27-degree slope 
for moguls and aerials. A new chairlift 
will be installed so that the time for 
athletes to get up the hill will be less 
than eight minutes. 

To actually host Olympic events 
Cypress must first host a World Cup 
competition. The World Cup compet! 
tion is planned for 2009 and a few 
other international competitions arc 
planned in earlier seasons. Already 
the US snowboarding team has visit 
ed the hill, stopping by last season to 
get a feel for the hill and get prepared 
for the Olympics, still four years away 

Along with the hill facelifts, there 
will be two 12 000-seat stadiums. 4 
new lodge is also planned, which will 
help with traffic flow—as currently the 
lodge sits in the parking lot area and 
cars must stop to let pedestrians ge! 
to the hill. And nine new runs will be 
cut into Black Mountain, expanding 
the area available to skiers and 
boarders. 

During the Olympics, however, thes¢ 
new facilities will not be available ' 
the public. The parking lot will also be 
closed to the public, with visitors using 
a shuttle bus to get to the hill. 


WITH THESE CHANGES already making 


an impression on Black Mountain, my 


party set off for Panorama. When 
coming down Panorama, a gently 
sloping green run, a stop should be 
made at the U-turn that takes riders 
back to the lift. The views from here 
are fantastic. After pausing for a 
moment to take it in, we decided to 
do a few speedy runs before stopping 
for a bite. 

After a $13 lunch, consisting of a 
rib sandwich, poutine and a drink, it 
was time to test out the Sky chair 
and the highest point on the hill. 
Taking a quick run to get adjusted to 
the lower visibility-at the top, we 
decided that maybe just one more on 
the Sky chair would be enough. 

Another short trip down under- 
neath the chair left us with a choice: 
how do we get back down to the 
Sunrise chair? Either we could take 
the Humpty Dumpty run or we 
could hike a little bit and get onto 
another run. 

We chose Humpty Dumpty, and it 
paid off with the best run of the 
day—a fun run through a narrow 
area cut into the trees. It isa 
secluded little spot where the rest 
of the hill cannot be seen nor needs 
to be. The moguls are large but not 
too challenging, and it's perfect for 
a little connection with nature. 
After a few more afternoon runs we 
called it a day, as the rain and the 
cold were starting to seep through. 

At an elevation of 522 metres, 
Cypress is the largest hill in the 
North Shore mountains, but it's not 
huge, and the runs are of a medium 
length. One day is enough to cover 
all the runs on the hill, and the ter- 
rain is good for intermediate and 
lower level skiers. With only two 
double-black runs, more advanced 
skiers will be looking for some- 
thing more challenging than what 
Cypress has to offer, but if you’re 
adventurous, you can increase the 
level of difficulty with a little explo- 
ration. 

What Cypress lacks in size and 
challenge, however, it makes up for 
in personality. It is a fun hill with 
reat staff and should be experi- 
enced by all but the best skiers and 
snowboarders, for a fun day and 
greatviews, 

Cypress also offers cross-country 
skiing, snow tubing, and snowshoe- 
ing. In the future, summer sports 
enthusiasts will also have more 
pportunities to enjoy the hill; after a 

Successful test run of mountain bik- 
ing, management is looking to incor- 
Porate it as a hill mainstay. 


Of course, it is already a hiking 
destination and may someday hold 
€vents in the planned new lodge. 
With all the Olympic renos and 
planned expansions, this Vancouver 
playground is worth keeping an eye 
on—and not just for the views. w 
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Winter Requiem a mass for freeskiers 


S2 
a) 


MOVIE 


HART GOLBECK / hart@vueweekly.com 
he latest Ride Freesport cine- 
| ma movie is now online and 
can be viewed for free with 
Windows Media Player (High Quali- 
ty) or Quicktime (Medium Quality) at 
winter-requiem.com. 

Winter Requiem launched as part 
of the Ride Freesport British Freeski 
Film Festival earlier in the season 

The movie, which is 20 minutes 
long, is a creative montage of all 
that a winter season in the moun- 
tains holds in store, and what you 
can expect to find from the start of a 
new day to the end. Producer and 
cameraman Warren Smith really 
mixes deep powder and terrain park 
shots well, and he certainly loves to 
play with the special effects 


as 
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I was a little concerned at the 
beginning because of the clouds and 
gloomy music but it picks up quickly 
once the real show begins. The 
soundtrack isn’t half bad, and Smith 


scenes to the beat o 
nice thing about online 
you can check out speci 


| stepchild 


many more! 
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What wine goes with world domination? 


CHRISTOPHER THRALL / dish@vueweekly.com 

y brother-in-law stayed with 
M: over the holidays. Along 

with a casual attitude 
toward cursing and an affinity for late 
nights, he brought with him a history 
of strategy board gaming that rivals 
my own. 

We warmed up on Christmas Eve 
with a game of Risk, but our intricate 
manoeuvres and trash talk were shut 
down by an 11-year-old cousin who 
was playing for the first time. Some- 
times puppets get out of hand. 

The next night, however, I brought 
out my classic 1991 Axis & Allies 
game. I was prepared to introduce my 
brother-in-law to two new pleasures: 
wine and a WWII-style smackdown by 
the urbanite who martied his kid sister. 

As he sorted through his Allied plas- 
tic figurines, I opened our first bottle. I 
chose an Obikwa Rosé from South 
Africa ($14.95) to start, guessing that 
the slightly chilled fruit and floral 
flavours would overcome a wine neo- 
phyte’s initial reluctance. Perhaps the 
sweetness would disarm him and leave 
him unprepared for the initial German 
assault. | was right on both counts. 

He had claimed that he wouldn't 
drink anything with a big yellow bird 
on the label, but ended up enthusing 
about the taste and even smiling as 
my German forces took Karelia 
Although sweeter than I normally pre- 
fer, the wine's pleasant, refreshing 
taste didn’t demand much attention. It 
was the perfect summer wine for a 
winter’s night, and allowed me to 
focus on marshalling my troops. 

I toasted him as I mopped up some 
of Africa, then saw my expensive 
bomber shot down over London on its 


(TALIA 
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first mission. I followed that minor 
setback with a Japanese assault on 
America’s unready Hawaiian fleet. As 
the Axis, either you expand explosive- 
ly or you're roadkill. 

Russian legions marched into Kare- 
lia and I was forced to re-take it. I fin- 
ished off Africa and Britain was 
throwing all of its money into planes 
when we opened the second bottle. 
The Aussie Shiraz from Wyndham 
Estate ($17.50) was a terrific segue 
from the more delicate rosé: darker 
tones accented the red, but it still 
boasted a full, fruity nose and my 
brother sipped his glass happily. The 
die-hard beer drinker was enjoying 
the varied tastes and stronger kick. 


PERSONALLY, | LOVE lingering over a 
good Shiraz. The Wyndham Estate 
delivered the standard fruitbomb 
flavour, of course, but the taste was 
smooth as it slid across my palate. No 
jagged edges disrupted the flow. 
Unfortunately, that meant that it also 
didn’t shout for my attention—but 
sometimes a quiet glass of wine is 
just what the expansionist despot 
needs during a life-and-death struggle 
for Lebensraum. 

The slow, mellow fire of the Shiraz 
fuelled the game’s intensity as the 
American war machine fired up and 
claimed more of our slightly fogged 
attention. Despite the occasional 
rules dispute (he rolls all of his dice at 
once to pick out the rolls that suc- 
ceed and I have some odd ideas 
about troop transports), the game 


proceeded amicably. 

Japan took the Soviet Far East and 
cemented its hold on central Asia. 
Russia was dealing with the German 
menace and couldn't assist. Great 
Britain grew quietly, sending bombers 
on strategic strafing missions over 
Berlin and keeping the North Sea bot- 
tled up. Suddenly, American 
researchers discovered both long- 
range aircraft and heavy bombers: 
once they entered the fight, the war 
was over. But that would take two 
turns and the Axis had a combined 
industrial production of 72 in a game 
that requires 84 for victory. 


We emptied the Shiraz and I opened . 


a token French wine that the guy at the 
liquor store recommended over the 
Beaujolais | had been considering. I'm 
not fond of the thin textures and overly 
nuanced flavours so popular in Euro- 
pean reds and the 2002 Lirac from 
Chateau Saint-Roch ($31.95) was no 
exception. My brother-in-law handed 
his glass back to me with a grimace. 


| OPENED MY tast bottle for him 
instead, an inoffensive Chardonnay 
Semillion from Kelowna in a stylish 
XOXO bottle ($11.95). He found it very 
easy to drink and preferred its lighter, 
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grassy flavours to the Lirac, but 
mourned the empty Obikwa. Unfortu- 
nately, Beaumont had no liquor stores 
open at 2 am on Boxing Day. 

Instead of moving on to the 
Chardonnay myself, I faced my two 
glasses of Lirac like a trooper. I found 
it a little too complicated and slightly 
sour after the sweet rosé and boister- 
ous Shiraz. | ended up savouring the 
delicate tannins and strong opening, 
but noticed it vanishing from the back 
of my tongue. The lack of an after- 
taste encouraged me to drain it faster 
than I would have otherwise and my 
own complicated advance started to 
falter and fade as I forgot to look at 
entire sections of the game board. 

The US, seemingly unhampered by 
my brother-in-law's equal consump- 
tion of the fresh, slightly flatter tones 
of the chilled Okanagan white, 
anchored an armada off the coast of 
Alaska. Great Britain was poised to 
strike. | probably had one more turn to 
take a few more territories and push 
me up over 84 production points. 

Russia retook and relost Karelia. 
Germany made a spirited play for the 
Caucasus and left some troops on 
Africa’s coast to deter the looming 
American threat. The damn British 


° e ° . 


Sotra 


AUTHENTIC 
TURKISH 


CUISINE. | 


took Finland/Norway and threw every 
plane it had into Kamikaze missions 
to clear out Western Europe for the 
upcoming Normandy invasion. Japan 
claimed another piece of Russia, took 
India and cleaned out China. | left a 
few watercraft off the coast of the 
Soviet Far East to offer a tempting 
alternative target to my shipping 
lanes in the Sea of Japan. 


UNSURPRISINGLY, THE STATES went on 
a simple, Chardonnay-inspired offen- 
sive to establish a foothold in Western 
Europe. His enhanced aircraft pulver- 
ized my defences and suddenly there 
were US troops within spitting dis 
tance of Berlin. The Axis was two 
points short of victory that turn, but 
with Mexico, New Zealand, Caucasus 
and Finland/Norway (plus a narrow 
defence of Western Europe the second 
time around), I was well over the total 
at the end of the next. We packed u; 
the game at 4:30 am and went to bed 

A good strategy game against a 
worthy opponent is a real pleasure 
and so is a series of good wines 
shared with someone discovering 
wine for the first time. It was fun to 
take control of the territories that pro- 
duced each bottle—I ended up with 
three quarters of them. On many lev- 
els, this evening was a rare indul- 
gence in my busy life. 

I made the standard resolution: 
this year: lose weight and get a han- 
dle on our finances. I think I'll add 
one more. I’m going to spend a little 
more time with family and friends, 
and pursue some more board gaming 
The holiday season shouldn't have an 
exclusive hold on these great times 
we shared. W 
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TASTE FOR THE MEMORIES The next 
one of Henry Song's incomparable Sup- 
perclubs at Four Rooms has just been 
announced. He will feature “The Foods 
of our Lives,” with selections we 
savoured at ages 4, 14, 24, 34 and 
dessert based on our twilight years. 
The 14-year-old’s palate gets a boost 
with a mushroom-stuffed beef burger 
and the wild 24-year-old will identify 
with the Bento-style sampler. He'll 
have something for everyone, superb 
wine pairings and a few surprises. Drop 
him a note at h3song@hotmail.com. 
Fach Supperclub has about 20 seats, so 
book early. 


FRIDAY NIGHT AT THE BLUE PLATE 
Don't miss the lamb and vegetable 
curry served over saffron rice for $18, 

or the vegetarian option: paneer and 
vegetable curry made with homemade 
cheese and vegetables for $14. Their 
regular menu is terrific, but these spe- 

cials are worth writing home about! 


Dish Weekly spills the beans on culi- 
nary happenings around town. Got an 
event, an announcement or some 
unsubstantiated gossip? Email 
dish@vueweekly.com or fax 426.2889. 
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Thu-Sat Jan 11-13 
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edmonton city centre 
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Here’s a wee heavy to 
warm the cockles 
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BREWING, 
uh taut BORDERS, SCOTLAND, 
5.49 / 330 ML BOTTLE 


After suffering through stalled vehicles, 
snow-packed sidewalks and icy streets, 
| long for a reprieve from our enduring 
winter. One of my favourite escapes on 
a frigid evening is a rare yet oh-so- 
delectable beer from the 
middle of nowhere in 
Scotland. A brewery few 
have heard of has uncon- 
ditionally won me over. 

Traquair's House Ale is 
the finest “wee heavy"— 
or scotch ale—l have ever 
experienced. The biggest- 
selling version of the 
style, McEwan’s, is too 
inconsistent, and it is hard 
to find many others in 
Western Canada. 

A classic wee heavy requires a deft 
touch: | want big malt and a sweet fin- 
ish; dark fruit esters and smokiness are 
necessities. Above all, it needs to remain 
drinkable. Traquair walks that tightrope 
with aplomb. Its rich brown colour is 


accentuated by deep ruby notes. The off- 
white head, while short-lived, contrasts 
nicely with the beer's darkness. The 
aroma starts with a caramel sweetness, 
but delicate smoke weaves between the 
caramel and toffee. If you linger, you'll 
detect a tiny hint of peat to round out the 
aromatic picture. 

The taste matches the initial sensa- 
tion. An assertive—but not overpower- 
ing—malt meets your palate. A 
rounded smoke flavour dries out the 
overall impression and adds complexity 
to the experience. What makes this 
beer exceptional is the softness of the 
smoke. It is available, but doesn't push 
out the other flavours. 

Topping it all off is a gen- 
tle alcohol warming. 
Traquair is 7.2 per cent alco- 
hol, and its tow fermenta- 
tion temperatures result in 
no harshness or kickback. 
Soft heat lies at the core of 
this heer's winter suitability. 
It takes the edge off arctic 
temperatures—or at least 
you stop caring how cold it 
is outside. 

Traquair House Ale is not the easiest 
beer to find, so make sure you bundle up 
as you head out. Remember that, if you 
can find it (perhaps at Sherbrooke Liquor 
on St Albert Trail), even the wonderful 
warmth of Traquair can only take you so 
far in Edmonton during the winter. w 
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Calgary Trail ¢ 


MOXIE'S 
CLASSIC 
GRILL 


Whatever you’re in the mood for. 


° St. Albert Trail 
West Edmonton Mall ¢ Kingsway ¢ 170th Street 


moxies.com 
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sunday ‘classic’ brunch 10-3pm — 
9914 89ave 
437 5588 


farth's General Store Cculinacafe.ca 


now serving 
fairtrade coffee 
from 
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www.langanoskies.com 


9920-82 Ave 
432-3334 


Vegetarians just got Lucky 


ELLA JAMESON / ella@vueweekly.com 
I et’s get one thing straight: | am 
not a vegetarian. Sure, I went 
through a phase in college 
when I didn’t eat meat. It wasn’t that I 
didn’t like it—I just couldn't afford it. 
With my first paycheque after gradua- 
tion, I bought a big ol’ steak and ate it 
with a side of pork chops. 

A couple of my friends-are vegetari- 
ans, bless them, but they seldom eat 
out. At a restaurant that caters to 
omnivores, they can never be certain 
that the kitchen is keeping their prepa- 
ration areas separate for vegan dishes. 

So when one of them pointed out 
the Lucky Saloon and Eatery, a 
brand spankin’ new south side vege- 
tarian restaurant just off 99 Street, it 
didn’t take much spurring to convince 
me to check it out with them. 

That Saturday morning, my veggie- 
lovin’ friends went for a morning ski, I 
did some Whyte Avenue window shop- 
ping, and four of us met at Lucky just 
after 1 pm. The tiny restaurant was 
pretty eccentric-looking from the out- 
side, and doesn’t let you down when 
you walk through the doors. In a flash- 
back to the ‘50s, six Formica tables sur- 
rounded by wooden chairs sat among 
walls adorned with framed paint-by- 
number horses and offbeat landscapes. 

Each table had a vintage sugar 


bowl and a kitschy set of salt and . 


pepper Shakers; ours was a pair of 
well-worn bluebirds. Gingham cur- 
tains were hung in the windows, and 
country and western music wailed 
gently from the speakers mounted 
near the kitchen. 

Dressed like Alice from Mel's Diner 
in her 1960's style uniform and stock- 
ings, Rachelle offered us menus and 
took my order for a glass of Limonata 
($2). A carbonated lemon soda from 
Italy. Limonata honestly tastes like it 
was just picked from the tree. 

The menu had seven choices of 
entrées for $8.95. One friend ordered 
the Freddie Fender Bender, a com tor- 
tilla topped with beans, cheese, 
greens, salsa and sour cream with a 
side of potatoes. Another went for the 
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TCB (Takin’ Care of Business); layers 
of tofu, basil and sun dried tomatoes 
served on a bed of polenta and 
topped with tomato sauce and 
cheese. Two of us ordered the Nana’s 
New Wave, featuring potato and 
onion perogies topped with onion and 
garlic, served with vegan sausage. 


SHORTLY AFTER WE placed our orders, 
we each received a small melmac 
bowl of fresh mixed greens topped 
with a secret house dressing and 
bright red pomegranate seeds. The 
dressing was fantastic and the tart 
pomegranate seeds were a great fes- 
tive touch. 

As we finished up our salads, out 
came similar melmac plates with our 
entrées. Co-owners Penny Buckner 
and her sister Audrey Bray scoured 
local thrift shops and eBay in search 
of the near-mint condition serving 
dishes and plates for the authentic 
lunch-counter look. Penny calls the 
style Yukon Diner, and it fits with the 
building's design and facade. 

My perogies were fresh and hot and 
the vegan sausage prepared in the 
convection oven was both decidedly 
tasty and far spicier than | would have 
expected. Served with green onions, 
sour cream and faux bacon bits, it was 
a hearty plate of comfort food that any 
baba would be proud to serve. 

One of my vegetarian friends was 
savouring the polenta, tofu, basil and 
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tomatoes, which led to a discussion ot 
what polenta was, exactly. He origi- 
nally thought he was eating a some- 
what bland pineapple. I set him 
straight on the cornmeal confection 
unable to resist the opportunity to say 
“Kiss my grits!” 

Another friend was savouring the 
tortilla with beans, greens and salsa | 
had a small sample and was suitably 
impressed with the fresh herbs tha 
made the dish sing like a Latin Elvi 
Costello. 

After finishing our meals, we could 
n't resist the temptation of dessert 
We ordered a slice of the chocolate 
peanut butter swirl cheesecake, fres! 
from the oven ($5.95), and a banana 
split made with soy ice cream, topped 
with raspberries, blackberries and 
cranberries ($5.95). Both were altruis- 
tically passed around the table, every- 
one oohing and aahing over the 
cheesecake and marvelling at how 
much healthier it must be than the 
non-vegan version. 

Ten years in the business and ready 
for a new challenge, Penny and 
Audrey now split their time between 
their successful Café Mosaics on 
Whyte and Lucky on 99th. They spent 
two months renovating the forme: 
Two Hot Peppers and preparing fo! 
their opening in early November 

They hope to have their liquor 
license within the next few weeks and 
plan a patio for the summer months 
Currently open six days a week from 
10 to 3 pm, they anticipate expanding 
their hours as needs demand. With 
the attention to detail, a love of good 
cuisine and a dedication to their her 
bivore clientele, these Lucky ladies 
have staked a claim on a potential 
goldmine. vw 
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it who says this is hid- 
. What you come to 
“the j journey into and 
through adulthood is that the 
a to life are perpetually elu- 
sive, always comprehended some- 
time after the fact—when you get 
older. It doesn’t matter if that “older” 
means 16 or 46. 

When Gabe (Dana Anderson) and 
Karen (Linda Grass)—the happily 
married couple in Theatre Buffet Co- 

op's Dinner with Friends—discover 
that their best friend couple Tom 
(George Szilagyi) and Beth (Davina 
Stewart) are splitting up, that Tom 
has been having an affair, their 
world is thrown into a tailspin. 
Everything | had seemed so perfect. 
They would all share in the gourmet 
meals Gabe and Karen learned 
through their work as food writers, 
and their kids were friends. 

Winner of the 2000 Pulitzer Prize, 
Donald Margulies’s play goes where 
many divorce tales don't. We don’t 
have to watch one of the characters 
become endlessly demonized, and 
we don't have to fret for the children 
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DINNER WITH FRIENDS 
DVRECED BY TREVOR SCHMIDT 
WRITEN BY DONALD MARGULIS 
STARRING OANA ANDERSON, A GRASS, 
DAMA STEWART, GEORGE SLAB 
HOY THEATRE (10708 124 STEEN, 
S15-§18& PAY WHAT YOU CAN TUESDAY 


through a vicious custody battle. 

No, instead we watch how the 
split affects a longstanding friendship 
between two couples, with the ques- 
tion of “who are we going to side 
with?’ hovering in the air like bad 
perfume. 

“We've seen people split up,” 
Stewart explains, clasping her mug 
of tea, “and then there’s that moment 
when you think, well my relationship 
with that person is different now. 
How will we redefine that relation- 
ship, how will it redefine itself?” 

“How will it change our lives, 
too?” Szilagyi adds. “Because it does 
change, people do drop out of your 
life when things like that happen. 
Depending on what the circum- 
stances of the relationship where to 
start with.” 4 

"Yeah, like did Gabe on stay 
friends with Tom because he got 
married to Beth?” Stewart continues, 
taking us through her own discovery. 
“They had their kids together, and so 
they are the same age, so it was con- 
venient for them to socialize.” 


WHILE DINNER WITH FRIENDS is 


heavy on relationship study, howev- 


PE 


er, it also plunges headfirst into char- 
acters and how they develop. 

“1 think, when I first read it, it 
came across as fairly conventional, 
American, you know, sort of com- 
mercial theatre,” Szilagyi says. “But 
there is such a real, raw edge to it, 

~where a lot of the discussions and 
searching of self really cuts to the 
bone, cuts really cleanly to the bone 
in a lot of moments.” 

And refreshingly, in those 
moments, Margulies refrains from 
judging his characters, Although we 
learn soon after the play opens that 
Tom has been having an affair, Din- 
ner never devolves into misandry. 
Instead, the playwright strives to 
offer up some sort of understanding 
of effect over cause. 

“It's fairly unique in that it actually 
gives a human voice to the wrong- 
doer, the philandering man,” Szilagyi 


MORE BEST OF THEATRE 2006 / 24 (P=. 3a 


DANCE: FORM VS CONTENT/25 i “§ 


> hard to swallow in Dinner with Friends 


explains. “Usually he’s just generally 
there to instigate the action and the 
turmoil and the conflict.” 

“But nobody is really a villain in 
this,” Stewart adds. 

And because there are no bad 
guys, or girls, here, there are no clear 
winners or losers. What we're left 
with is what the elders in our lives 
could never really tell us. 

“There's a real sense of it not get- 
ting any easier when you get older,” 
Szilagyi explains. “You still have to 
deal with complex choices and feel- 
ings. Like when I was younger | 
always thought that okay, once I got 
my shit together by 30, then the rest 
of my life will roll along. But it does- 
n't work out that way, and the chal- 
lenges are as extreme as they were 
back then.” 

And we all just have to make it up 
as we go along. v 


Wingfield always looks on the bright side of life 
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years now, amounting to about 3 600 
performances as Walt Wingfield and 
his small town brethren—the kind of 
longevity that makes distinguishing 
actor and part(s) virtually impossible. 

Beattie finds that the extended 
stay in the same theatrical skin is 
actually quite liberating for.an 
artist—once people come to expect 
something, there’s almost no end to 
the way in which you can play with 
those expectations. — 

“We've certainly gotten to the 
point where people can be fairly con- 
fident of what sort of thing they're 
going to see when they come to a 
Wingfield play, which I think is its 
own kind of motivation for us to do 


> 


more,” explains Beattie. 

“One the one hand, you can't sim- 
ply be doing more of the same with 
every show: you're either moving 
forward or moving back, you're 
never standing still. At the same 
time, though, there’s a lot of free- 
dom, because we're allowed to take 
just about anything we want to talk 
about and do it, so long as we can fit 
it in the show's world—which we're 
getting pretty good at doing.” 


FOR WINGFIELD'S INFERNO, Beattie, 
brother/director Douglas and writer 
Dan Needles have decided to talk 
about how the overarching fear of 
bad things happening to us is ruining 
our society. When Persephone’s 
Orange Hall burns down—subtle nod 
to the fact Beattie’s first performance 
of Wingfield came in a venue called 
the Orange Hall, if you like trivia— 
Walt’s attempts to get it rebuilt are 
stymied by the fact no one is willing 
to take the risks necessary to do so. 


ARTS 


As Beattie explains, the issue is 
close to everyone's life, but especially 
the small town the play is based on— 
we city folk might not notice as much 
when insurance worries close a local 
hockey rink, for instance, but in places 
that only have so much to do, every 
little bit hurts, usually quite a bit. 

“Dan [Needles] sits on the Fair 
Committee where he lives, and three 
years in a row, his town, Shelburne, 
hasn't been able to have a harvest 
fair because it can’t afford the insur- 
ance premiums,” explains Beattie 
with a hint of disgust in his laid back, 
gentle voice. 

“A major, central part of that com- 
munity’s life, and their quality of life, 
is gone, because people are worried 
about the bad things that might hap- 
pen. At some point, you have to just 
accept that bad things might happen 
and go on, because if you worry 

about them that much, there's a 
point where you're not left with 
much of anything that’s good.” w 


JANAURY 11 - JANUARY 17,2007 WWE 


Can't we all 
Just get along? 


& | DIRTY LAUNDRY 


JOEL SEMCHUK 


a) 
= 
wu dirtylaundry Qyueweekly.com 
= 


Back from England, Laurel Canyon has 
a new hat. Dwayne Minsky does as 
well, except his makes him look 
sissy. Chery] Oogachaka’s coat is 
leather with fabulous fur sle Dr 
Excellente is performing a full examina- 
tion on himself for VDs, and for the 
new year, team owner Diane Knotley is 
going to try ... being nice. 

Jamie-Majors Capilano is tired of 
watching her husband cry out in his 
sleep, or run around the kitchen in his 
sleep waving a fondue fork, or stab the 
cat (in his sleep) but she figured, with 
Diane out of the picture, her husband 
might improve. And it seems that 
Cheryl and Doris Excellente both agree 
with her. Ex-coach Rollie Doobie does 
as well, at least he did right before 
Starting to kiss Jamie 

Rollie was in a rough state, though: 
earlier, his stressed-out wife, Coach 
Mitzi, came to him with talk of wanting 
to jump off the High Level ... Rollie still 
wanted sex, though. 

After several months of marriage 
Cheryl and Hogie Oogachaka are in cou- 
ples therapy (her Christmas gift to him), 
even though Cheryl offered to go alone 
Hogie’s not sure who he is and where 
his life is going, so he drank a few and 
broke down in Laurel's bar. Laurel was 
able to raise his spirits, however, with 
an inspirational message: “Let the Truth 
Stop the Puck.” Laurel was no doubt in 
a good mood as Diane had earlier been 
practicing being nice to her. 

How unfortunate that others weren't 
as receptive: Dr Bueno had no desire to 
cheat on his wife with a “nice” Diane 
and poor Minsky is scared shitless 
thinking she’s on something and up to 
something crazy. 

Minsky is also getting tired of sitting 
around snorting cocaine; he’s wanting 
to play some hockey but keeps getting 
laughed at. So he skated around the 
rink with Coach Mitzi, sang with her, 
then cuddled with her despite all her 
cuddle therapy. 

Next week the team plays Buffalo. w 


Spot the typo! 


We're not especially good spellers. as 
some of you are fond of pointing out. so 
we Can pretty much guarantee that there's 


a typo, grammatical error or some other 
boo-boo in this issue. The first several 
people (rather arbitranly chosen) to send 
an e-mail to carolyn@vueweekly.com 
Getailing such a find win their pick from 
the pile of astoundingly homible 
CDs in our offices. 
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Start the Madness! =———s- In addition, we’d like'to thank ... 


DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 

arting through the snow to 
D:« another meeting, it 

seems as though Melissa 
Hande has named the University of 
Alberta Bookstore's playwriting festi- 
val after her own schedule for the 
next week and a bit. 

On top of her regular day job, 
Hande will be trying to make sure 
playwriting competitions, playwriting 
workshops, play workshops and play 
cabarets all come off without a hitch. 
It's the type of unending, awe-induc- 
ing, self-inflicted madness that 
seems to only come from trying to 
put together arts festivals. 

“If it's a success, though, and we 
get to show playwrights, new ones 
and old ones, how great Edmonton's 
theatre community really is, it’s all 


“It was a chance to 
just sit down, with no 
distractions, and write, 
which I don’t think too 
many of them get in 
the everyday world, 
mad as It is.” 


completely worth it,” she says, 
noticeably out of breath, though 
more noticeably satisfied. “Of course, 
I could have also gone to Mexico for 
10 days.” 

Hande won't be the only one 
happy she decided to stick around 
our frigid clime. The University of 
Alberta Bookstore’s 10 Days of 
Madness Playwriting Festival is a 
winter celebration of that most elu- 
sive and peculiar breed in the familia 
theatrica, the playwright. 

For Hande, it's a chance for the 
Bookstore—which has a long history 
of helping Edmonton’s thespians 
through rough times, mostly by hir- 
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back-to-school rushes—to give back 
to a segment of Edmonton's theatre 
community that can get overlooked. 

“Most festivals tend to focus on 

the actual production of plays, as 
opposed to the creating of them,” 
Hande explains. “Edmonton has a 
ton of playwrights, though, and we 
really wanted to focus on what hap- 
pens before you get to the produc- 
tion side of things.” ; 

That showcase takes a few forms. 
First, on Friday night, local lauded 
playwrights Victor Albert and Marty 
Chan, and Chapelle’s Show writer 
Randy Pearlman will each present a 
90-minute workshop for all aspiring 
playwrights. 

The piéce de résistance of the fes- 
tival, however, is the 24-Hour Play- 
writing Contest. Nineteen local 
playwrights, from establish vets like 
NLT director Trevor Schmidt and 
Sterling winner James Hamilton to 
up-and-comers Mark Stubbings and 
Nicole Moeller, will have from noon 
Saturday to noon Sunday to come up 
with a functional script. 

The plays are read by a panel, and 
two winners are selected. Those 
lucky winners will get a chance to 
see their play workshopped through- 
out the week, and further on through 
the year, and will eventually get their 
work published by the Bookstore— 
which is, as any struggling play- 
wright will tell you, more than 
enough incentive to lock yourself in 
a room and write. 

“When we did it last year, most of 
the playwrights told me they actually 
preferred the short time frame,” 
explains Hande. “It was a chance to 
just sit down, with no distractions, 
and write, which I don’t think too 
many of them get in the everyday 
world, mad as it is.” Ww 
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iven the awkwardness with 

which I generally converse 

with other people, believe me 
when I tell you that there are a great 
many thoughts of mine that are 
much better left unsaid. These 
things, however, are not some of 
them; with a debt to my predecessor 
at this publication, here, in brief, 
alphabetical notation, are all the 
things from Edmonton's year of 
2006 theatre that I wanted to say last 
week, but couldn't find the space to 
do it in, 


Matt Busby had two incredibly 
strong performances in some fairly 
weak roles, first with the U of A’s 
lacklustre As You Like It and then 
with the middling Nextfest/Fringe 
play Two Seconds From Paradise. 
The former saw him completely 
inhabiting two roles with little more 
than a facia! expression, the latter 
deliver a crushing speech as a boy 
whose father was killed by outlaws 
on the run. 


With two highly successful remounts 
in Faithless and Summer of My Amaz- 
ing Luck, a big time premiere and 
Dora nomination in Toronto for Boy- 
Groove and plans for any number of 
other productions (watch out for 
Pony Productions’ PopTart at the 
Fringe), how long is it before Chris 
Craddock becomes somebody's 
playwright-in-residence? 


Marianne Copithorne’s assured 
direction of Hamlet made big, audi- 
ence-memorized speeches sound 
like the everyday longing of a sour 
Danish prince, a much harder feat 
than it seems. While we're here, we 
might as well give hosannas to John 
Kirkpatrick's steely take on the title 
role, living up to the kind of expecta- 
tions you create when you cast your- 
self in the biggest role in theatre. 
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performance in Kill Your Television’s 
The Glass Menagerie, Nathan Cuck- 
ow might have been the actor of the 
year in Edmonton, finding an under- 
stated grace in everything from a 
repressed Tennessee Williams to a 
stuttering architect to a slick pretty 
boy rapper. 


“John Ulyatt in Am My Own Wife 


It’s good that Jesse Gervais got 
some nice guy roles in Nami Nam- 
mersson, Eros & the Itchy Ant and the 
latter half of 10 Times Two, the Eter- 
nal Courtship, but there's simply no 
better sneer (first half of 10 Times 
Two, While My Mother Lay Dream- 
ing), stuck-out tongue (Free Will's 
Taming of the Shrew) or gleeful agi- 
tator (Neo Nancies) in Edmonton, 
and I could watch him do it again 
and again and again. 


Beth Graham looked like she was 
glass herself in the Sterling-winning 
Glass Menagerie, barely able to look 
at her glass figurines without blush- 
ing, never mind Chris Bullough’s 
gregarious suitor. 


Thank you Darrin Hagen, first for 
your hilarious and touching take on 
being gay in Nazi Germany in Neo 
Nancies: Hitler's Kick Line, and then 
for encouraging Berend McKenzie 
along the lines of Get Off the Cross, 
Mary, one of the most outrageous, 
hilarious things to play at last year’s 
Fringe. 


First Duval Lang walked the line 
between Hitler’s paranoid screaming 
and Disney's gentle charm in Work- 
shop West's The Blue Light, then he 
was the quintessential disaffected 
father in Shadow Theatre’s While My 
Mother Lay Dreaming, just trying to 
eat his steak and drink his scotch, 
Am I allowed to hope Calgary can’t 
find enough roles for him? 


Mark Meer plunged his comic ver- 
satility into new dramatic depths in 
Helen’s Necklace, creating an affect- 
ing, touching world around Coralie 
Cairns’s desperate tourist. It might 
be harder to make people laugh, but 
if straight roles are always this 


rewarding, | hope Meer finds a clos- 
et full of them. 


Glenn Nelson brought a whole lot 
more heft than the seript earned in 
the Fringe production of Hospitality 
Suite, turning a fairly mundane three- 
hander into a weighty—and eminently 
relevant—warning on forgetting the 
human side of dealing with people. 


The remount of Faithless had a lot of 
highs, but there was one thing it 
proved beyond a doubt: Steve Pirot 
needs to act more in this city. Drag 
him to auditions by his (usually) long 
hair if you have to, because | still 
have a crush on his dual female 
roles, and I’m not even sure if they 
were his best characters in the play 


Ella Simon made drinking bul| 
semen seem practically heartwarm- 
ing in Spunk’d, and if her comic 
sensibilities are this good already, | 
can’t wait to see what else she 
comes up with. 


1 don’t know where Chris Schulz 
was better: as the eternally sunny 
accidental optimist in Image The- 
atre’s criminally underseen Lawrence 
and Hollowman or as the confused 
fascist in Neo Nancies. Either way 
he’s the head of a surprisingly talent 
ed crop to come from Red Deer and 
should be on more stages soon 


There wasn't a funnier duo than 
George Szilagyi and Sharla 
Matkin’s Ernest and Ernestine. The 
remount of the Fringe hit turned the 
ridiculous on full blast, leaving Szli- 
gayi’s frustration still echoing off the 
Roxy’s walls, 


John Ulyatt got back his dizzying 
form with a thoroughly tour-de-force 
take on the 30-plus roles in J Am My 
Own Wife. These things are sup- 
posed to be actor showcases, o! 
course, but Ulyatt still looked very 
good under glass. 


FINALLY, FORGIVE ME for some sappy 


sentimentality, but I’d like to give a 
large thank you to people who | talk 
to and see all of the time, but who 
never, ever get credit in this or any 
other publication for their fine work 
So, in no particular order, thank you 

Joshua Semchuk, surely the 
nicest, most welcoming publicist !n 
all of Edmonton: 

Kevin Hendricks, who puts up 
with my disorganization and seat-o! 
the-pants schedule with a gru! 
chuckle, even being so kind as tc 
give me numbers for people he’s not 
technically promoting. 

Karen Gurba, who [ still ow< 
drinks to. 

Salena Kitteringham, accommo 
dating to a fault, despite the fact | 
mostly just leave messages on he! 
voicemail. 

And last, but certainly not least, 
Sari Haas, the best ticket-taker the 
city has ever known and, when it 
comes right down to it, the only per- 
son in Edmonton's theatre commu- 
nity I'm always happy to see when ! 
go into a theatre. w 


have the time of yout life 


aaeabine: sherry @vueweekly.com 
r athy Ochoa wants to talk 
about time. As a dancer and 
choreographer, her timing is 
flawless. She tunes into music as eas- 
ily as a radio tunes into a station. 

She transforms complex rhythms 
into building blocks, both for her 
diverse choreography and for the 
dance classes she teaches at Mile 
Zero and U of A’s drama department. 

But for Ochoa, that kind of timing is 
easy. She is more concerned about 
how she spends her time outside the 
dance studio. She teaches Pilates, 
does traditional Thai massage and 
takes anatomy and physiology classes 
to further her studies in Qigong. She 
also supplements her income by 
working as a waitress. 

With that kind of schedule, she 
could teach a few of us something 
about time management. Ochoa, 
however, has a confession to make 
about life outside of dance. 

“| don’t know how to function in 
time,” she says. 

That’s why she’s choreographing 8& 
Minutes, a condensed version of a10- 
minute choreography for Mile Zero 
Dances upcoming Form vs Content 
this weekend (Jan 12 & 13). 

“It'S a movement meditation based 
on trying to figure out time,” she says, 
pointing out that time is relative, 
pointing out that it goes fast when 
you're having fun, and slowly when 
you're not. “I'll be exploring different 
experiences of that.” 

And while Ochoa obsesses over 
time and cuts two minutes from the 
allotted 10, another choreographer in 
the show cuts out even more time, 
but does so for different reasons. 


“THIS IS MY AIRST attempt at choreog- 
raphy,” says Montréal dancer Kim de 
Jong, who plans on making her new 
work only five minutes long. 


FAL JAN 12 & SAT, JAN 13 (8 PM) 


BY MILE ZERO DANCE 

VARIOUS ARTISTS 

THE LANDING PAD (201 - 10923 - 101 STREEM), 
$10-$12 
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“We've only just gotten together and 
finished up the music,” she says of the 
poetic text that she wrote and has set 
to recorded music by Four Tet Round. 

“It's really the beginning of some- 
thing we hope to extend,” says Jean- 
nie Vandekerkhove, who performs the 
piece in the upcoming show. 

The work is named after EB White's 
Charlotte's Web, but the content isn’t 
about the famous children’s story. De 
Jong says she named the piece for a 
spider referred to in her text, and fora 
barn that the two women found 
which reminded them of the book. 

They were driving while listening to 


music for the piece when they found 
an abandoned barn that they couldn’t 
resist exploring. It was a perfect set- 
ting for the dance piece. 

“We're not sure how it will fit in 
yet,” says de Jong, who hopes to film 
her choreography in the dilapidated 
old building, for the extended version 
of the work. 

De Jong and Ochoa’s dance pieces, 
however, are only two of several 
short performances during the full 
evening. Form vs Content is the third 
instalment in Mile Zero Dance’s Salon 
Series. The variety show includes per- 
formances by word artist TL Cowan, 
and the sensuous theatrical stylings of 
Kristine Nutting, with visual artist 
Jenny Keith-Hughes otherworldly ani- 
mal portraits hanging on the walls to 
add the finishing touches to an inti- 
mate interdisciplinary evening at Mile 
Zero’s studio, The Landing Pad. v 
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In celebration of its 4th anniversary, 
the Nina Haggerty Centre for the Arts 
presents an exhibition of photography and film: 


By Yvonne DuBourdieu 


Please join us in the Stollery Gallery 
9704 -111 Avenue 
Thursday, January 18th 
4:00 - 7:00 p.m. 
for a gala reception with the photographer, 
subjects and authors, including 
Nina Haggerty artists Leona Clawson and James Doran. 


Documentary short film (20 minutes) shown at 5:00 and 6:00 p.m. 


*Big Enough Dreams has been a top selling non-fiction book in 
Edmonton since October 2006. The anthology profiles the lives 
of 31 people with developmental disabilities who live in and around 
Edmonton. It was written by some of Alberta's best loved authors 

- journalists, poets, novelists, non-fiction writers and editors 


Exhibit runs January 9 - February 2, 2007 


Holley bi, Muttart Foundation 
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“Simply heartbreaking." - The New York Times 


“kk & &” — Alternative Press 
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FOR THE WEEK ENDING JAN Il, 
1. Tom Waits - Orphans (anti) 
2. JU Cale & Eric Clapton - The Road To Escondido (reprise) 
3. Bob Dylan- Modem Times (columbia) 
4. Joanna Newsom ~ Ys (drag city) 
5. The Be Good Tanyas — Hello Love (nettwerk) 
6. Yusuf - Another Cup (atlantic) 
7. AA Soundsystem — Laissez Faire (saved by radio) 
8. Midlake - The Trials Of Van Occupanther (worlds fair) 
9. The Decemberists — The Crane Wife (capitol) 
10. Mark Knopfier & Emmylou Harris — All The Roadrunning (mercury) 
11.TV On The Radio — Retum To Cookie Mountain (Interscope) 
12.Beck — The Information {interscope) 
13. Albert Hammond ,Jr. - Yours To Keep (rough trade) 
14. Chad VanGaalen — Slelliconnection (flemish eye) 
15.The Shins - Phantom Limb {sub pop) 
16.Jim Cuddy - The Light That Guides You Home (wamer} 
17. The Cape May - Glass Mountain Roads (flemisheye) 
18. isis - The Absence Of Truth (ipecac) 
19. Mastadon — Blood Mountain (relapse) 
20. Greg Keelor - Aphrodite Rose (warmer) 
21. Various - Sorrow Bound:Hanks Willams Re-Examined (ruby moon) 
22. Wood Pigeon — Songbook (rectangle) 
23. Jarvis Cocker - The Jarvis Cocker Record (rough trade) 
24. Madeleine Peyroux —Half The Pefect World (rounder) 
25. Fractal Pattem — Absent From But Entirely Within The Landscape (fp records) 
26. James Hunter— People Gonna Talk (rounder) 
27. The McDades — Bloom (free radio) 
28. Damien Rice - 9 (warmer) 
29. Shout Out Out Out Out- Not Saying Just Saying (six shooter) 
30. Wendy McNeill - The Wonder Show (determine) 


CHAMPION panes 1v 
REMIXED 


Champion snuck up on a few 
people last year with Chill Em’ All, 
and just to make sure you got 

the name right at the end of the 
year the remix album surfaced and sent 
some of the titles on the shelves of our Electronic wall 
into a frenzy ,fighting for attention. Champion won. 


2007 


10355 Whyte Ave. Shop online at megatunes.com 434-6342 


ARTS: 
WEEKLY 


DANCE 


BRIAN WEBB DANCE-MERMAID TALES Catalyst 
Theatre stage (8529 Gateway Blvd (420-1757) « 
NewDance Collective, featuring choreographers, Cheryl 
Fontaine, Linda Tumbull, and Raena Waddell « Jan. 19-20 
© $25 (adult\/$15 {student/senior) at TIX on the Square 


MILE ZERO DANCE-FORM VS. CONTENT Landing 
Pad, 201-10923-101 St (424-1573) ¢ Ce N’est Pas Une 
Pirovette featuring TL Cowan, Kristine Nutting, and 
Kathy Ochoa © Jan. 12-13 (8pm) 


VOLYA UKRAINIAN DANCE ENSEMBLE-THE LEG- 
END UNFOLDS Jubilee Auditorium (451-8000) « 
Featuring Winter Suite and Vesna; two contemporary 
folk dances as well as other dances * Jan. 20 (7pm) © 
$35-$39 at TicketMaster 


GALLERIES/MUSEUMS 


ALBERTA CRAFT COUNCIL GALLERY 10186-106 St 
(488-6611) * Open Mon-Sat 10am-5pm {closed all hols) 
* Feature Gallery: Al! ABOUT ALBERTA: until Mar. 
31; opening reception: Sat, Jan. 13 (2-4pm) ¢ 
Discovery Gallery: 2006 ALBERTA CRAFT AWARD 
RECIPIENTS" EXHIBITION: Artworks by the tive recipients 
of the 2006 Alberta Craft Awards; until Feb. 17; opening 
reception: Jan. 13 (24pm) 


ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA 2 Sir Winston Churchill Sq 
(422-6223) * Open Tue Wed Fri 10:30am-8pm; Thu 
10:30am-Spm; Sat-Sun tiam-Spm # CONTEMPORARY 
INUIT ART: film/video/drawing; ISUMA TO HAVE AN IDEA: 
presents a survey exhibition of contemporary Inuit film and 
video by Iglogolik Isuma Productions, Canada’s first Inuit 
independent film production company; ASHOONA THIRD 
WAVE features new work by Shuvinai Ashoona, Siassie 
Kenneally and Annie Pootoogook; Ashoona Third Wave rep- 
resents a tradition of art-making that spans three genera- 
tions; until Feb. 19 ¢ FAR AND WIDE: Alberta landscapes 
by David Alexander and John Hartman; until Feb. 19 © 
THREE TRAVELLERS. Artworks by Edmonton artists, Scott 
Berry, Louis O'Coffey and Leo Wong; until Feb. 19 « Artist 
Presentation in conjunetion with Ashoona: Third Wave: By 
Annie Pootoogook; Sat, Jan. 13 (2pm); free with admisison 


ARTIST STUDIO 37-51049 Range Road 214, Sherwood 
Park (662-4160) ¢ Sculptures by Horst D. open studio 


ART MODE GALLERY 12220 Jasper Ave (453-1555) « 
A NATURAL APPROACH: Artworks by Jouise Larouche * 
dan. 11-20 


ARTSHAB STUDIO GALLERY 10220-105 St (439-9532) 
* Open every Thu (5-8pm) ¢ WHEN CRYING 
ANDROIDS SLEEP SECRET DOORS ARE OPEN: Artworks 
by the Psychotic Robotic Art Collective, Chris Zaytsott 
and Tristan McClelland * New work by the ArtsHab res- 
idents * Opening reception: Thu, Jan. 18 (7pm-late) * 
Jan. 18-Feb. 22 


CENTRE D’ARTS VISUELS DE L'ALBERTA (CAVA) 9103- 
95 Ave (451-3427) « Artworks by members * Until Feb. 7 


ELECTRUM DESIGN STUDIO AND GALLERY 12419 
Stony Plain Rd (482-1402) * Open: Tue by appointment; 
Wed-Fri 11am-5:20pm, Sat 11am-4pm, closed long week- 
ends * COLLECTION 2006: New artworks by various artists 


FAB GALLERY fim 1-1 Fine Arts Building. 112 St, 89 
Ave (492-2081) ¢ Open: Tue-Fri 10am-5Spm, Sat 2-Spm ¢ 
THE ALCUIN AWARDS FOR EXCELLENCE ON BOOK 
DESIGN IN CANADA; 2006 « AMERICAN ASSOCIATION 
OF UNIVERSITY PRESSES: BOOK, JACKET AND 
JOURNAL SHOW © Until Jan. 27 * Opening reception: 
Thu, Jan. 11 (7-10pm) 


FRINGE GALLERY 10516 Whyte Ave (432-0240) * THE 
BIGGEST BRICK: Drawings by Cynthia Gardiner * Until 
Jan. 31 


GALLERY AT MILNER-STANLEY A. MILNER 
UBRARY Main Fi, Sir Winston Churchill Sq (496-7030) 
© Open Mon-Fri 9am-9pm; Sat Sam-fpm; Sun 1-Spm * 
START FROM THE BEGINNING: Oil on canvas landscape 
paintings by Lorraine Shulba ® Until Jan. 37 


GREY NUNS HOSPITAL Out Patient Room, 3015-62 St 
* Mon-Fri 8:30am-4pm) * Artworks by students from 
the Artistic Statement School of Fine Art * Until Feb. 28 


HARCOURT HOUSE 10215-112 St (426-4180) « Open 
Mon-Fri 10am-Spm; Sat 12-4pm # ACTS OF VIOLENCE: 
DRAWING IN A STATE OF EXCEPTION: Interactive instal- 
lation by Claire McLarney; Jan. 11-Feb. 10 © Front 
Room: AAW AND UNLIKELY PLACES: Artworks by Tegan 
Forbes; Jan. 11-Feb, 10 ¢ Opening reception for both 
shows: Thu, Jan. 11 (7-10pm; both artists in attendance 


JEFF ALLEN GALLERY Strathcona Place, 10831 
University Ave (483-5282) * Open: Mon-Fri Sam-4pm © 
MARTEL MAGIC: Colourful, abstract landscape acrylic 
paintings by Paul Martel; until Feb. 1 * Special open- 
ing: Wed, Jan. 17 (6:30-9pm),¢ GALLERY ART WALK: 
until Feb. 1 


JOHNSON GALLERY (NORTH) 11817-80 St (479-8424) 
Open Tue-Fri 9:30am-5;30pm; Sat 9:30am-4pm * 
(SOUTH) 7711-85 St (465-6171) * Open Mon-Fri Sam- 
5pm; Sat 10am-5pm 


LATITUDE 53 GALLERY 10248-106 St (423-5353) « 
Main Space: / LOVE THE SHITTY: Photographic works 


opening: Fri, Jan. 12 (8pm); Jan. 12-Feb, 10 * MIND- 

KONTROL WITH MK-ULTRA FOODS EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

nae Film by David LaRiviere; Sat, Jan. 13 
30pm) 


LOFT GALLERY AJ Ottewell Arts Centre, 590 
Broadmoor Blvd, Sherwood Park (449-4443) « Open Sat 
10am-5pm * Artworks by Audrey Josephson, Neil 
Horswill, Deanna Corrigan, Margaret Klappstein, Linda 
McEachern, Lorna Kemp, and Darlene Schacher 


McMULLEN GALLERY U of A Hospital, 8440-112 St 
(407-7152) Open Mon-Fri 10am-8pm; Sat-Sun 1-8pm © 
ALBERTA/WITHIN LIMITS: Photographs and ceramic 
works by the Monochrome Guild and Sask Terra Group; 
until Jan, 14 ¢ Hospital Centennial Exhibition; Jan. 20- 
Mar, 25 


MCPAG 5411-51 St, Stony Plain (963-2777) * Open 
Mon-Sat 10am-4pm; Sun 10am-6:30pm * SECOND 
BIENNIAL EXHIBITION: Works by Parkland Potter's Guild; 
until Jan. 14 * Woven sculptures by Rae Hunter, and 
photographs by Jim Singbeil; Jan. 18-Feb. 20; opening 
reception. Sun, Jan. 21 


MUSEE HERITAGE MUSEUM St, Albert Place, 5 St 
Anne Street, St. Albert (459-1528) © WITHIN GROWL- 
ING DISTANCE: Learn about the data collection to analy- 
sis of grizzly bear research ¢ Until Jan. 14 


NINA HAGGERTY CENTRE FOR THE ARTS Stollery 
Gallery, 9702-111 Ave (474-7611) ¢ Open Mon-Fri 10am- 
2:30pm, Tue 6:30-8:30pm, Thu 6-8pm * B/G ENOUGH 
DREAMS-—A PHOTO EXHIBITION: Filmmaker Yvonne 
DuBourdieu presents a series of black and white photo- 
graphs from the newly released book and documentary 
Big Enough Dreams © Until Feb. 2 © Opening reception: 
Thu, Jan. 18 


PETER ROBERTSON GALLERY (VANDERLEELIE 
GALLERY) 10193-112 St (452-0286) * Open Tue-Sat 
10am-5:30pm; Thu 10am-8pm © Abstracts on mylar by 
Frances Thomas and landscapes by Robert Wiseman © 
Until Jan. 14 


PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 Perron Street, St 
Albert (460-4310) * Open; Tue-Sat (10am-5pm), Thu 
(10am-Bpm) « CHAOS THEORY: Artworks by John 
Noestheden, Loanne Schachtel and Clint Wilson * Jan. 
11-Mar. 2 * Opening reception: Thu, Jan. 11 (7-Spm) © 
ArtVentures: Magnificent Mosaics; Jan. 20 


PROVINCIAL ARCHIVES OF ALBERTA 8555 Roper Rd 
* A JOYFUL HARVEST: A photo exhibit from the Jewish 
Historical Society of Southern Alberta salutes the peo- 

ple, places and organizations that have defined Jewish 
life in southern Alberta since 1889 © Until Jan. 25 


ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM 12845-102 Ave (453-9100) 
* B0B THE BUILDER—-PROJECT: BUILD IT: Learning 
through constructive play; until Jan. 28 « LEGO OCEAN 
ADVENTURE: Create your own sea creatures and learn 
about the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration research with the logger-head turtle; 
Until Jan. 28 ¢ IMAGES IN PLATINUM OF WESTERN 
CANADA'S NATIONAL AND PROVINCIAL PARKS: 
Photographs of Western Canadian parks, from the Rocky 
Mountains and beyond by Allan King; until Jan. 14 


SNAP GALLERY 10309-97 St (423-1492) » Open Tue- 
Sat 12-5pm * Large-scale prints, repetitive black and 
white haunting representations of a face by Polish artist 
Wieslaw Haladaj * Jan. 11-Feb. 24 ¢ Opening recep- 
tion: Thu, Jan. 11 (79pm) 


STUDIO GALLERY 11 Perron Street, St. Albert (460- 
5993) © Open: Thu 12-8pm; Fri 10am-6pm; Sat 10am- 
Spm * PATHWAYS UNDERFOOT: Paintings by Alan 
Anderson * Until Jan. 27 


URBAN ROOTS SALON AND GALLERY 10418-82 Ave 
behind Sapphires (438-7978) # Figurative sculptures by 
Aitchie Velthuis, paintings by Cuita, mixed media figura- 
tive works by Glenys Switzer, and mixed media land- 
scapes by Stuart Ballah * Through January 


VAAA GALLERY 36d Fi, Harcourt House, 10215-112 St 
(421-1731) * Open Mon-Fri 10am-4pm; Sat 12-4pm * 
PATTERNS: Artworks by Ansgard Thomson and Doreen 
Mason ®* Jan. 11-Feb. 17 Opening reception: Thu, Jan. 
11 (7-9:30pm) 


LITERARY 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624-76 Ave (469-8755) * Story 
Slam: An opportunity for writers to share their work, 
explore their talents and show off « Third Wed.each 
month * $5 (donation) * Wed, Jan. 17 


CASTLE ROCK PUB 570 St. Albert Road © Poet's Ink: 
Writing evenings every Sunday (7-Spm) except long 
weekends, holidays and summer months 


CITY ARTS CENTRE 10943-84 Ave (433-2932) ¢ 
TALES. monthly Storytelling Circle: Tell stories or 
come to listen * Second Fri of each month (8-10pm) * 
$3 [first time free) * Jan. 12 (8-10pm) 


HULBERT'S CAFE 7601-115 St * The Olive Reading 
Series * 2nd Tue each month 


NAKED CYBER CAFE 10354 Jasper Ave * Music, poet- 
ry, and performance art open stage hosted by the Naked 
Eclectic Electric Orchestra * Every Thu (8pm) 


ROSIE'S BAR AND GRILL 10475-80 Ave (433-2932) « 
Story Café: TA.LES © First Thu of ea month, through to 
June (7-9pm) * $5 © TALE'S Fresh Starts— A 
Storytelling Café: Storytellers Dawn Blue, David Haas 
and Marie Anne McLean present a set of dynamics and 
engaging stories of Fresh Starts; followed by open mic 
for 5-minute stories (told, not read) 


UPPER CRUST BISTRO 10909-86 Ave * Stroll of 
Poets Poets’ Haven: Reading series is an opportunity for 
poetry enthusiasts to enjoy poetry in an intimate café 
setting every Mon night: through to Mar. (7-Spm) * $5 
(door, incl. coffee, tea and poetry) * Featuring Anna 
Mioduchowska, Don Lawson, Leslie Dawson, and 
Seaneen O'Rourke; Jan. 15 © Featuring Ryan Baier, 
Michael Penny, Beverley Beckley, and Audrey Seehagen; 
Jan, 22 


REE a TT MEME 


‘THE COMEDY FACTORY 3414 Gateway Boulevard (469 
4999) * Thu 8:30pm, Fri 8:30pm, Sat 8pm and 10:30pm » 
David Cornel; Jan, 11-13 © Tim Koslo; Jan. 18-20 


THE COMIC STRIP 1646 Bourbon St, WEM, 8882-170 
St (483-5999) © Open; nightly 8pm, Fri Bpm and 
10:30pm, Sat 8pm and 10:30pm, Sun 8pm * Kevin Fox 
star of Comedy at Club 54, and writer for This Hour Has 
22 Minutes and The Bear's Paul Brown, Shawn Gramiat 
and Navin Pratap; until Jan. 14 * Hit or Miss Monday 
amateurs and professionals take the stage; Mon, Jan 
15 * Alternative Comedy Night: Featuring eqmedy hyp 
hotism, magic, music. street performers and more : Jan, 
16 © The Best in Local Talent; Wed, Jan. 17 * Michac| 
Somerville, Rick Bronson and Welby Santos; Jan. 18-2) 
* Hit or Miss Mondays: amateurs and professionals 
take the stage; Mon, Jan. 22 * Alternative Comedy 
Night: featuring comedy hypnotism, magic, music, stree, 
performers and more; Tue, Jan. 23 * The Comic Strip 
presents: The Best in Local Talent; Wed, Jan. 246 Hi) 
of The Just for Laughs Comedy Festival, Sugar Sammy 
as well as Sean Thompson and Lars Callieou; Jan. 25-2 


HORIZON STAGE 1001 Calahoo Rd, Spruce Grove (967 
8995/451-8000) * Live Group Sex Therapy with comed 
an Daniel Packard * Sat, Jan. 20 (7:30pm) 


JUBILEE AUDITORIUM (451-8000) * Just For Laugh, 
presents Ron White’s You Can't Fix Stupid: for mature 
audiences; Fri, Jan. 5 (7:30pm); $52.50 at TicketMaste: 
* An Intimate Evening of Grand Illusion with David 
Copperfield; Jan. 15-16 (5:30pm and 8:30pm); $56. 
65/$66.65/$76.65 available at TicketMaster 


SIDETRACK CAFE 10238-104 St » Kokanee Comedy 
Battle hosted by Kathleen McGee featuring local and 
touring comics every Thu (9:30pm); $3 (door) 


YUK YUK'S KOMEDY KABARET Londonderry Ma} 
(481-9857) * Open; Wed-Thu 8pm, Fri-Sat 8pm and 
10:30pm * Wed Get Your Yuk's, professional comedy 
hight: $5 ¢ Sun: Industry Night; $10 * Tommy Chong 
Featuring Shelby; Jan. 11-13 


THEATRE 


CRAZY FOR YOU John L. Haar Theatre, 1045-155 s: 
(420-1757) « MacEwan Theatre Arts and Theatre 
Production present the “new” Gershwin musical, an updat 
ed adaptation of the Gershwin hit, Girl Crazy. Choreograp! 
recreated for this production by MacEwans Cindy Kerr « 
$13 (adult)/$8 (student/senior) at TIX on the Square 


DIE-NASTY Varscona Theatre. 10329-83 Ave (448-06: 
* Ahilarious, live, improvised soap opera * Every | 
to the end of May * $10 (door) 


DINNER WITH FRIENDS Roxy Theatre, 10708-124 5) (4 
1757) © A funny and honest look at love and friendship in 
the age of divorce. A Theatre Buffet Co-op Production, pan 
of the Roxy Performance Series * Jan. 11-21, Tue-Sat 
(8pm), Sun (2pm) © $19 (adult}/$15 (student/senior) at Tix 
on the Square; Tue, Jan. 16: Pay-What-You-Can (door) 


THE GERRY STEINFELD SHOW Jubilations Dinner 
Theatre, 8882-170 Street, WEM (484-2424) ¢ Until Jan 


THE GOLDEN AGE ROCKS ON! Mayfield Dinner 
Theatre (1-800-771-9804) * By Will Marks and Joe 
Harris featuring the music of the ‘60s and early ‘60s « 
Until Feb. 18 « $54-$89 


KINGRSHER DAYS Catalyst Theatre, 8529 Gateway Bivo 
(420-1757) * Covenant Theatre presents this tender, funny 
and magical adventure by Susan Coyne. Suitable for childre 
ages 7 and up © Jan. 25-Feb. 3 (Tue-Sun 8pm; Sat matinee 
2pm) * $15 at TIX on the Square, door; $45 (Sat matinee 
family rate, famity of four, $7 each additional child) 


PROGRESS AND PROCRASTINATION PC\ Hal! 
TransAlta Arts Barns, 10330-B4 Ave (420-1757) « 
System Theatre presents the story of a crew of land 
Scape construction workers who are under pressure 
complete a project on time but can’t find a way to gel 
past personal issues such as drug abuse and the absurd 
ity of their task—to build a beach ina client's basement 
* Jan. 26-Feb. 3 (8pm); 2pm on Sun, Jan. 28; Sat, Feb 
3; No show Mon, Jan. 29 * Preview: Jan, 25; $11; $1 
(adult}/$15 (student/senior) at TIX on the Square, door 


SEXY LAUNDRY Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave (42( 
1757) © Shadow Theatre, by Michele Riml * Armed 
with a copy of Sex for Dummies, Alice and Henry chect 
into a trendy hotel with a mission to jumpstart their 
year marriage. Will Alice and Henty survive the test o! 
their relationship...or even this weekend? * Jan. 18 
Feb, 4 (8pm); Sat-Sun (2pm) * $21.20 (adult, Fri/Sat 
nights}/$18.02 (student/senior, Fri/Sat nights)/$16 9 
{adult, weeknights/matinees)/$13.78 (student/senivr 
weeknights/matinees)/$21.20 (opening night)/$8.48 (pi 
view); Tuesdays: Two-For-One; Saturday Matinees: Pay 
What-You-Can (door) * Advance tickets available a! 1! 
‘on the Square 


10 DAYS OF MADNESS... PLAYWRITING FESTIVAL 
(492-7708) © 24 hour playwrighting competition, workshop 
readings and presentations presented by the University of 
Alberta Bookstores * Playwright Workshops by Vic Alber, 
Randy Pearlstein and Marty Chan, 18 playwrights write (‘0 
24 hours), followed by judging by six judges (for 12 hours) 
Three winners in the Delusional (beginner) and Fully 
Committed (advanced) categories will be determined. Furst 
prize winners will have their plays workshopped with prote 
sional actors throughout the week ® Jan. 12-21 


TWO SMALL BODIES Red Strap Market, 10305 97 5! 
(4510-1757) © Image Theatre * The boundaries of vic 
tim and aggressor are blurred in this intense, sexually 
charged drama ® Jan. 25-Feb. 3 (Tue-Sat 8pm; Sun 
matinee Zpm) © $13 (weekdays, Sun matinee)/$16 (Fr 
Sat nights) at TIX on the Square, door 


WINGHELD’S INFERNO Citadel Shoctor Theatre, 9828- 
101A Avenue, 425-1820 * By Dan Needles, staring Rod 
Beattie as Walt Wingfield, the accident-prone stockbroker 
who tumed his back on Bay Street to take up farming, is 
back. In this sixth instalment of the series, a devastating {\"© 
has left the Orange Hall in ruins. Walt leads the charge to 
get it rebuilt, but lighting a fire under his fellow committee 
members proves to be a daunting task * Until Jan. 28 * 
Tickets available at the Citadel Theatre box office 
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BRIAN GIBSON / brian@vuewookly.com 
Zi" Yimou’s latest, set in 
1Oth-century China, 
The Curse of the 
Golden Flower doesn't 
bloom so much as boom 
open. Horses’ hooves THSIS OK 
pound across turf, rows of women 
prepare in court for the Emperor's 
return, and the camera sweeps over 
the plains and through the palace. 

This is epic, super-duper-sized. The 
camera laps up the luxury and splen- 
dour, entranced by the sheer size of 
the courtyards, the legions of swarm- 
ing armies, the brilliantly hued royal 
chambers. And it’s impossible not to 
get sucked into the sheer scale of the 
spectacle. 

Even the action scenes are more 
about scope and elegance than raw 
kinetic power. Blood artfully spiders 
and spatters along faces and clothing. 
In the dead of night, black-robed 
assassins swoop into a highway inn 
along grapple-cables in a cliff-circled 
valley, then scythe down their victims 
with sickle blades. 

But when the film comes down to 
the petty machinations of the Emper- 
or and Empress, Yimou’s war 
machine starts to grind and creak. 
Most of the film lingers in the palace, 
where the tedious, murky plot swirls 
around the Empress’s medicine. The 
Emperor (Chow. Yun-Fat) is poisoning 
his second wife (Gong Li). There are 
many close-ups of the Empress duti- 
fully, suicidally taking her daily doses. 
She sweats, trembles, but keeps 
embroidering golden chrysanthe- 
mums for the coming festival, weav- 
ing her revenge, even as she deals 
with too-intimate stepson Yan (Liu Ye) 
and her favoured son Prince Jai (Jay 
Chou), returned from the frontier. 

The patriarch’s murderous motive 
is unclear, while the family face-offs 
lack any cutting, double-edged word- 
play. The Emperor's slight sneer, the 


Empress’s constant concern, and the 


e is its own spectacle 


OPENS FA, AN 12 
THE CURSE OF THE 


<= 

= 

c= | GOLDEN FLOWER 

| CIRECTED BY ZHANGYIMOU = 
WRITTEN BY ZHANG YIMOU, WU NAN, 
BIAN ZHIHONG, CADYU ! 
STARRING GONG LI, CHOWYUN-FAT, JAY CHOU 


sons’ suspicious looks are swallowed 
up by the yawning film set. The hun- 
dreds of fallen soldiers and slaugh- 
tered citizens, meanwhile, are 
stepped over and swept away, casu- 
alties of a film that often venerates 
the vicious royalty and massive 
buildings whom so many died to 
prop up and build. 


CAO YU'S PLAY HAS some inherently 
powerful moments, but it clashes with 
the cinematic medium here. Even the 
whirlwind action is disappointing, 
with few individual battles and no 
showdown with the all-too-powerful 
Emperor. 

Ruling with a golden-armoured fist, 


he’s a sadistic tyrant who's reserved 
his special torture for his wife. Much 
has been made of Yimou's and Li’s 
mutual devotion over the course of 
their careers, but here the director 
dwells disturbingly on her constant 
pain and sorrow at the hands of an 
unknowable brute. The story sags 
from the arc of tragedy to the flatline 
of a masochistic melodrama. Only the 
plucky (but doomed) fighting by a wife 
and daughter mitigate the steady 
female suffering that's valourized— 
even the closing song coos, “Your 
tears glisten, laced with pain.” 

Yimou has moved away from 
small-scale character studies and this 
movie's fascination with China's 
mighty imperial past comes at a time 
when the government that once cen- 
sored his films now fronts a rising 
power. The vicious portrait of autoc- 
racy here, jammed into an uncritical 
frame of imperial might, is both the 
most jarring and most interesting 
facet of an otherwise hollow but love- 
ly looking spectacle. w 


Here’s some Notes on contrivance 


JOSEF BRAUN / josef@vueweokly.com 
ased on Zoé Heller’s novel, 

Notes on a Scan- 

dal begins witha 
—_ articulate voiceover 
ifted from the diary of 
aptly-named Barbara a THESIS OK 
ett Judi Dench), a tweedy, retirement- 
aged London public school teacher 
who exudes sharpened misanthropy 

even in the way she smokes. 
Nothing seems to penetrate Bar- 
bara’s well-rehearsed detachment 
until new-teacher Sheba Hart (Cate 
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NOTES ON A SCANDAL 
DRECTED BY RICHARD EYRE 

WAITEN BY PATRICK MARBER 
STARRING JUD! DENCH, CAE BLANCHET, 
BIL AIGHY ANDREW SIMPSON 


Blanchett) catches her off guard with 
a certain beguiling kindness. 

Things escalate toward the sort of 
juiciness derived from high brows sur- 
veying tawdry goings-on: Sheba gets 
delusional, Barbara gets delusional, 
laws are broken, secrets are used as 


THRILLER 


collateral. The indiscretions and betray- 
als culminate into a scrambling of the 
plot of The Children’s Hour, with overt 
sexual transgressions obscuring more 
subtle ones—all of which may make for 
smart drama if came by honestly. 
Unfortunately, Notes on a Scandal is 
all about classy packaging for some- 
thing that gradually feels bankrupt of 


inspiration and reliant on clichés to 


prop up novel but limited twists. 
Directed by Richard Eyre and scripted 
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Painted Veil watches its cholera intake 


BRIAN GIBSON / brien@vueweekly.com 
he Painted Veil, based on Som- 
erset Maugham's 
novel, takes us back 
into the mists of time on a 
tragic cruise along a tribu- 
tary of the Yangtze River in TESSIK 
the 1920s, floating into a misty, dis- 
ease-ridden village in Guangxi 
Province. Bacteriologist Walter Fane 
(Edward Norton) has come there, with 
his wife Kitty (Naomi Watts), to try to 
stem the tide of a cholera outbreak 
In flashbacks, brushstrokes that are 
too brief, a picture of the couple's 
relationship emerges: his attraction to 
her at a party in London; her accept- 
ance of his rash proposal under the 
weight of her marriage-pushing fami- 
ly; her boredom, uncertainty and 
immaturity around Walter in Shang- 
hai; his scornful, perverse contract 
with Kitty in the face of her affair with 
an English diplomat named Charles 


OPENS PAINTED 
= | THE PAINTED VEIL 
co | DIRECTED BY JOHN CURRAN 
| WRITTEN BY RON NYSWANER, 
SOMERSET MAUGHAM 
STARRING EDWARD NORTON, NAOMI WATTS, 
TORY STEPHENS 


Townsend. 

That contract, after Townsend's 
(Liev Schreiber) refusal to leave his 
own wife, binds Kitty to the man she 
doesn’t love on a trip into remote 
backcountry at a time when British 
imperialism is resented, the National- 
ist Army holds sway and thousands 
are dying from disease. 

Call it “Heartbreak in the Time of 
Cholera,” without the magic realism. 
The characters are stodgily British, of 
an era when much was held in 
reserve, with wells of emotion 
beneath. Norton—with pursed lips, 
knitted brows and a deep streak of 
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stubborn sacrifice—and Watts—girlish 
conceit crumbling into bittersweet 
devotion—tap into their characters as 
deeply as they can, given that their 
early days together are only sketched 


SEASON SPONSOR 


THE SUTTON PLACE HOTEL 
EDMONTON 


MOVING THE SOUL 


Sunday, January 14, 2007, 2 PM; Winspear Centre for Music 


Richard Sparks, conductor 


Eric Whitacre’s imaginative Leonardo Dreams of His Flying 
Machine, J.S. Bach’s lively motet Lobet den Herrn; John Estacio’s 
moving Four Eulogies; John Rutter’s surprising Hymn to the 
Creator of Light; jazz pianist George Shearing’s delightful Songs 
and Sonnets, and a tribute to Moses Hogan, with three of his 


marvellous spirituals. 


GOOD FRIDAY AT THE WINSPEAR 


Friday, April 6, 2007, 7:30 PM; Winspear Centre for Music 


Richard Sparks, conductor 


Pro Coro Canada with Pro Coro Chamber Orchestra 


SPONSOR: Governance Matters.com 


For its annual Good Friday concert, Pro Coro Canada brings two 
musical gems to Edmonton audiences - Gabriel Fauré’s Requiem 


and Allan 8 


an’s serenely beautiful meditation on the crucifixion of 


Christ, Nou Goth Sonne Under Wode. The audience’s overwhelmingly 
enthusiastic response to Pro Coro Canada’s world-premiere perform- 
ance of Allan Bevan’s ingenious composition certifies this work 

a5 a modern-day classic. You will not want to miss this performance! 
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out. Yet the sexual politics are res- 
olutely of their dated time, with Kitty 
slowly coming to fall in love and give 
herself to the noble man she hadn't 
fully understood. 


THERE ARE ALSO strong performances 
from Toby Jones as local commissioner 
Waddington and Anthony Wong Chau- 
Sung as Colonel Yu. Director John Cur- 
ran has put together a film that's well 
shot, well paced and full of moving 


“unenan 


‘ 


moments, even some haunting scenes, 
but it's ultimately as admirable anq 
regrettable as the Fanes’ marriage. 

The setting remains a backdrop, ; 
pretty locale. The Chinese people are 
given little voice and come off as vic. 
tims, orphans or ignorant villagers 
who at first oppose, then cheer, the 
white man who figures out that thei; 
water supply is tainted. Walter’s soly- 
tion of a water-wheel and diversion. 
ary supply system is made out to be a 
moment of modern ingenuity, while 
the Chinese doctor already in town js 
reduced to lab assistant status ang 
soon fades from view. 

The suffering foregrounded in The 
Painted Veil is the wrenching marriage 
of the Fanes, while the suffering thai 
is largely washed away, into the 
waters and mist of a foreign, remote 
setting Is that of the Chinese dying o/ 
cholera. The very reason for Walter : 
and the film's trip is subordinated { 
the Fanes’ relationship. 

So why, ultimately, leave 1920 
England to see a tragic romance 
between two Brits? Part this veil, and 
the atmosphere dissolves into a 
smokescreen, the backdrop revealed 
as a chasm between cultures. vw 


Pleasant film misses the 
core of Kenneth Anger 


FA, JAN 12-MON, JAN 15 (9) 
NGER ME 


BRIAN GIBSON / brian@vueweekly.com 
n Anger Me, a sort of autobiofil- 
| mography of Kenneth 
Anger, the subject is 
front and centre, which 
would be fine if the avant- 
garde director could zoom in THISIS OK 
on his influences, ideas and aspirations. 

Instead, Anger Me is a pleasant but 
not very insightful tour of Anger’s 
homoerotic phantasmagorias and 
pagan-dream films. As a companion 
piece to a retrospective of the man’s 
work, also showing at Metro Cinema 
(Jan 11), it’s like a DVD bonus fea- 
ture, this look-back-in-anger at a 
strange body of work that influenced 
such different filmmakers as 
Brakhage and Scorsese. 

Anger offers an outline of his life as 
clips from his films play behind him. 
He doesn’t elaborate on his childhood, 
sexuality, or any other infuential forces 
in his life, preferring to dip into his 
1947 16-mm short, “Fireworks,” 
which, to my eye (no outside opinions 
are offered in Anger Me and there's lit- 
tle mention of contemporary reactions 


DIRECTED BY ELIO GELMINI 
WRITTEN BY CARLO VITALL 
STARRING KENNETH ANGER 
METRO CINEMA, $8 


to Anger’s films), was startlingly ahead 
of its time as an American film in its 
sexual daring and dreamy, Freudian 
flow—it’s easy to see why sex 
researcher Alfred Kinsey was the first 
to buy a copy. (Though all Anger says 
about sex in his films is that he 
believes in indirectness. Pornography, 
he notes, is only concerned with bor 
ing mechanics: “in and then it's oul— 
it’s like a sewing machine.") 


ANGERS EUROPEAN EXPLOITS began in 
the Cinémathéque Frangais, where he 
was an assistant to Henri Langlois and 
recut Eisenstein’s haunting Que Viva 
Mexico. His “Inauguration of the Plea 
sure Dome,” one of his more gaudy 
feverish films, features Anais Nin and 
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Old Joy of peereeeer hard to channel 


ee 
F t's one of those moments when 

_ the audience's perspec- 

tive overlaps that of the 
characters’: through the car : 
window a wild landscape 
passes, the characters THSS'OK 
sealed within, longing for what's out- 
side. Once the car is parked, the doors 
opened, the invisible barrier is pene- 
trated and the spell broken, the fluidi- 
ty of steady movement replaced by 
awkward stumbling onto rough earth. 
There are these pesky moments that 
only touch you when passing you by. 

{’m referring to moments in Kelly 
Reichardt's Old Joy, adapted by 
Reichardt and Jonathan Raymond from 
Raymond's short story. The premise is 
so simple—two estranged friends 
reconnect for a night of camping and 
day-hike to a hot spring—that such 
reveries just bubble up from the forti- 
tude of the atmosphere, accentuated 
by Yo La Tengo’s hushed score. It’s a 
different sort of character identification 
than we're accustomed to, one entirely 
about implications drawn from few 
rather than innumerable cues. 

The friends are Mark (Daniel Lon- 
don) and Kurt (Will Oldham, aka Bon- 
nie “Prince” Billy, whose music shares 
a kinship with Reichardt’s vision). Both 
are in their late 30s, with the period of 
their lives in which they could easily 
relate clearly far behind them. 

Mark has more or less settled into 
grown-up life in Portland, Oregon. We 
first see him attempting half-convinc- 
ing yogic meditation when he gets the 
surprise invitation from Kurt, resulting 
in disapproving glares from his very 
pregnant wife. 

Mark is reserved, perhaps uncom- 
fortable, as Kurt effortlessly assumes 
control of the conversation once on 
the road. He's a lonely, non-commit- 
tal, restless spirit with vaguely New 
Age tendencies, still sniffing around 
for some elusive satori that conven- 


ANGER ME 
CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE 


others as gods and goddesses. 
Also while in Paris, Anger wrote 
the first of his Hollywood Babylon 


books, though the frustrating Anger - 


Me doesn't elaborate on how and why 
this maverick wished to expose the 
tawdry, outrageous scandals of Tin- 
seltown’s past legends. 

“Scorpio Rising,” Anger’s cheeky 
fusion of motorcycle-club documen- 
tary and Christ imagery (thanks to a 
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DIRECTED BY KELLY REICHARDT 

WRITTEN BY JONATHAN RAYMOND, REICHARDT 
STARRING DANIEL LONDON, WILL CLOWAM 
METRO CINEMA, $8 


tion advises is best found in our 20s. 

Gradually Kurt's nervousness hints 
at a deeper panic. He confesses that 
this trip was intended to rekindle their 
friendship, though once the words 
leave his mouth it’s obvious such 
hopes are in vain. 


I'M TOLD THE FILM'S title refers to a 
Chinese proverb. It slips into the film’s 
spare dialogue as Kurt recounts a 
strange, affecting dream. That Old Joy 
seems founded in proverb, in a piece 
of wisdom honed down to something 
both essential and multifaceted, 
seems appropriate, directing us 
toward a reading of the film that 
might do justice to its measure of 
depth in tone and feeling. 

There were more than 10 years 
between Reichardt’s debut feature 
River of Grass and this, her follow-up. 


religious film that accidentally ended 
up on Anger’s doorstep), heralded his 
return to the USA, and in the ‘70s, 
now living in England after a falling- 
out with young musician Bobby Beau- 
soleil (about whom Anger is notably 
reticent), he made “Lucifer Rising,” 
with Marianne Faithful, with its float- 
ing superimpositions. 

That film and a number of others, 
culminating in the documentary The 
Man We Want To Hang, show the 
influence of paganist and occultist 
Aleister Crowley (1874-1947), whose 


Tower 2 = Suite 303, 10060 Jasper Ave, Edmonton 


(In-between was a short entitled 
“Ode,” with music by Oldham.) I've no 
idea what Reichardt did in the mean- 
time, but there's something curiously 
satisfying in the fact that she’s waited 
so long to say—in the literal sense— 
so little. Old Joy is only 76 minutes 
long, distinguished by a dearth of nar- 
rative events, and feels utterly out of 
time—an accumulation of details and 
feelings more than a story. Yet, I don’t 
think there’s a single moment that 
doesn’t hold the glow from the fila- 
ments at the film’s core. 

Reichardt lets things play out in a 
way that’s pointed, poetic and maybe 
not as dire as it first seems. After part- 
ing ways with Mark, Kurt appears 
unnervingly aimless on a nocturnal 
urban street, passing some change 
onto a homeless guy as an act of 
fleeting communion, or a way to 
stave off the fear of eventually wind- 
ing up in the same place. The camera 
swings off into the street that gives 
way to the darkness on the edge of 
town and the title suddenly appears, 
abandoning Kurt but leaving him very 
much alive in the closing moments of 
this quiet film that only grows in 
meaning and beauty after its over. w 


Sicilian house murals Anger restored 
while in Italy in the ‘50s. Anger never 
makes Crowley's ideas and principles 
too clear, though the man’s drawings 
of love-cult objects and deities are 
obvious influences on the flame- 
haired sirens, bawdy priestesses and 
bearded mystics in the director's 
pseudo-spiritual, psychedelic films. 

This documentary of a self-pro- 
fessed “film poet” scrapes the surface 
of the art and only skims the surface 
of the artist. It’s a rather sedate look 
at a fairly radical filmmaker. v 
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“SPELLBINDING. EXPLOSIVE ACTING 
FROM DENCH AND BLANCHETT.” 
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‘A MUST-SEE. 


One of the most persuasive 
portraits of generational 
malaise - and tentative hope 
- to come from an American 
director in recent memory.” 
— Manohla Dargis, THE NEW YORK TIMES 


“A SHIMMERING... 
TREASURE OFA 
FILM... with perfect 


emotional pitch. Grade: A” 
— Lisa Schwarzbaum, ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY 
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OMAR MOUALLEM / omar@yueweekly.com 
| always thought the expression 
“children are our future” 
to be trite, but after 
watching Children of Men, by ® 
I see much validity in it. 

It's 2027 and the entire Ug 
world is plagued with infertility. From 
men? From women? Nobody knows, 
and it doesn’t really matter. Without 
any childish laughter to heed inno- 
cence, the entire world has crumbled 
into an anarchist’s dustpan. The last 
remaining government is Britain’s, 
and it’s hardly civil. 

Mashing our world’s two hungriest 
threats—terrorism and illegal immi- 
gration—the British government cap- 
tures refugees and deports them to 
free-for-all camps; the remaining free- 
lcaders counterattack fear with more 
fear. Everyday in London is like a day 
in the Gaza Strip. 

A libertarian turned alcoholic, 
Theo (Clive Owen) is kidnapped by 
the Fishes—Britian's most wanted 
immigrant-led terrorist organization. 
Directed by Julian Julianne Moore), 
Theo's former lover and the mother 
of his dead son, the Fishes exploit 
Theo's unsupressed love for Julian 
and his desire to make a difference 
by making him an offer he can’t 
refuse. His mission is to transport 
Kee, an illegal immigrant who holds 
humanity’s future in her womb, to 
the Human Project, a rumoured sanc- 
tuary determined to salvage the lega- 
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cy of humankind, 


IF THIS FILM HAD BEEN directea by 
Steven Spielberg, it would look clean- 
er with plenty of coverage and 
smooth transitions; it would fall in 
love with its characters and hesitate 
to kill them off when they’re no 
longer needed. 

But this is not a Spielberg film, it’s 
an Alfonso Cuar6n film—the only 
director to add style to the Harry Potter 
series. The film’s elongated wide shots, 
often hand-held, are carefully blocked 
to give the utmost naturalness. 

Like a war photographer, cine- 
matographer Emmanuel Lubezki 
(reunited with Cuaron after Y tu mama 
también) tiptoes through explosive 
scenes and rarely cuts, not even when 
the lens is drizzled with blood. 

Based on the novel of the same 
name, Cuarén teamed up with four 
other writers, and together they craft- 
ed a sci-fi masterpiece that never 
lingers and hardly blinks. Just when 
you think there is stability, the dynam- 
ics are shifted and the stakes are 
raised, Slowly, they pare down the 
cast list to a few remaining survivors. 


NOTES ON A SCANDAL 
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by Patrick Marber, the film sabotages 
itself with talent, its mounting 
improbabilities emphasized all the 
more by the fact that even Dench and 
Blanchett, each delivering truly super- 
fluous performances, can’t make us 
buy their characters’ actions. 


AUDACITY CAN ONLY go so far (spoil- 


ers ahead). Barbara's nastiness, her 
distaste for Sheba’s family—particu- 
larly her Down Syndrome-afflicted 
son (whom Barbara dubs “the court 
jester’) and her older husband (well 
played by Bill Nighy)—is amusingly 
misanthropic before simply revealing 
itself as elaborate set-up for Barbara’s 
desire to transform Sheba into her 
not-quite-explicitly homosexual com- 
panion. 

More problematic is Sheba’s lust for 
a student. I admired the fact that the 
15-year-old (Andrew Simpson) really 


ae $65 
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Children sets up many questions, 
but almost none of them are 
answered, When they are answered, 
it’s with an ambiguous “who knows?’ 
There is no point in knowing, the film 
seems to be telling us; just see what 
has become of the world and dea| 
with it. That is the characters: 
approach. 

Claire-Hope Ashitey’s'’ performance 
as Kee is rough at first, but progresses 
until almost all her self-consciousness 
is shed. She is outweighed by fantas- 
tic performances from every corne; 
however, including an Oscar-worthy 
turn by Michael Caine as Jasper, the 
permafried future hippie who ;: 
warmed by his own cynicism. 

From beginning to end, the actors 
naturally walk through scenarios that 
are unsettling to us as if they are just 
trifles. 

Children of Men is one of those 
movies that you want to see twice to 
fully enjoy the intricate set design and 
Easter eggs placed for a trained ey« 
But you must untrain your eye. My 
advice to anyone going to this movi 
is don’t get caught up in the mise-en 
scéne. There is so much to look at, x: 
much to read, so much to absorb that 
at times you may forget that there is a 
complicated story to follow. 

But if the world’s future is indeed a 
grim as this movie depicts it to be, we 
can at least rest in the fact that the 
future of vital cinema is alive and 
well. w 


looked like a 15-year old, but this did- 
n't change the fact that Sheba’s inabil- 
ity to shake off her pubescent lover 
reads as pure dramaturgical conven- 
ience. Blanchett brings too much dig- 
nity to a character that only serves the 
plot's contrivances by becoming 
increasingly dull-witted. 

The shoving of characters into ar 
over-cooked narrative may or ma) 
not have its origins in Heller’s nove! 
(which I haven’t read), but it sure fit 
perfectly into Marber’s habit of driving 
a provocative concept without doing 
the character work necessary to mak 
us believe and/or care, a tendency |'d 
argue is more than evident in Mar 
ber's overrated Closer. 

None of this is to say that Noles on 
a Scandal! doesn’t divert. The fluid 
pace and the Philip Glass score keer 
things circling engagingly around th« 
expert central performances. In fact, |! 
moves so well that you might no! 
realize you're being cheated until th« 
risible climax or even the cookie-cul 
ter genre ending. v 
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e Willis, Justin Timber- 
lo Vargas star in The 


at legendary independent 
Kenneth Anger who made nine 
en 1947 and 1980. Read Brian 
s review on page 28. ZEIDLER HALL, THE 
FAL JAN 12- = MON, JANTS(9 PM) 


‘ARTHUR AND THE INVISIBLES The voices 
of Freddie Highmore, Mia Farrow and 
Robert De Niro star in The Messenger 
director Luc Besson’s animated film about 
a boy who enters a miniature world to 
find a treasure that will save his grand- 
ma’s house from developers. 


CURSE OF THE GOLDEN FLOWER chow 
Yun Fat, Gong Li and Jay Chou star in Aid- 
ing Alone for Thousands of Miles director 
Zhang Yimou's period drama of betrayal 
and passion that pits Emperor against 
Empress and Emperor against his sons. 
Read Brian Gibson's review on page 27. 


LETTERS FROM IWO JIMA Ken Watan- 
abe, Kazunari Ninimiya and Tsuyoshi 
thara star in Flags of Our Fathers director 
Clint Eastwood's war drama about the 
famous battle told from through the eyes 
of the Japanese. 


LA CYCLE: THE ALMS OF 
ANGER A collection of short 
films dy the pioneer of indie cinema, 
a rom 1947 - 2005. ZEIDLER HALLTHE © 
oT JAN 12- MON, JAN 15 (9 PM) 


NOTES ON A SCANDAL Judi Dench, cate 
Blanchett and Tom Georgeson star in 
Stage Beauty director Richard Eyre's 
drama about a pottery teacher who has 
an affair with one of her students, caus- 
ing upheaval in all parts of her life. Read 
Joseph Braun's review on page 27. 


OLD JOY Danie! London, Will Oldham and 
Tanya Smith star in Then a Year director 
Kelly Reichardt’s drama about two old 
friends who reunite for a camping trip in 

Oregon. Read Joseph Braun's review on 
ze 2 CITADEL; FRI, JAN 12- 

‘PM; FRI, JAN 19 & SAT, JAN 20 (7 PM); 

ee (MON, JAN 22(7.& 9 PM) 


ED VEIL Edward Norton, 


Ae Far Fast. Read Brian 
_ 28. 


rector es diana 
boy who is adopted by an 
e 


ARD Ne-Yo, Brian J White 
Nilliams star in Trois 3: The 
ite’s film about a trou- 

c ncer who Is given the oppor- 
tunity to go to university (and stomp!). 


FRI, JAN THU, JAN 18, 2006 


All showtimes are subject to change 
at any time. Please contact theatre 
for confirmation. 
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CHABA THEATRE-JASPER 


$094 Connaught Dr, Jasper, 852-4749 
THE GOOD SHEPHERD (14A) Dally 8:00 


THE HOLIDAY (PG, not recommended for 
young children) Fri-Sat 6;50, 9:10; Sun-Thu 
8:00 


CINEMA CITY 12/MOVIES 12 

Cinema 12: 9639-99 St, 463-5481. 
MARIE ANTOINETTE (PG) Sat Sun 11:10; 
Daily 1:45, 4:20, 6:50, 9:20; Fri Sat late show 
11:50. 


A GOOD YEAR (PG, coarse language) Sat Sun 
10:56; Dally 1:35, 4:10, 6:55, 9:25; Fri Sat late 
show 11:50 


FLUSHED AWAY (G) Sat Sun 11:25; Dally 
1:40, 3:55, 7:10, 9:30; Fri Sat late show 11:40. 
Kids Kabin Fever: Jan. 18, 1:40pm 


DEJA VU (14A) Sat Sun 10:50; Daily 1:25, 
4:05, 6:45, 9:15; Fri Sal late show 11:45 


THE FOUNTAIN (14A) Sat Sun 11:20; Daily 
1:55, 4:40, 7:30, 10:00; Fri Sat late show 12:10 


UNACCOMPANIED MINORS (G) Sat Sun. 


11:30; Daily 2:00, 4:25, 7:15, 9:35; Fri Sat late iL 


show 11:35 


‘SANTA CLAUSE 3: THE ESCAPE CLAUSE 
(G) Sat Sun 11:05; Daily 1:15, 4:30, 7:35, 9:50; 
Fri Sat late show 12:05 


THE PRESTIGE (144) Daily 1:30, 4:15, 7:00, 
9:40 

DECK THE HALLS (PG) Sal Sun 11:00; Daily 
1:50, 4:35, 7:05, 9:55; Fri Sat late show 11:55 


THE DEPARTED (18A, coarse language, vio- 
lence) Daily 1:05, 4:00, 7:25; Fri Sat late show 
10:40 


THE GUARDIAN (PG, coarse language, not 
recommended for young children) Daily 8:30; Fri 
Sat late show 11:20 


OPEN SEASON (6) Sat Sun 11:00; Daily 1:10, 
3:10, 6:30 


LITTLE MISS SUNSHINE (14A, coarse Ian- 
guage, mature themes) Sat Sun 111:00; Daily 
1;20, 3:50, 7:20, 9:45; Fri Sal late show 12:00 


Movies 12: 190 Ave 50 St, 472-9779 


DEJA VU (14A) Sat Sun 10:55; Daily 1:35, 
4:10, 7:00, 9:45; Fri Sal late show12:10 


A GOOD YEAR (PG, coarse language) Sat Sun 
11:00; Daily 1;25, 4:30, 6:55, 9:40; Fri Sat late 
show 12:05 


MARIE ANTOINETTE (PG) Sal Sun 11:05; 
Daily 1:40, 4:15, 6:50, 9:30; Fri Sat late show 
12:00 


FLUSHED AWAY (G) Sal Sun 11:10; Daily 
1:45, 4:35, 7:05, 9:15; Fri Sat late show 11:30; 
Kids Kabin Fever. Jan. 18, 1:45, 


UNACCOMPANIED MINORS (G) Sal Sun 
11:15; Daily 1:50, 4:40, 7:00, 9:10; Fri Sat late 
show 11:35 


SANTA CLAUSE 3; THE ESCAPE CLAUSE(G) 
Sat Sun 11:25; Daily 1290, 4:45, 7:10, 9:20; Fri 
Sal late show 11:20 


THE FOUNTAIN (144) Sat Sun 11:35; Dally 
2:05, 4:50, 7:35, 9:50, Fri Sat late show 11:50 


THE PRESTIGE (144) Daily 4:25, 9:40 


DECK THE HALLS (PG) Sat Sun 11:30; Daily 
1:55, 7:15; Fri Sat late show 11:45 


SAW Ill (18A, gory scenes, brutal violence) Sat 
‘Sun 11:20; Daily 2:00, 4:55, 7:20, 9:55; Fri Sat 
late show 12:15 


THE DEPARTED (158A, coarse language, vio- 
Jence) Daily 1:20, 4:20, 7:30; Fri Sat late show 
10:45 


JET LI'S FEARLESS (PG, violence, not recom- 
mended for young chikdren) Dally 9:25, Fri Sat 
late show 11:40 


THE GUARDIAN (PG, coarse language, not 
recommended for young children) Daily 1:00, 
3:45, 640, 9:35 


OPEN SEASON (G) Sat Sun 11:20; Dally 1:10, 
9:10, 5:05, 7-25 


10200-102 Ave 421-7020 
CHILDREN OF MEN (14A, coarse language, 
violence) Daily 1:10, 4:10, 7:10, 9:40 


NOTES ON A SCANDAL (14A, mature 
themes, coarse language) Daily 1:00, 3:20, 
7:00, 9:30 

CASINO ROYALE (14A, violence) Fri-Wed 
12:15, 3:15, 6:30, 9:35; Thu 12:15, 3:15 


SSS SSS 888888 2S 


FILM LISTINGS 


PRIMEVAL (18) Daily 1:30, 3:50, 7:20, 10:00 


NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM (PG, not recom- 
mended for young children) Daily 1:20, 4:00, 
6:50, 9:10 


FREEDOM WRITERS (PG, coarse language, 
violence) Dally 12:20, 3:10, 6:40, 9:20 


BLOOD DIAMOND (14A, violence, disturbing 
content) Daily 12:25, 3:30, 6:25, 9:50 


THE PURSUIT OF HAPPYNESS (PG) Dally 
12:50, 3:40, 7:20, 10:00 


THE GOOD SHEPHERD (14A) Fri Sun-Thu 
12:40, 4:20, 8:00; Sat 12:40, 9:15 


MISS POTTER (G, sneak preview) Sat 7:00 


REVIEW 
4211-199 Ave, 472-7600 
ALPHA DOG (18A, coarse language) Fri-Sun 


1:00, 4:00, 7:15, 9:50; Mon-Thu 4:00, 7:15, 
9:50 


PRIMEVAL (1A) Fri-Sun 2:30, 5:00, 7:35, 
9:45; Mon-Thu 5:00, 7:35, 9:45 


ARTHUR AND THE INVISIBLES (G) Fri-Sun 
2:40, 4:50, 7:10, 9:25; Mon-Thu 4:50, 7:10, 
9:25 


NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM (PG, not recom- 
mended for young children) Fri-Sun 2:00, 4:40, 
7:00, 9:49; Mon-Thu 4:40, 7:00, 9:40 


THE PURSUIT OF HAPPYNESS (PG) Fri-Sun 
1:15, 3:50, 6:45, 9:35; Mon-Thu 3:50, 6:45, 
9:35 

(CASINO ROYALE (14A, violence) Fri-Sun 
12:45, 2:40, 6:30, 9:20; Mon-Thu 3:40, 6:30, 
8:20 


ERAGON (PG, violence, not recommended for 
young children) Fri-Sun 1:40, 4:20, 7:25, 9:55; 
Mon-Thu 4:20, 7:25, 9:55 


HAPPY FEET (G) Fri-Sun 1:30, 4:10; Mon-Thu 
410 


BLOOD DIAMOND (14A, violence, disturbing 
content) Daily 6;35, 9:20 


ROCKY BALBOA (PG) Daily 6:50, 9:10 


HAPPILY N'EVER AFTER (G) Fri-Sun 2:20, 
4:30; Mon-Thu 4:30 


THE HOLIDAY (PG, not recommended for chil- 
dren) Daily 9:00 


(CHARLOTTE'S WEB (6) Fri-Sun 2:10, 4:25, 
6:40; Mon-Thu 4:25, 6:40, 


ALPHA DOG (18A. coarse language, no pass- 
8) Fri 4:10, 7:25, 10:10; Sat-Sun 1:30, 4:10, 
7:25, 10:10; Mon-Thu 7:25, 10:10 


PRIMEVAL (184) Fri 4215, 7:10, 9°50; Sat-Sun 
9:15, 4:15, 7-10, 9:50; Mon-Thu 7:10, 9:50 


ARTHUR AND THE INVISIBLES (G) Fri 5:00, 
7:20, 9:35; Sat-Sun 12:25, 2:45, 5:00, 7:20, 
9:35; Mon-Thu 7:20, 9:35 


HAPPILY N'EVER AFTER (G) Fri 3:35, 6:30; 
Sat-Sun 12:50, 3:35, 6:30; Mon-Thu 6:30 


CHILDREN OF MEN (14A, coarsa language, 
violence, no passes) Fri 3:45, 6:40, 9:40; Sat 
Sun 12:45, 3:45, 6:40, 9:40; Mon-Thu 6:40, 
9:40 

NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM (PG, not recom 
mended for young children) Fri 4:00, 7:05 
10°15; Sat-Sun 1:10, 4:00, 7:05, 10:15; Mon- 
Thu 7:05, 10:15 


THE PURSUIT OF HAPPYNESS (PG) Fri 3:40, 
7:15, 10:00; Sat-Sun 12:40, 3:40, 7:15, 10:00; 
Mon-Thu 7:15, 10:00 


CHARLOTTE'S WEB (G) Fri 4:05, 6:50, 9:15; 
Sat-Sun 12:20, 4:05, 6:50, 9:15; Mon-Thu. 
6:50. 9:15 


BLOOD DIAMOND (1 4A. violence, disturbing 
content) Fri-Sun 3:50, 7:00, 9:55; Mon-Thu 
7:00, 9:55. 


CASINO ROYALE [14A, violence) Fri 3:90, 
6:35, 9:45; Sat-Sun 12:15, 3:30, 6:35, 9:45; 
Mon-Thu 6:35, 9:45 


ERAGON (PG, violence, not recommended for 
young chikdren) Dally 9:20 


HAPPY FEET (G) Sat-Sun 1:05 


8742-109 St, 433-0728 


THE PAINTED VEIL (PG, not recommended 
for chiiciren) Daily 6:50, 9:20; Sat-Sun 2:00 


GATEWAY 8 
2950 Calgary Trail. 436-6977 


THE QUEEN (PG) ri Mon-Thu 6:50, 9:20; Sat- 
‘Sun 1:15, 3:35, 6:50, 9:20 


CURSE OF THE GOLDEN FLOWER (144, 
ory scenes) Fri Mon-Thu 7:05, 9:40; Sat-Sun 
1:40, 4:15, 7:05, 9:40 


BORAT (144, coarse language, sexual content, 
crude content. not recommended for childreri) 
Fri Mon-Thu 7:20, 9:50; Sat-Sun 2:00, 4:00, 
7:30, 9:50 


STRANGER THAN FICTION (PG) Fri Mon-Thu 
7.00, 9:30; Sat-Sun 1:10, 3:40, 7:00, 9:30 


WE ARE MARSHALL (PG) Fri Mon-Thu 6:35, 
9:25; Sat-Sun 1:00, 3:45, 6:35, 9:25 


CHARLOTTE'S WEB (G) Fri Mon-Thu 7:15, 
9:35; Sat-Sun 1:35, 3:50, 7:15, 9: 


THE NATIVITY STORY (PG) Fri Mon-Thu 6:40; 
Sat 1:25, 3:30, 6:40; Sun 1:25, 6:40 


BHAGAM BHAG (14) Fri-Sat Mon-Thu 9:45; 
Sun 3:30, 8:45 


PRIMEVAL (18A) Fri Mon-Thu 7:20, 9:45; Sal- 
Sun 1:50, 4:10, 7:20, 9:45 


GRANDIN THEATRE 


randis i, Sir fon Churchill 


HAPPILY N' EVER AFTER (G) Daily 
5:00, 6:45 


ERAGON (PG, violence, not recom- 
mended for young children) Daily 2:55, 
8735 


CHARLOTTE'S WEB (G) Daily 3:10, 
5:05, 7:05 


BORAT (144, coarse language, sexual 
content, crude content, not recom- 
mended for children) Daily 9:00 


NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM (PG, not 
recommended tor young children) Daily 
3:05, 5:20, 7:25, 9:25 


HAPPY FEET (G) Daily 2:50, 4:55, 7:00 


CASINO ROYALE (14A, violence) Daily 
9:05 


ARTHUR AND THE INVISIBLES (G) 
Daily 3:15, 5:15, 7:20, 9:10 


LEDUC CINEMAS 
4762-50 St, Leduc, 986-2728 


WE ARE MARSHALL (PG, Daily 6:55, 
9:15; Sat Sun 12:55, 3:20 


NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM (PG, not 
recommended for young children) Daily 
6:55, 9:15; Sat Sun 12:55, 3:20 


CHARLOTTE'S WEB (6) Daily 7:10; Sat Sun 
1:00, 3:25 


MAGIC LANTERN-CAMROSE 
Camrose, 780-608-2144 


PRIMEVAL (18A, Daily 7:05, 9:15; Sat- 
Sun 2:05 


THE GOOD SHEPARD (144) Daily 7:30 
CHARLOTTE'S WEB (G) Sat-Sun Tue 
2:00 

WE ARE MARSHALL (PG) Daily 6:50, 
9:10 


HAPPILY N'EVER AFTER (G) Sat-Sun, 
Tue 2:10 


NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM (PG, not 
recommended for young children) Daily 
7:00, 9:00; Sat-Sun Tue 1°55 


PURSUIT OF HAPPYNESS (PG) Daily 
6:55, 9:05; Sat-Sun Tue 1:50 


MAGIC LANTERN ICE GROVE 
‘in 972- 


NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM (PG, not recom- 
mended for young children) Baily 7:00, 9:00; 
Sat Sun 1:00, 3,00 


9828-101A Ave, Citadel Theatre, 425- 
9212 


OLD JOY (STC) Fri-Mon 7:00 
ANGER ME (STC) Fri-Mon 9:00 


8882-170 St, 444-1829 
DEWA VU (14A) Fri 4:00, 7:00, 9:30; Sat-Sun 
1:00, 4:00, 7:00, 9:30; Mon-Thu 7:00, 9:30 
BLACK CHRISTMAS (138A. gory scenes, cis- 
turbing content) Fri-Sun 2:15, 4: 15, 7:20, 9:45; 
Mon-Thu 7:20, 9:45 


A GOOD YEAR (PG, coarse language} Daily 
9:10 


THE SANTA CLAUSE 3 THE ESCAPE 
CLAUSE (G) Fri 2:40, 5:00, 7:15, 9:20; Sat-Sun 


2 


12:20, 2:40, 5:00, 7-15, 9:20; Mon-Thu 7:15, 
9:20 

DECK THE HALLS (PG) Fri 2:45, 4:50, 7-10; 
Sat-Sun 12:40, 2:45, 4:50, 7-10: Mon-Thu 7-10 


THE PRESTIGE (1 4A) Fri 3:20, 6:30, 9:25; Sat- 
‘Sun 12:45, 3:30, 6:20, 9:25; Mon-Thu 629. 
9:25 

FLICKA (G) Fri 2:50, 4:45, 6:45; S: 
12:56, 2:50, 4:45, 6:45; Mon-Thu 


‘Sun 


LET'S GO TO PRISON (144, coarse lenquage) 
Fri-Sun 2:35, 4:40, 6:40, 9:40; Mon-Thu 8:40, 
9:40 


OPEN SEASON (G) Fri 2:30, 4:30, 6:50, 9:00; 
Sal-Sun 12:45, 2:30, 4:30, 6:50, 9:00; Men- 
Thw 6:50, 9:00 

THE GUARDIAN (PG, coarse language, not 
recommended for young children) Dally 9-15 


NORTH EDMONTON CINEMAS 
14231 137th Avenue, 780-732-2223 


ALPHA DOG (184. coarse language, no pass 
es) Daily 1:30, 4:30, 7:20, 10:15 


PRIMEVAL (18A) Daily 1:50, 4:35, 7-25, 10:10 


STOMP THE YARD (PG, coarse language} 
Daily 1:40, 4:50, 7:45, 10:25 


ARTHUR AND THE INVISIBLES (G} Daily 
12:05, 2:20, 4:40, 7:10, 9:20 


FREEDOM WRITERS (PG, coarse language, 
violence) Dally 12:50, 3:45, 6:55, 9:50 


CHILDREN OF MEN (144, coarse language 
violence, no passes) Daily 1:10, 4:00, 7-30, 
10:30 


DREAMGIRLS (PG, coarse language, mature 
themes) Fri Sun-Thu 12:40, 3:30, 6:50, 10:00. 
Sat 3:30, 6:50, 10:00 


NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM | 
mended for young children) De 
5:10, 7:40, 10:20 


t recom- 
1200, 2:30, 


THE GOOD SHEPHERD (144) Daily 8:30 
ROCKY BALBOA (PG) Fri-Sat 3 
9:35; Sun-Wed 3:55, 
7:25, 10:10 


35, 6:30, 
6:30, 9:35; Thu 4:35, 


THE PURSUIT OF HAPPYNESS (PG) Daily 
1,00, 4:20,7:15, 10:05 


CHARLOTTE'S WES (G) Daily 12:20 


ERAGON (PG, violence, not recommended for 
young children) Fri-Tue 1:20, 4:10, 7:05, 9:30; 
Wed 1:20, 4:10, 7:05, 10:15; Thu 1:20, 4:10, 
9:30, 

THE HOLIDAY (PG, not recommended for chil- 
dren) Daily 3:40 


BLOOD DIAMOND (14A violence, disturbing 
content) Fri-Sun Tue-Thy 12:45, 3:50, 7:00, 
10:10; Mon 12:45, 3:50. 10:10 


CASINO ROYALE (14A. violence) Daily 12:30, 
640, 9:5 


HAPPY FEET (G) Dally 12:10, 2:40, 5-20 


METROPOLITAN OPERA: THE FIRST 
EMPEROR (Ciassification not available) Set 
11:30 


VOLVER (14A, mature the 
9:20; Sat-Sun 2:00; no show 6:50 Wed, Jan. 
7 


LITTLE CHILDREN (134A, sexual con 
tent) Daily 7:00; Sat-Sun 1:00 


CURSE OF THE GOLDEN FLOWER 
(14A. gory scenes) Daily 9:20; Sat-Sun 
3:20 


WEM, 8882-170 St, 444-2400 


ALPHA DOG (18A, coar: 
es, Digital) Daily 1:00, 


CHILDREN OF MEN (144 
viglence, no passes 
7.00, 10:00 


iolence, D 


‘CASINO ROYALE (144 
12:00, 3:30, 6:50, 10:10 


gital Dally 


Dally 12:40, 4:15 
NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM: THE IMAX EXPE- 
RIENGE (PG, not recommended for young chi 
dren, Digital, IMAX) Day 2:35, 5:10, 7:45, 
10:20 

HAPPY FEET: THE (MAX EXPERIENCE (G. 
Digital, IMAX) Daily 12:00 

NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM (PG, not recom- 
mended for young children, Digital) Daly 12:45, 
Gxd5, 7:05. 9:45 


ARTHUR AND THE INVISIBLES (G. Digtat 
Daily 12:05, 2:20, 4:35, 7:00 


925 
PRIMEVAL (184. Digit!) Daily 12:5 
7AS, 9:50 


BLOOD DIAMOND (144 
content, Digital) Daty 12-2 


HAPPILY N’EVER AFTER |G. 
1:10, 3:50, 6:30 


THE GOOD SHEPHERD (1 
3-00 


young 


6:45, § 


CHARLOTTE’S WEB (G 


ROCKY BALBOA (PG. £ 


955 


THE HOLIDAY (PG. 
dren, Digital) Daity 


HAPPY FEET (G. 
715 


SOUTH EDMONTON COMMON 


1525-99 St. 436-8585 
ALPHA DOG (i 


STOMP THE: ia 
Daily 7 


ARTHUR AND THE INVISIBLES (G 


120 0, 4:40, 7 


GURU (STC, sudtitied) Daily 


HAPPILY N'EVER AFTER (G) D 
2:15, 4:20, 6:40 


FREEDOM WRITERS [P\ 


violence 
9:45 


DREAMGIRLS (PG. c mabre 


THE PURSUIT OF HAPPYNESS (PG) Dally 
4:10, 4:10, 7:00, 9:50 


ERAGON [ 
young children) Fi 
7:40, 10:10; Mi 
THE HOLIDAY ( 
ren) Fri Sun-Thu 1 
3:20, 6:30, 9:20 

BLOOD DIAMOND (144 


conterit) Day 12:40, 3 


CASINO ROYALE (744 


3:30, 6:50, 10:00 


ROCKY BALBOA (PG) Dally 
1015 


ME Re OTAN OPERA: THE FIRST 
EMPEROR (Cossiice 


WESTMOUNT CENTRE | 


111 Ave. Groat Ad, 455-8726 


NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM (P\ 


THE GOOD SHEPHERD 
Thu 8200; Sat-Sun 1:00, 4 


CHARLOTTE’S WEB (G) Daily 7:10: Sst Sun 
1:00, 3:25 


THE PURSUIT OF HAPPYNESS (FS) Day 
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(0030-102 STREET * INFO: 428-STAR 


FRIDAY JANUARY (9 


FOREVER & A DAY 


CRISTIAN HANSEN & THE AUTISTIC/ SIDE STEP FATE 


WITH MUSEUM PIECES 


COMING SOON: NOMEANSNO, DO MAKE SAY THINK, FRACTAL PATTERN, STANTON WARRIORS 


10030-102 STREET * INFO: 428-STAR 
BELOW THE STARLITE ROOM 


UPCOMING EVENTS 
tr f- f DS pe 


WITH BEER ON THE WALL 
$9 DUS, 99 SONGS LOCAL CELEBRITIES, MUSICIANS AND ARTISTS - AND THE BEST PART -IT'S ALL FREE! 


SATURDAY JANUARY {3 


PPEAMBLIN AAMBASSADORS 
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SUBTERRANEAN SOUND PRESENTS 


ROOTDOWN 


FEAT: SHY FX, ROOTS SOUND SYSTEM, AGENT ORANGE, SWEETZ & MATT HATTER 


SATURDAY JANUARY 20 


SONGWRITERS IN THE ROUND 
FEATURING MYROL, JANE HAWLEY & MORE 


FRIDAY JANUARY 2G [FLEMISH EYE ARTISTS FROM CALGARY 


THE CAPE MAY 
WITH TEAM BUILDING & MARK TEMPLETON 
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Knives is Haines her way 


JOEL KELLY/ joel @vueweekly.com 
he question I most want to ask 
Emily Haines is, “Why are all 
of your songs so depressing?” I 

can’t quite work up the courage to say 
it, but its palpable presence hangs 
over our conversation, as if Haines is 
tired of hearing that question from her 
interviewers / wannabe therapists. 

She does admit that the often-bleak 
songwriting on her solo debut does 
serve as a form of therapy for a few 
conspicuous issues, namely the 2002 
death of her father (the songs “Read- 
ing In Bed” and “Mostly Waving” were 
written in the wake of his passing). 

“Well, certainly that topic in partic- 
ular is always going to be one that's 
sensitive,” she says. “I'm not afraid of 
topics. Definitely it’s not the part of 
being a musician that I love best. I 
love playing, writing, recording and 
playing concerts, but I don’t really 
enjoy talking about songs.” 

That being said, Haines says that 
the catharsis of songwriting is a natu- 
ral process for her 


WED, JAN 17 (7 PU 
EMILY HAINES & 


THE SOFT SKELETON 
WITH TAL FIRS 
MACLAB THEATRE, $28.15 
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“I think all music has that function 
[of therapy], regardless of the con- 
tent,” she says. “That's why musicians 
make music and why people who love 
music listen to it.” 

Knives Don’t Have Your Back, how- 
ever, serves as more than simple clos- 
et cleaning. 

“I do like the idea of functional 
music,” she explains. “I wanted to cre- 
ate music that works for people who 
are in transitions. It’s great for listen- 
ing to alone on airplanes.” 


HAINES HERSELF is wel! acquainted 
with living in transition, stemming 
right from her birth in New Delhi, 
India. Haines says that having no 
memory of her birthplace has left her 
with a sense of always questioning 
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MUSIC 


exactly what home is. 

“All of my family, we all seem to be 
nomadic,” she comments, “We like ( 
travel.” 

She ruefully admits that her pas 
sion for seeing the world is tempered 
with the demands and stresses of 
touring across the planet with Metric 

“I've never gotten to travel as a 
tourist,” she laments. “All I know is 
travelling as a musician. My idea of 
being a tourist is getting to go home.” 

However, Haines wouldn't give it 
up for anything, even if she has to 
miss the occasional cruise or back- 
packing trip. 

“It's a really interesting way to trav- 
el,” she acknowledges. “You get a real 
sense of how the people live, being 
with the young people at shows.” 

I never do find the gall to ask 
Haines my burning question, but 
seems that she is already anticipating 
my Freudian analysis. 

“I'm definitely interested in the 
world around me,” she says. “I’m not 
someone who lives in my mind.” wv 


packing up his turntables 
ing the road—well, that is, if 
unpacked in the first place. 

lose to 150 gigs annually, 
j inds himself constantly on the 
clock during his regular globe trotting 
excursions, travelling to as many as 
three or four cities—sometimes even 
countries—within only a few days. 

Bill rang in the New Year while 
performing in Las Vegas, making 
him one of a select few who are able 
to fuse work and play into a single 
entity. Of course, the joys of per- 
forming and the headaches of tour- 
ing are all part of the job for any 
musician. 

“It's nice to wake up in your own 
bed a few weeks here and there,” Bill 
admits, before adding, “I do feel lucky 
to do what I do, and I love what I do. 
[Touring] is tiring, but I'd get really 
bored if 1 took too much time off.” 

Wedging in an Edmonton show 
next week between appearances in 
Dallas and Calgary, the former Ameri- 
can National DMC runner-up is going 
to bring his recent preference for 
electro-house to the city, hoping that 
the crowd will share his enthusiasm 
for the style. 


“| DON'T THINK about pleasing the 
crowd when I pick music for my sets,” 
he says. “I just play what I like. My 
philosophy is, ‘I'll play better if I get é : 
excited about what I’m playing.’ I like * 
to share my excitement with the 


CENTURY 


CC} 


UPCOMING CONCERTS! 
FREE ADMISSION (UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED) 


ett eecesesoceresasecsseesees 


SAN 
12-153) k 


eecssees 


BUCK WILD 
-=SHEAD 


Seeeseeceesovonene 


crowd, and I just Rope they get just as 
excited.” 

His philosophy has been successful 
so far. As one of the founding fathers 
of the mid-‘80s house movement in 
Chicago, Bill’s evolving taste—span- 
ning an incredible career of over 20 
years—has foreshadowed and contin- 
ues to guide the direction of house 
music. 

Having begun his career on the 
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DMC circuit—only to abandon it 
shortly after due to the rigorous 
hours of practice needed—Bill still 
brings small elements of scratching 
and hip-hop to the decks for some 
extra flavour. Despite these old 


school touches, however, he remains 
focused on the future, though he 
feels no need to make any New 
Year's resolutions. 

“I don’t make resolutions,” he 
states. “I have goals for every aspect 
of life. | always take things to another 
level and push the envelope. For 2007 
I'll be hoping to accomplish my cur- 
rent goal and complete my album 
that's in the works." w 
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=p) HOTEL CALIFORNIA 
16-18 


NORTH AMERICA’S #1 TRIBUTE TO 


THE EAGLES! : 


INN MITCHEU'S 
BAY CITY ROUERS: 


TICKETS: $28.95 PWS GST. INCWDES BUFFET. CALL 645-1000 FOR TICKETS > 


: CENTURY DINNER THEATRE: 3 
We ™= Nl tie, 


THREE 


PREVUE / SAT, JAN 13 ff PM) / THE RAMBLIN’ 
AMBASSADORS / WITH CORDOBA / VICTORY 
LOUNGE, $10 After more than a decade of instru- 
mental twang, Calgary's Huevos Rancheros had come 
to a standstill. Rather than sit around doing nothing, 
guitarist Brent Cooper pulled together a few friends 
and they headed out as the Ramblin’ Ambassadors. 
Cooper admits that more than just the band has 
changed in his life over the past few years with the 
Ambassadors. “The other guys all have other bands 


as well, but for me, because of my busy lifestyle now MUSKE, 


| can't dedicate as much time to music as | used to,” eeeccsceose OES ov irww ers 


he explains over the phone from his home in Calgary. > ++ + + + + Ss > > + 


“But having said that, we still play once or twice a 
month and we're working on a new album, sa I'm kind 0% OFF TICKETS! 


of busy.” Kind of busy doesn’t really do Cooper's situa- 

tion justice. In addition to music and being a dad, he’s 
Bringin tsa and get 30% off your Century Dinner Theatre tickets util the end of 
Jamary. One cupon per person. Can not be combined with other offers. VUEWEEKLY 


also into his second year of a new career as an ele- 
13103 FORT RD 643.4000 


Sa-TeWOoN ol We@cRU RC: 


mentary school teacher, something he’s especially 
excited about. “Well, actually, it's pretty awesome, 
really,” he laughs. “| teach for a school that's sort of 
half Degrassi and half Fame, so I'm always playing 
guitar. I've got a turntable in the classroom and | force 
the kids to listen to Link Wray or Dick Dale or Benny 
Goodman, so that's good for me. And it's not that dif- 
ferent from being in a band. It’s all noisy and fart 
jokes and stuff.” —EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 
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They'll be coming ‘round the mountain 


ES / bryan@vuaweekly.com 

‘ve ever gone to the moun- 

tains with no intention of skiing 

and a taste for good original punk 

rock, you may have come away a little 
jointed. 

Clubs in Alberta's ski towns seem 
to have a marked propensity towards 
top-40 music and harmonica-wielding 
cover bands, so it’s hard to get your 
fix. Jasper’s Sonance has been doing 
its part, however, to create good origi- 
nal punk rock in the mountains for 
the last four years or so and in that 
time, explains guitarist Lee Waters, 
the scene has grown. 

“There’s a few bands now—we’re 
one of maybe three or four,” he says. 
“With more bands popping up, you 
can actually catch some good shows.” 


BECAUSE THE SCENE remains relatively 


small, the band—which includes 
bassist Tommy Deagle, drummer 
Jamie McCardle, lead guitarist Fabian 
Valcourt and vocalist Simon O'Maho- 
ny—is often forced to go elsewhere in 
order to rock out. Gig swapping is a 
longstanding practice amongst punk 
rockers, and Waters says that being 
able to set up shows in Jasper for out 
of town bands has really helped them 
get shows elsewhere. 

“Sometimes people call us up and 
we try to help them set up a show,” he 
says. “Bands from Edmonton that 
we've helped out have really helped 
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us out in return.” 
Sonance, whose members practice 
four times a week because of the 


hoping that all of the hard work pays 
off as they prepare to release their 
second album, which was recorded at 
Calgary's Night Deposit Studios. 

“We should have ‘er done and out 
in about February or March,” says 
Waters. “It’s called The Road Home 
and we'll be back up to Edmonton for 


ERVIGH~ GREG GORY - BRAD AGT 


aforementioned lack of a nightlife, is a CD release party.” v 


1008) Jasper Ave. Polocium Build 
coll 425-CLUB for more info 
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Yeah, God's more of a garage rocker, really ... 


TARA ZUROWSKI / tara@vueweekly.com 


aiting at Chapter’s for 
Above the Shadows, | 
had the opportunity to wit- 


ness the band members arriving 
through the store’s revolving doors. 

It seemed as though they were 
going to go around again and again 
before actually entering the place, 
guffawing and having a great time. 

And, a little bit later, as Calab 
“Marty the Party” Martin, the band’s 
drummer, took his first sip of his tasty 


extra large caramel macchiato, with 
eyes wide and a grin as big as a ship, | 
thought that maybe I had the wrong 
group. Looking at them, | would never 
have pegged them for a band that, as 
stated on its MySpace page, is 
“bringin’ back the beefy Metalcore.” 

Little did 1 know that the message 
Above the Shadows is trying to send 
out to today’s youth is one of heavy 
hope, not heavy gloom. Their music is 
reaching out to people of all sorts, 
partly because these guys know how 
to bellow out a hardcore piece so 
loudly that their message is practically 
unavoidable. 

“We get the most opposition from 
the narrow minded Christian people,” 
admits the band’s vocalist, Travis 
Koop. “They don’t really understand. 
There is such a negative connotation 
to screaming and metal, and even 
Syncopated rhythm, They don’t want 
to take the time to understand.” 


SOME PEOPLE MIGHT argue that Above 
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= | ABOVE THE SHADOWS 

oe | WITH OPEN EVES ELVSIA, BECOMING THE MARTYR, 
GUTT WRENCH, AWORLD OW FIRE, BREAKXAWAY 
AVENUE SKATEPARK, $8 


the Shadows’ brutally heavy metal is 
not particularly biblical in spirit, but 
Travis has a gentle rebuttal for them 

“People say that God would never 
take heavy music as something 
good,” he says. “I say any way to get 
the message across is a good one. 
You need Christian rappers and hard- 
core metal weirdoes to spread the 
word of the lord, or even just offer a 
little hope. 

“There's a lot of darkness in this 
world, a lot of hurt,” he continues. 
“Seems that someone is always telling 


you to beat someone up, or whatever 
We are offering different ways of deal- 
ing with problems.” 

There's no doubt that the band 
members are thankful for the oppor- 
tunity to spread their beliefs through 
their music, especially considering 
that they've only been playing togeth- 
er for seven months. In that time, 
they've already played over 20 shows, 
have recorded an EP and are currently 
recording their first full-length album 
at a Saskatchewan studio 

“We're happy this is happening to 
us,” concludes Travis. “We don’t wanna 
come across as a bunch of guys cram- 
ming religion down people's throats 
We wanna say, ‘This is your choice, you 
have complete choice. Now let's play 
some beefy Metalcore.” w 
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THE TEMPERATURE IS RISING 
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JACK’D UP WEDNESDAYS 
$6 TRIPLES 
$3.50 EVERYTHING ELSE ALL NIGHT 


$3.50 ALL NIGHT 
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WIN YOUR TUITION 
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LIVE PERFORMANCE & HOSTING 


HIGSTERN CANADA'S #1 
FRIDAY NIGHT PARTY 


10 POPE 


aD, MIP HOP, REGGAE 
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REGGAETON & MASH-UP 


SUITE 2554, UPPER LEVEL 
WEST EDM. MALL * 443-6666 
WWW.FEVERNIGHTCLUB.COM 
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LISTINGS FOR YOU 


Stowburn (CD release); 7:30-9:30pm 
seca Open stage; 


CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 
hs peal by Alberta Crude; 
1 


DRUID Open mic hosted by Chris 
Wynters every Tue; Spm 
DUSTER'S PUB Jam hosted by 
Bran Petch 

FOUR ROOMS 0A Ds Trio; 8pm 
HORIZON STAGE lan Tyson: 
7:30pm: $35 (adult\/$30 (student/sen- 
ior) at Horizon Stage box office, 
TicketMaster 

THE IVORY CLUB Live Dueling 
Pianas, no cover, Spm 

JAMMERS PUB Thursday open jam. 
7-11pm 

J AND BR BAR AND GRILL Open 
stage with The Poster Boys 
{pop/rock/blues); 8:30pm-12:30am. 
NORTH GLENORA HALL Jam host- 
ed by the Wild Rose Old Tyme 
Fiddlers Society; 7-10pm 
OBYRNE'S Don Berner (sax) 
Spm; no cover 

REXALL PLACE Dierks Bentley with 
Very Special Guests Doc Walker; 
7pm, $35.75-$49 75 at TicketMaster 
URBAM LOUNGE Wide Mouth 
Mason 

WILD WEST SALOON Five On The 
Side 

WUNDERBAR Tippy Agogo jam ses- 
sion with Ayla Brook and Lane Amat 
(AA Sc tem): $30pm: $5 


DJS 


BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE Escapack 
Entertainment 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE 
Thursdays: DJs spin on two levels 
BUDDY'S Wet underwear contest 
with Mia Fellow, midnight, Du 
WestCoastBabyDaddy 
ESMERALDA'S Big and Rich 
Thursday: top 40, country 

FILTHY McNASTY'S Punk Rock 
Bingo with BU SWAG 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 


Requests with DJ Damian 


GAS PUMP Ladies Nite: Top 
40/dence with DJ Christian 


e tound, SpinCycle 
BabyGirl, and Touch It 


KAS BAR Urban House: with DJ 
Mark Stevens; 9pm 


NEW CITY | Love ‘80s; Trash Bing0: 
hosted by Dexter Nebula, Sushi 
Stiletto, Belinda Carbomb, Hells 
Yeah; 9:45 (First Card): no cover 


ON THE ROCKS Salsaholic 
Thursdays: Dance lessons at 8pm: 
Salsa DJ to follow 


OVERTIME BOILER AND TAP- 
ROOM SOUTH Retro 10 New. clas. 
sic rock, R&B, urban and dance with 
DJ Mikee; Spm-Zam; no cover 


PLANET INDIGO-ST. ALBERT Hit 
it Thursdays: breaks, electro house 
spun by Pl residents 


RED STAR Femme Fatale: rock, pop, 
hip hop with BJ Kelty 


THE ROOST Gorgeous: featuring 
hostess Dr. Lexoon Tronic. Drag Kings 
and Queens, burlesque and rotating 
game shows, bands upstairs monthly 


SPORTSWOALD ROLLERSKATING 
DISCO Retro Night music flash 
backs from the “SOs, ‘60s, 70s, ‘80s, 
and the 90s; 7pm-12 midnight; $6 ($4 
rental/pair) 


STANDARD DJ Danny Howells (UKy: 
tickets available at TicketMaster, 
Treehouse, Underground (WEM), 
Colourblind 


VELVET UNDERGROUND NAILS 
WLCM: Electro, techno, no wave and 
2 bit of hip-hop with DJ Nik 7 and a 


rotating cast of quests 


FRI 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE Jim Hepler 
(bluas/roots); Sam, 


ALICE HOTEL-CAMIROSE Mir. Lucky 
{blues/roots); 9:30pm-1!30am: 780- 
672-2124 


(CASINO EDMONTON Pam Proud 
(country/rock) 


CASINO VELLOWHEAD Cat Sass 
(pop/rock) 


FEVER NIGHT CLUB Global Fridays 
FOUR ROOMS 1.A.0.s Trio; Spm; $5 


Exidy Toonflash, come @arly to avoid 
lineup, no cover before 10pm. 


DANTE'S BISTRO Toxt Messaging 
‘Singles Party: For singles 25-40; com- 
plately anonymous, totally addictive 


ESMERALDA'S DL Jimmy Friday; 
8pm (door) 

FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Top tracks, rock. retro with OJ 
Damian 


GAS PUMP Top 40/dance with DJ 
Christian 


HALD Mod Club: indie rock, new 
wave, Brit pop, and "60s sou! with DJ 
Blue Jay, DJ Trevy 0; no cover before 
10pm; $5 (after 10pm) 

LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Hypnotiq Friday: 
Breakbeat house, progressive and 
electro with Groovy Cuvy, DU Fuuze 


NEW CITY Bitch! Bitch! Bitch!: 
Official Kick-off party with DJs 
Dervish, Greg Gory, Brad Habit and 
Quests; no minors; Spm {door}; $5 


NEW CITY Friday Night Freek Out: 


PREVUE / WED, JAN 17 (7:30 PM) / ICE CUBE / 
REXALL / $39.50-65.50 / ALL AGES “Puff, puff, give 
motherfucker! You're fuckin’ up the rotation!” 


HORIZON STAGE \an Tyson: 
7:30pm, $35 (adulti/$30 (student/sen: 
ior) at Honzon Stage box office, 
TicketMaster 


HULBERT'S Thom Golub, Brett 
Miles. and Mark Segger, 8pm 


THE IVORY CLUB Live Dueling 
Pianos, no cover; Spm 

JAMBRERS PUB Country/rock band, 
3-Zam 

JEFFREYS CAFE June Mann Quartet 
[70s pop and jazz classics) $7 
JEXYLL AND HYDE PUB Headwind 
(pop/rock); 9.30pm 


JOHN L HAAR THEATRE-GRANT 
MACEWAN COLLEGE Showcase 

band concert: 7:30pm; $10 {adult!/$8 
{student/senior) at TIX on the Square 


OM THE ROCKS Liar, DJ Shawnibis 


SIDETRACK CAFE Mahogany Frog. 
Daydream Exchange; Spm 


‘STARLITE ROOM Sixgun, Hey 
Pretty. Shadowblade, King Ring 
Nancy; No minors; 8pm; $8 (door) 


URBAN LOUNGE Exit 303 
WILD WEST SALOON Five On The 
Side 


CLASSICAL 


CONVOCATION HALL Music at 
Convocation Hall: English songs from 


ent/senior), $20 {adult) at the U of A 
Department of Music; pre-concert 
introduction at 7:15 

MUTTART HALL-ALBERTA COL- 
LEGE Edmonton Classical Guitar 
Society: Jerome Ducharme; dpm: $25 
{adult}/$20 (student/senior/ECGS. 
member) at TIX on the Square 


DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Element 
D’n’B/nouse/breaks with Degree, 
Phatcat, Neal K, Shortee, Sweetz and 
more 

BANK ULTRA LOUNGE Connected 
Fridays: local house music with DJs 
and occasional international special 
guest DJ; 9pm (Doar); $5 (door) 


BAR-B-BAR 1) James; no cover 
BAR WILD Bar Wild Fridays 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE DJs spin 
‘on the main floor and on the Wooftop 


BOOTS Aietro Disco: retro dance 
BUDDY'S We made ‘em femous! OJ 


MUSIC 


rockandroll/punkrock/abitotever: 
thing/indy with Ds Jebus and 
Anarchy Adam {from CJSR's Your 
Weekly AA Meeting); G-Whiz 
(Wednesday Night Heros) 

ONE ON WHYTE Friday Nights: DJ 
Choklit Elvis and QJ Spyder 
OVERTIME BOILER AND TAP- 
ROOM SOUTH fetro to New. clas 


sit rock, A&B, urban and dance with 
DJ Mikee; Spm-2am, no cover 


RED STAR Loaded Friday. indie rock 
and Brit pop with DJ Readymade 
Flyboy 


THE ROOST All Request Dance 
Party: with DJ Jazzy 


RUM JUNGLE Peoples DJ Spinning 


SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND 
LOUNGE Deep House: with Friday 


Edmonton Police security on site all 
hight 

VELVET UNDERGROUND 99 Djs 
with Beer On The Wall; no minors; 
8pm (Door); $5 (door) 
WUNDERBAR Fridays with the Pony 
Girls, DU Avinder and DJ Toma; no 
cover 


V AFTERHOURS Foundation Fridays 


SAT. 


LIVE MUSIC 


ALICE HOTEL-CAMROSE Mr. Lucky 
(blues/roots); 9:30pm-1:30am; 780- 
672-2124 

BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Hair of 
the Dog: Manraygun; 4-6 pm; no 
cover acoustic every Saturday after- 
noon 

BLIND PIG Live bands every second 
Saturday 

CASINO EDMONTON Pam Proud 
{country/rock) 

CASINO YELLOWHEAD Cat Sass 
(pop/rock), 

CATALYST THEATRE Andrea House, 
Terry Morrison and John Gorham, 
Paul Bellows, Laura Crawford; 
7:30pm; $20 at TIX on the Square 
DRUID (JASPER AVE) Open stage, 
all ages; 2-6pm. 


FOUR ROOMS D.A.0.s Trio; 9pm; $5 
HOMEGROWN SOUL SHACK Sai 
top rap groups; Spm. 

HORIZON STAGE Ian Tyson; 
7:30pm; $35 (adult\/$30 (student/sen- 


jor) at Horizon Stage box office, 
TicketMaster 


HULBERT'S Thom Golub, Brett 
Miles, and Mark Segger (jazz); 8pm 
THE IVORY CLUB Live Dueling 
Pianos, no cover; Spm 


JAMMERS PUB Saturday open jam, 
3-7;30pm; country/rock band, Spm- 
2am 


JEFFREYS CAFE Shelley Jones 
(jazk $7 

JEKYLL AND HYDE PUB Headwind 
(pop/rock); 830pm 


MORANGO'S Open mic hosted by 
Tommy every Sat 7pm 


O'BYRNE'S (n the Patio: Chris 
Wynters, Scott Peters; 3pm; no cover 


ON THE ROCKS Linr, DU Shawnibis 


Northern Lights Folk Club/Mapletree 
Music: Ann Viiend, Rachelle van, 
Zantén; 7pm (door), 8pm (concert); 


PREVUE / SAT, JAN 13 (7 PM) / THE HOMEWREK- 
ERS / THE STUDIO /$8/ ALL AGES One time | 
showed my mom this picture of The Homewrekers and 
she said she didn’t get why such beautiful ladies 
would choose to be called homewrekers and dress and 
act that way. | guess they're doing something right. 


resident DJ Luke Morrison 
ROLLERSKATING DISCO Top 40 
request with a mix of retro and disco; 
Tpm-12 midnight; $6 ($4 rental/pair) 
STOLLFS Top 40, R&B, house with 
People’s DJ 

STONEHOUSE PUB Top 40 with DJ 
Tysin 

TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS 
Flashback: house/hard with Johnny 
Dangerous, Andy Inertia, quests; 1- 
7am 

URBAN FRAT All New Funktion 
Fridays; with DJ Invinceable; 


$18 (adultl/child 6-12 (half-price at 


door, child under 6 free}; tickets avail- 


able at TIX on the Square, Acoustic 
Music, Myhre’s Music 


REMEDY CAFE Frets ‘n’ Flute: 6pm: 
free 


RENDEZVOUS Them Damn Coyotes, 


Perilous Seas, Sufix 


‘SMDETRACK CAFE Dudley Dawson, 
Down the Hatch, Sonance; Spm; $7 
(door), 


URBAN LOUNGE Exit 303 


VELVET UNDERGROUND Ramblin’ 
Ambassadors, Cordoba; no minors; 
8pm (doar): $8 (door) 


(WILD WEST SALOON fF; . 
Side Ve On The 


ZAKS ON BIST AVEMUE Live tans 
and dancing every Sat 1Opm-1am 
and-dancing every Sat 1Opm-tam 


CLASSICAL 


CONVOCATION HALL The 
Edmonton Chamber Music Society 
Lafayette String Quartet; 8pm; $30 
{adult/$20 (senior\/$5 (student) at 
the Society, TIX on the Square, the 
Gramophone, and at the door 


DIS 


FREEHOUSE DJs on 


two levels 


BUDDY'S Undie night for men only 
free pool and tourney, DJ 
Arrowchaser 


DECADANCE Sou! Heaven 
Saturdays: Funky house and break 
beatz with Dus T-Bass, Femme fF; 
and local/intemational quests pre 
sented by NewSound Entertainmany 
ho minors; Spm-3am. 


FEVER NIGHTCLUB Saturday Nigh 
Fever—Live to Air. with 91.7 The 
Bounce, DJ Shocker 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE Ave} 
Top tracks, rock, retro with DJ 
Damian 


GINGUR SKY Soul0ut Saturday 
Bomb Squad and Invinceable 
Edmonton Police security on site 
night 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Saturday 
DU Groovy Cuvy and quests 
NEW CITY Fock ‘n’ Roll/Heaven ‘1 
Hell: rockandroll/punk/indy/newan 
dusedcandy with DJs Beard at Bi: 
and Nazz Nomad 


NEW CITY SUBURBS The |< 
Continues... Saturday Suck 

Dus Nik Roteelya and Blue Jay (' 
Cluby $5 

ONE ON WHYTE Saturday Nicht 
DU Choklit Elvis and DJ Spyder 


PLANET INDIGO-JASPER 
AVENUE Suggestive Saturday 
breaks electro house spun by 
dents 


RED STAR Indie rock. hip hop, rc 
indie rock, hip hop with S Maste 
Loopin’ the 3rd 


SPORTSWORLD ROLLERSKATING 
DISCO Sportsworld Inline 
Skating Disco: Top 40 reque 
mix of retro and disco; 1-Spm a 
Tpm-12 midnight; $6 ($4 rental/pa: 
STARLITE ROOM Politic Live 
Side, Lyic-1, Nicademus, The Orearr 
Team; no minors: 8pm (door) 
STOLLI'S ON WHYTE Top 4 
house with People’s OJ 

TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS 1‘! 
hard NAG/trance/funky with Jet 
Hillis. DTOR, Big Daddy, ST, | 
jJam-8am 

'WUNDERBAR Featured 0) 

Local Bands 


Y AFTERHOURS Aelease So 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
SlowBum {blues/rock}; 7-11pm 
BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE (o' | 
Give It Up: Main Floor: Funk, sou! 
Motown, diseo with DJ Red £ 
CARGO AND JAMES TEA ‘' 
Open stage with Rhea March; 7 
10pm: 

CROWN AND ANCHOR PUB J" 
every Sunday; 7pm 

HORIZON STAGE lan Tyson; 2p" 
$25 (adult)/$30 (student/senio’) a! 
Horizon Stage box office, 
TicketMaster 

JAMMERS PUB Sunday 072 0! 
jam; 4-8pm 


NEWCASTLE PUB Live jam host20 
by Willy and Dave every Sun; 2309" 


O'BYRNE'S Joe Bird's Irie Jam 
Open stage for all; 9:20pm; no cove 
OSCARS PUB Open stage Sunday 
hosted by Chris Wynters of Captai 
Tractor (8-1 1pm) 

REXALL PLACE The Tragically Hip. 
The Sadies (rock); 7:30pm) $39.59 
$75.50 at TicketMaster 
RIVERSIDE BAR AND GRILL The 
Red Ants (jazzy R&B) every Sunday. 


MINITY ANGLICAN 
ee Santiago, Carl 
pp: Spm: Free, donations 


Edmonton Youth 


i 
bt ice pertain: 8 
(a pass)/$5' pad peor 


available at Winspear box office 
le ——————— 


DJS 


Industry Night: with Atomic Improv, 
oe ti 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE Sunda 
Aftamoons with Phil Got To Give if 
Up. Main Floor: funk, soul, Motown, 
snd diseo with Du Red Dawn; 2-7pm 


(EW CITY flub A Dub Unites Again 
OJé Jebus and Anarchy Adam 
(CJSR's Your Weekly AA Meeting); 
‘the Simpson's at Spm. 


O'BYRNE'S DJ Finnegan: 9pm 
(door), $20 {basic}/$30 (premium); 
available by phone at 414 6766 


SPORTSWORLD New DJ: $10 


URBAM FRAT All New Urban Ladies 
Night Sundays. with E-town’s Fab- 
Four: InVineeable, Game, Weapon X, 
and BabyGirt 


WUNDERBAR Sundays DJ Gallatea 
and XS, guests; no caver 


: 28 
* 


LIVE MUSIC 


LBS PUB House band; 9:30pm- 
Yam; no cover 


NEW YORK BAGEL CAFE Marco 
Claveria (samba to Bolero) every 
Monday 


O'BYRNE'S SlowBumn (blues/rock), 
9:30pm-12am, 


PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY 
HALL Acoustic Instrumental Old Time 
Fiddle Jam hosted by the Wild Rose 
Old Tyme Fiddlers Society; 7pm 


‘SIDETRACK CAFE Maverick 
Mondays: Open Stage with Ben 
Spencer; 9pm, no cover 


FILTHY MeHASTY'S Metal 
(Mondays: with SWAG: — 
NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE Make 
it Munchie Mondays: House with DJ 
‘Dusty Grooves, guests 


Best local musical talent 
with DJ Angus 


TUE 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLIND PIG PUB AND GRILL Open 
‘stage with Mark Ammar features 
Greg Williamson (drums); 9pm 
DRUID (JASPER AVENUE) Open 
stage with Chris Wynters and quest 


LEGENDS PUB Open jam hosted by 


PREVUE / FRI, JAN 12 (8 PM) / SHADOWBLADE / 
STARLITE ROOM / $10 When Shadowblade asks if 
you're ready for some power metal, the correct 
answer is “| was born ready.” 


TAPHOUSE Monday Live: with Big 
Tickle; 8;30-11:30pm; no cover 


DUS 


BAR WILD Bar Gone Wild Mondays: 
Service Industry Night; no minors; 
Spm-2am 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Polar 
Mondays: with DJ Penny Tentiary 


BUDDY'S Amateur Strip Contest 
with Mia Fellow, DJ 
WestCoastBabyDaddy 


sos 
4 “AMTER rT 7 TICKETS 10 THE SHOW IS WELL AS 
to f BLAGK STONE GHERRY'sS LATEST ch 5 


Gary Thomas 

REXALL PLACE Evanescence, Stone 
Sour (alternative); 7pm: $39.50- 
$47.50 at TicketMaster 
SIDETRACK CAFE At The Stroke Of 


Madness, The Sessions, In Due Time; 
Spm; $7 (door) 


CLASSICAL 


WINSPEAR CENTRE Country 
Series: Frank Leahy in Don Messer’s 
Violin, Edmonton Symphony 


Orchestra; 8pm; $24-$56 at Wi 
ape eal $56 at Winspear 


DUS 
Big Rock 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE 
‘Tuesdays: DJs spin on the main level 


BUDDY'S Free pool and tourney, DJ 
Arrowchaser 


ESMERALDA'S Top 40, country, R&B 
with DJ Foreplay, DJ Jimmy 


FUNKY BUDDHA (White Ave) Latin 
and Salsa music, dance lessons 8- 
10pm 
GINGUR SKY Bashment Tuesdays: 
Reggae music; no cover all nite 
NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE The In 
Kraut: Mod R&B , Northern Soul, ’60s 
Garage, Mod Revival with Dr. Erick 
SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AMD 
LOUNGE Tapas Tuesday. popular 
house beats with DJ Kevin Wong 
The 


UNDERGROUND 
Beitish Invasion: with DU Sty; no 
cover 


'WUNDERBAR WUNDERBAR 
Tuesdays with DJ Sean or PDillup: no 
cover 


WED 


LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL Open 
mic vath Duff Robison; 8pm 
BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE Glitter 
Gulch Wednesdays 

GTADEL THEATRE Emily Haines 
and the Soft Skeleton; all ages event: 
7pm (door); $23.50 (adv) at 
Unionevents.com, Citadel Theatre box 
office, Blackbyrd. Megatunes, Listen 
FIDDLER'S ROOST Little Flower 
open stage: 7:30pm (door): $2 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Open Mic 


METRO CLUB AND BILLIARDS 
The Metro World Beat Band with 
Enrique 

NEW CITY LIKWID SUBURBS 
D.LY Wednesdays: 8:30pm (door), $5 
O'BYRNE'S Chris Wynters and 
friends; 5:30pm; no cover 


PLEASANTVIEW 
HALL Acoustic Bluegrass Jam 
Presented by the Northern Bluegrass 


> TO ENTER, EMAIL YOUR NAME & 
) DAYTIME PHONE NUMBER 10 
© HINDER@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


Circle Music oan every 
Wednesday eveni 

REXALL PLACE Ad Dogg, toe 
Cube (hip hop}; Tm $3 $39'50-$65.50 
at TicketMaster 

‘SIDETRACK CAFE The Nancy Ray: 
Guns, guests; 9pm 

URBAN LOUNGE Minority Music: 


with Vigilante Typewriter, Mine all 
Mine 


WILD WEST SALOON Brent Lee 
——— 


BUDDY'S Hump day with DJ Sency 
Sean 

FEVER NIGHTCLUB Industry 
Wednesdays 

HULBERT'S Wobbly V 

downtempo, smooth ja; 

Frederick 

LEGENDS PUB Hip hop/A&B with 
OU Spincycle 

NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 


Rlobobot Dj 3000; 0.1. Wednesdays 
3 original music ba 


RED STAR Funk ‘n’ Soul: funk, soul 

disco, nu jazz. reagae, hip hop wath 

Coo! Curt. Yur, Junior Brown, Remo 
Gone Wild 

Feat: with DJ Nest no 

STOLLI'S Wild Cherry: Hi 

with Tripswateh, Rezidnt F: 

with Steve Velocity 

VELVET UNDERGROUND Panic. 

{ndie, Mod, Rock, Electro Dance 

Party,with the Jbots; No o 

WUNDERBAR Wedn 

new DJ; no cover 


FOMONTON'S BEST 


W_URBANLO 


LIVE LIVE VENUE 
ri0BST, 439-3888 


Bil a COON EVENS AB DATE 


ll 
Jan'tt| WIDE MOUTH MASON 
Ni?-| Lelie A SOS 
san i7| FWEINORITY IVEUSIC 


Plus VIGILANTE TYPEWRITER & MINE ALL MINE 
THURSDAY | oom 
JAN 18 | 


WIth ONE BAD SON iti wisn 


FR SAT 
2! RATT POISON 
UPCOMING SHOWS: JAAN: 24 WHEATMONKEYS 


JAN 25 BOTM: RAKE JAN 26-27 
OZZY OZMUNDS > JAN 31 THE NEW VAIN 


é; ae 535 prinks until 12 
Absolut Specia 
<< Shooter Specials All Night 


52.75 nhsotut Cocktails 
No Line No Cover 
Until Midnight 


ls 
6 LINE 
erat . 
1 CHORLIT ELVIS ANG Oo SP.'0ER 
THE ONE ON WHYTES 


saTuRDAYS 
‘F TF as gy midnight 


‘5- 22 ser a Sourz specials 


an Fegeing Might 
aes Night 


jails AN FEZ 
wristhand Specials A wight too! 


a 
shooter Spee ials AN FEES 


Jagerimeift 


10544-82 AVE. 
PH:437-7699 


.is turning 10 years old on May Sth!!! 
We are currently renovating and pimping out — 
our soundsytems! Live music will return in — 
February with a bang!!! In the meantime, ~ 
Come check out our amazing new club nights! 


The first show 


Tuesdaysat NewCity | 
THE 2N KRAUT 


okt Dr. ‘7 and a | 
aVeS o sou B I March 23 


|AS 


ee | igensusam bm, cal | th 


\0081 Jasper Ave. Palodium Build 
Pera eawelwcorn DOUNG.COM | call ¥25-2U0B for nore nto 
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PREVUE / THU, JAN 11 (7:30 PM) / SLOWBURN / THE ATLANTIC TRAP AND el ! 
FREE CJSR’s Bruce Stovel has called them the busiest and hardest wort 
around Edmonton, and it’s hard to argue with that assessmen 

last year, and they've already got another 24 booked for the 

Two of those gigs took place last week in St Albert, wh 

brand new self-titled EP. On Friday night, the Castle Rock Pub was 

split between those waiting for some loud blues and 

Oilers battling it out with the Canucks. Slowburn wis: 

ming a brief set in between periods, letting the game play out b for 
going. The band should be nice and warmed up now for their CD rel 
Edmonton. —EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweokly.com 


BUY TICKETS AT 2~ 
hob.ca 


a 


+ + + ot 


a 


SSeS TSS SITS ST i 


SSSTESELELILELLLLLLLELe ee: 


Pie pu at KURUPT ) 
ee 
Vand. Belly 


e ALL AGES e : sun 2 : 
FEBRUARY 9 


“When Serena Ryder sings about love, 

the most jaded! world-weariness dissolves." 

- ELLE 

“Ryder is one of Canada's brightest new talents, 

a gifted songwriter and a powerhouse vocalist.” 

- Inside Entertainment 


—E—— ne 


PURCHASE TICKETS anetnd AT heb. ca “OR ticketmastefica 451-8000 
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SIDETRACK CAFE Tig 


. JANAURY 11 - JANUARY 17, 2007 


KNIVES DON’T 
HAVE YOUR BACK 


“Simply heartbreaking” ~ The New York Times Wit: SPECIAL GUESTS 


race RS FA De 
17, 2007 
Maclab Theatre STARLITE Room 


The Citadel - Edmonton AB - Doors 7:00 PM - All Ages 
Tickets: The Citadel Box Office (425-1820), online at citadeltheatre.com, 
Megatunes, Biackbyrd & Listen 


books tem - 48- No MINORS 
Gen TICHETS Also AT MEGATUNES 2 BLACHBYRD 


102.9) 


q 


. af e 
A/a WITH SPECIAL QUEST = | 
| 


AND 
3 INCHES OF BLOOD 


EDMONTON EVENT CEN | RE EDMONTON AB - DOORS 7 PM - GENERAL ADMISSION - ALL AGES 
VENUE FORMERLY KNOWN AS RED'S - DOORS 7 PM TICKETS ALSO AT MEGATUNES, BLACKBYRD, FS (WEM) AND FREECLOUD 
GENERAL ADMISSION - ALL AGES WITH LICENSED AREA (18+ iD REO.) = 


RVUE 


ticketmaster.ca 451-8000 
ALSO JOIN US AT MYSPACE.COM/UNIONEVENTS 


JANUARY 11 - JANUARY 17, 2007 


WOLFAGTHER | 


LIVE IN CONCERT 


al 
WITH SPECIAL GUESTS ANG = a) 
FEBRUARY TWENTY-FIFIMs 
EDAONTON EVENTS CENTEE ry . 
@N SALEFRIDAYATI@:‘@@ AA = * 


ticketmaste@f.ca (780) 451-8000 


13+ LICENSED 
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POWERPLANT 


yecOMING SHOW. 


CHECK OUT OUR MYSPACE! 
www. myspace.com/powerplantbar 


ILLFIT OUTFIT 


with END CREDITS, and TIM GILBERTSON 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 3rd 352355. 
GEOFF BERNER 


WITH AA SOUND SYSTEM, AND GUESTS 
SAT, FEBRUARY 107 


SPILL CANVAS 


TEN SECOND EPIC, THE REASON 
MACHETE AVENUE 


FEBRUARY. 16TH 


JOSH 
RITTER 
WITH COLIN 
PRIESTNER 


FEBRUARY 19TH 
SFOIN ADVANCE 


Che Lm Atlantic 


SATURDAY, MARCH 3rd 


with The Johnsons | all ages, licensed 
= 


% 


| 


hy a 


Www.su-venues.Ca 


he 
SOUNDS 


THE BLOODLINES 
THE BLOODLINES 
INDEPENDENT 


BRYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 
If you talk a lot with musi- 
cians and stumble upon the 
topic of the best cities in 
TMS ROS Canada, Saskatoon will 
often come up and with good reason. 
Like Edmonton, Saskatoon has a tight 
knit and incestuous music scene. 
Take S) Kardash of the Bloodlines for 
example; the only reason this band 
exists, apparently, is because he ran 
out of usual suspects to jam with. 

So you can rest assured this guy 
knows how to put a song together. 
And he’s enlisted some talented par- 
ticipants to boot. Forgetting the com- 
ment I made about incest, this band 
features the Ross brothers Paul and 
Barrett, as well as SJ’s sister Maygen. I 
feel a little gross having said what I 
did, but listening to this album made 
me feel better. This is music you can 
dance to or, if you prefer, bob your 
head at the back of a club like some 
hipster jerk (myself included). Songs 
like “Modern Science,” with the Kar- 
dash siblings trading barely decipher- 
able phrases back and forth—not to 
mention the cool organs and unison 
singing which finish the track—are 
awesome. 

Other standout tracks such as “Stay 
Home” (describing the desire to just 
stay home on a weekend, but having 
your friends drag you out) or “Orcana” 
(which channels the spirit of Marc 
Bolan and T Rex) make this a totally 
complete album. I don’t have enough 
space to fully explain the awesome- 
ness, so just pick it up. 


ist= 


recordsacds 


disco romance 
nfo 


endless summer (reissue) 
oe 


top 10 sellers of 2006 


JOHNNY CASH 


DANIEL BOULIANE . 
TAGAYET 
ONDE-SPIRALE 


MIKE GARTH / michael@vueweekly.com 

Voice and percussion are 
the dominant sounds on 
this album, complementing 
THS ROCKS each other beautifully 
amidst a world-beat sound. The first 
two tracks are mellow and soothing, 
followed by a similar intro to the 
third, making for a pleasant surprise 
when the beats kick up a notch. The 
album then takes on an engaging, 
driving feel; you can’t help but feel 
compelled to keep listening. 

This is the first solo effort by Quebec 
composer Daniel Bouliane, after hav- 
ing written soundtracks for the Nation- 
al Film Board, as well as playing with 
the similar-sounding group DAK. He 
found inspiration through both the 
death of a close friend and a travel 
adventure to Niger to help build a well 
that saved a village from famine. 

Meddie-era Pink Floyd-like guitars 
can be heard at times, as well as 
other progressive and ambient 
sounds, adding to the hypnotic mix. 
The production is crisp, letting the lis- 
tener hear every breath and drum 
beat with crystal clarity. Tagayet is a 
unique, touching world music album 
that’s well worth losing yourself in on 
a (cold) lazy day off. 


JOHNNY CASH 
LIVE FROM AUSTIN TX 
NEW WEST 
EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 
In the 1960s and the early 
¢y 1970s, Johnny Cash was a 


country rebel—an outlaw 


THSISOK before outlaw country—and 


10649.124 street 
780.732.1132 
www.listenrecords.net 


wWw.myspace.com/suvenues 
www.myspace.com/powerplantbar 


06. 30 this is goodbye junior boy 

07. not saying/ust saying shout out out.out out 
08. life pursuit belle & sebastian 

09. the greatest cat power 

10. everything all the time band of horses 


01. axis of avol pink mountaintops 
02. skelliconnection chad van gaalen 
03. fox confessor... neko case 

04. mr. beast mogwal 

05. rubies destroyer 


he played the game his way, singing 
the songs he wanted to sing and 
recording albums live in front of 
prison audiences. Later, the 1990s 
brought a creative rebirth, with pro- 
ducer Rick Rubin giving Cash the 
opportunity to once again do things 
his way. There was a time in the 
1980s, though, when Cash fell victim 
to the fickle nature of the musi: 
industry. For the first time, the indus- 
try pushed back, and the result was a 
lot of music that could have been 
great had it not been buried in off-ba| 
ance production. 

This live album shows that Cash 
was still a powerful performe; 
though. There are skilled versions oj 
several well-worn hits. “Long Blac} 
Veil” appears in a version that is musi 
cally smooth—a little too smooth, pe; 
haps—heightening the power o; 
Cash's vocal. It’s pleasant, but unspe: 
tacular, material from a man fighting 
to keep playing. The album's tru 
weaknesses appear around the tim 
that Cash delivers an overly dramati 
reading of Guy Clark’s “Let Him Roll 
and an easy listening take of Joh; 
Prine’s “Sam Stone.” At this point th 
guitars become washed out in elec 
tronic processing, delivering a wave o! 
discomfort as the clumsy sound dis 
tracts from the songs. Anyone who 
has ever seen Cash acting can attesi 
that the man was a musician, not a 
thespian, and he was at his best when 
he was being himself. 


BRAND NEW 

THE DEVIL AND GOD ARE 
RAGING INSIDE ME 
INTERSCOPE 


MIKE GARTH / michael @vueweekly.com 
The powerful guitars ar 
¢y drums immediately immers« 
the listener in the dar| 
THSISOK themes of Brand New’s le! 
est.CD. A departure from their pre 
ous two efforts, there are elements ©! 
grunge and references to god to % 
heard this time around from the New 
York quartet. The lyrics are oft-! 
painful: “Drop me a line with a hoo} 
and some raw bleeding bait / | an 
uncaught and still swimming alone 1" 
the lake.” Lyricist Jesse Lacey avoids 
dwelling on relationship issues, thank 
fully, for the most part—‘I will float on 
and on / I have burned the bush tha! 
covered my light,” being an exception 
The instrumental tracks slow th 
album down considerably, leaving the 
listener to wonder if it will ever pick 
up. The heavy, layered guitar work 's 
the best part of the album, and it’s 4 
far more polished affair than the typ! 
cal whine/scream-fest put on by thei! 
brethren. After repeated listens, |! 
becomes apparent just how refined 
the songwriting actually is, but in the 
end it just leaves you feeling drained 
and sad every time. If that’s your 
thing, add this one to your collection 
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SWIFT BAND 
OF THE WORLD 
MUSIC 


JOEL KELLY / joel@vueweeky.com 
The Halifax lads behind the 
¢y Jimmy Swift Band (sadly, 
there’s no real Jimmy Swift 
THSISOK in this outfit) would have 
you believe that Weight Of The World 
is their version of a Daft Punk mashup 
of Pink Floyd after a few shots of 
screech. Being without any hooch, or 
a dead cod to Kiss, it’s hard to say 
whether their ambitious rhetoric is 
completely fulfilled. When they are at 
their best—a frenetic, pounding, gritty, 
infectious best—the JSB is a fantastic 
jam band, and it’s safe to say that this 
record is going to help the band sell a 
lot of tickets for its live show (coinci- 
dentally, the JSB is coming to town at 
the beginning of February). 

What ultimately slows them down 
are decidedly middling lyrics and 
vocals that seem stuck on emulating 
commercial rock radio, circa 1999. 
Distracting at best, Nickelback-ian at 
worst, it's disappointing to see what 
could have been an absolutely stun- 
ning album get bogged down into 
mediocrity. I gotta go find me some 
screech. 


ANDREW PAHL 
DREAMS DEFERRED 
AED KNOT 


BRYAN BIATLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 
Andrew Pahl used to be the 
€y bass player with the short- 
lived and sadly defunct 
THSIS OK Plainsay, and now he has 
released his solo debut of folkish 
Duncan Sheik-inspired songs on new 
local label Red Knot Records. 
Although in the past I've waxed 
eloquently about local music and 
local labels, this one could have done 
with a little more work. The music is 
all very good; tightly constructed 
melodies and superb recording by 
Pahl himself make this a great album 
fo listen to—until the words come in. 
For a guy who took his album title 
from a Langston Hughes poem, you'd 
hope Pahl would be something of a 
wordsmith, but most of his lyrics read 
like notebooks I kept in the eighth 
grade “Now everything is changing, 
and I've been left behind / My heart 
Was yours for taking, took nothing but 
your time,” and the like are a little 
Saccharine for my tastes. A bit more 
complicated or original representation 
of his ideas and feelings would have 
gone a long way. ; 
But it’s not all bad, of course. I’m 
interested in seeing what Pahl comes 
up with next. A little work on those 
words would put Pahl near the top of 
the myriad of bedroom pop singer 
songwriters in Edmonton. 


What's in a name? Plenty 


em ENTER SANDOR 


= | STEVEN SANDOR 
= steven @yueweekly.com 


You've been jamming together for 
Months. You've even managed to 
write a few songs, and they're not half 
bad. Your band is ready to take on the 
world—all you need is a name. 

Finding just the right band name 
‘can be a frustrating experience. And, 
when you finally come up with one, 
what can be all the more deflating is 
getting a call from another band (or its 
lawyer) asking you to stop using the 
name, because it's already taken. 

| have no clue why bands don’t 
Google, check MySpace or simply go to 
a few record stores to see if the names 
they want to use are already taken. 

Last week, | was searching the 
Toronto listings for New Year's Eve 
shows and found that a band called 
the Johnsons were scheduled to play 
some old-school rock. Of course, 
Edmonton music fans know that one 
of the city's most-loved punk acts is 
known as the Johnsons. | did a search 
and found that there's a third band— 
from Wisconsin this time—that goes 
by the Johnsons name. 

A few years ago, at the old Fox and 
Hounds pub on 109 Street—back 
when it was a haven for local metal 
acts—some friends and | caught a set 
by Skin Machine; sometime during the 
set, the singer abrupily announced the 
band was changing its name to Gate- 
keeper. At the time, there was another 
industrial-music act from the US 
already using the name. 

Oops. 

It happens more times than it should. 


= QUICK SPINS 


WHITEY awn TB PLAYER 
=X | auickspins@vueweekly.com 


DAVID VANDERVELDE 

THE MOONSTATION HOUSE STATION 
SECRETLY CANADIAN 

Bowie and T Rex 

With a pinch of ... Geddy Lee? 

My boner riseth! 


FAST FOOD NATION 
OST 
PARK THEVAN 


Extra large soundtrack, 
Hold the cheese! It’s so well done 
It will soon be burnt! 


100 $HORT 
THE MACK OF THE CENTURY ... 
GREATEST HITS 


Old hip hop is bad! 
Sorry! It's true ... More whack than 
A baby seal hunt 


ONCE JUST 
DESTINATIO! 

ASK MEDIA 

| think ska and funk 


Go together sort of like 
Peanuts go with corn! 


ee 


A lot of hipsters still like Manchester 
scenesters the Charlatans UK. The band 
was forced to tack “UK” onto the end of 
its name after a ‘60s band called the 
Charlatans let the members know that 
the name had been taken long ago. 

You might remember Canadian 
rockers the Killjoys and that hit single 
from the ‘90s, “Soaked.” They had 
come to an amicable agreement with 
an Australian band called the Killjoys, 
where they both decided to keep their 
names. Canadian rockers Pilate had to 
change their name to Pilot Speed. 

Sometimes, it's a race. Legendary 
punk Kramer was part of an outfit that 
recorded as the Ladytron, releasing an 
album on ShimmyDisc in 2000. But, 
just as the album came out, the elec- 
tro act known as Ladytron hit it big 
internationally. The Ladytron, the rock 
band, finally relented and changed its 
name to Leopulde. 

"The Ladytron is released ... to 
some initial critical acclaim but, unfor- 
tunately, things quickly go downhill,” 
says the band on the Leopulde 
MySpace page. “The band goes 
through five drummers in one year, a 
band with the same name comes out 
and gets really big and famous, 
depression, that familiar ol’ tale.” 

The lesson here? Once a band is up 
and running, a name change is embar- 
rassing, so ... check! Even if your band 
fame is as weird as Three Inches of 
Blood or ... And You Will Know Us By 
the Trail of Dead, you have to make 
sure its really your name and your 
name alone. w 


Steven Sandor is a former editor-in- 
chief of Vue Weekly, now an editor 
and author living in Toronto. 


CADILLAC SKY 

BLIND MAN WALKING 
IRIC STREET 

Bluegrass-y champs can 
Shred like a tiger ina 
Roomful of puppies 


CIARA 

THE EVOLUTION 

LAFACE 

Current-star guest spots 


Only things to distinguish 
This from ‘90s pap 


BD GOTTFRIED 

THE THIRD DISTURBANCE 
INDEPENDENT 

Someone needs a hug, 

As well as a tuner and 

A psychiatrist 

LONEY, DEAR 

LONEY, NOIR 

SUB POP 

One-man orchestra 

Plays brilliant folk-pop ditties; 
Reviewer jealous 


ORIGINAL RECIPE 
NOIS 
VINYL REPUBLIK 


Samples, bleeps and bloops 
Arranged in such a fashion 
As to please the ear 


Che 


MORY SF CLUB, 


& ©BONY LOUNGE | 
EDMONTON'S ONLY LIVE 
DUELING PIANO 


1 Shows start Thursday 8pm, 
BAR! Friday and Saturday 9pm. 
WEDNESDAY NIGHT - STEAK & LOBSTER S15 
DRESS REHERSAL EVERY THURSDAY NIGHT - NO COVER 


2940 Calgary TrailSouth 465-6800 theivorycluh.com 
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i @ARIES (MAR 21 - APA 19) 

Let's get a few things straight, Aries. 
Imagination is more important than 
knowledge. Facts are in the eye of the 
beholder. Logic is the opiate of those who 
are afraid of their feelings. Sorry if that 
sounds anti-intellectual—l'm exaggerat- 
ing slightly in hopes of encouraging the 
free flow of your naked intuition in 2007. | 
want to prod you into cultivating so much 
emotional intelligence that you'll be able 
to out-argue your cynically reasonable 
friends. | want to help you rip off the 
locks on your doors of perception so you 
can see the magic that’s just below the 
surface everywhere you look. 


“TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20) 

“The creative person is both more primi- 
tive and more cultivated, more destruc- 
tive and more constructive, a lot madder 
and a lot saner, than the average person.” 
So said Dr Frank Barron, a pioneer in the 
psychology of creativity. | believe that 
ibes you pretty well right now, Tau- 
rus en if you don’t usually think of 
yourself as creative or artistic. The astro- 
ogical omens suggest that you've got 
more lust for life than any other sign of 
the zodiac; you're in an intimate align- 
vith the throbbing hum of the 
Vow. Please remember how 
ant it is to be discerning about 
e you direct that much energy! Don't 
waste it on trivial pleasures or goals that 
are unworthy of you. You now have the 


ev 


SARAH CHAN / sarah@vueweekly.com 
s humble as we Canadians 
Ac to be, we still feel a 
strong sense of pride when 
one of our own makes it big on the 
international stage. 

And Jéréme Ducharme, a classi- 
cal guitarist based out of Montréal, is 
someone Canadians can definitely be 
proud of. He was the first Canadian to 
ever win the Guitar Foundation of 
America’s International Competition, 
and he'll be making a stop in Edmon- 
ton this Friday as a part of his win- 
ning tour. 

Having studied all over the world 
with prestigious instructors, as well as 
winning many other competitions 
both abroad and at home, Ducharme 
is no stranger to the rigours of work- 
ing in the classical music world. This 
current tour, however, has reached 
monumental proportions that he was 
unprepared for. 

“| don’t think it’s possible to have a 
tour like this in any other circum- 
stance,” he explains. “This competi- 
tion provides an unbelievable tour. 
Even if you are a professional you 
only get to tour for a few weeks.” 

In contrast, Ducharme’s current 
tour schedule has him playing in 
around 50 cities in the US, Canada 
and Mexico. 


DUCHARME THOROUGHLY ENJOYS piay- 


ing his program and learning new 
pieces on the side for future sym- 


power to change things you thought you 
could never change in a thousand years. 


GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 20) 

Of your many selves, the one I’m most 
entertained by right now is the experimen- 
talist who wants to mix ingredients that 
have never before been together. Another 
self | really like is the frontier-dweller 
who's conspiring to fast-forward you into 
a rowdy rebirth. There's a third self—the 
cagey mediator—who !'m hoping will get 
those other two to work together inti- 
mately. If that happy collaboration occurs, 
the whole motley crew will live stickily 
ever after, or at least until May, when a 
mid-course correction might be necessary. 


CANCER (JUN 21 - JUL 22) 

If you're not rejected or refused at least 
once in early 2007, you're probably not 
trying hard enough. Life is dying to teach 
you a thing or two about not giving up no 
matter what. The gods of success won't 
hand you your purple heart, let alone your 
intelligence upgrade, until you prove that 
you can fight ferociously for your dreams 
even when you're a bit puzzled. Here’s a 
formula that will serve you well during 
your heroic (but amusing!) ordeal: find a 
way to coordinate your spiritual longing 
with your creative rage. Here’s another 
tip: Learn to identify and capitalize on the 
fertile chaos that’s all mixed up with the 
plain old ordinary chaos 


LEO (JUL 23- AUG 22) 

One of the regulations listed in the book 
Rules of Golf states that if a player's ball 
comes to rest near a live rattlesnake, the 
player may move the ball without penalty. 
This is a good metaphor for you to keep in 


mind as you play the game of life this 
week. According to my interpretation of 
the omens, your progress toward your 
next goal may bring a close brush with 
the equivalent of a noxious serpent. My 
advice is to not summon any false brava- 
do, and not to go into denial about the 
risk involved. Before continuing play, 
move your ball well away from the haz- 
ard—preferably with the help of a 10- 
foot pole or your best spiritual ally. 


VIRGO (AUG 23- SEP 22) 

Normally there are about 9 300 people on 
the planet who could be your very best 
friend, even your soul mate. But in 2007, | 
believe that figure will rise dramatical- 
ly—possibly as high as 16 000. This hot 
tip from me to you should clue you in to 
the fact that the universe will be excep- 
tionally sympathetic to your interests in 
the coming months; it should motivate 
you to ask aggressively for what you real- 
ly want, as opposed to whining and pin- 
ing for what you sort of want. 


LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22) 

Is there anything fake going on in your 
home? Have any delusions been allowed 
to thrive? Is anyone pretending to feel or 
be something they're not, even if it's ina 
seemingly good cause? If so, Libra, head in 
the direction of radical authenticity. Gam- 
ble on the hypothesis that uncovering the 
naked truth will ultimately promote 
domestic bliss. Scared to try that? Remem- 
ber this: love trumps fear every time. 


SCORPIO (0fT 23 - NOV 21) 

In the past, love has on occasion had cer- 
tain resemblances to a wounded three- 
legged wild boar from a swampy junkyard 
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phonic engagements, but the relent- 
less travel schedule that leaves him 
playing three concerts in three differ- 
ent cities on three consecutive nights 
was something he has had to learn to 
cope with. Touring—even for a classi- 
cal guitarist—is not always as glam- 
ourous as one might assume. 

“I was living in Texas with a host, 
but I was sleeping in his daughter's 


in hell. But if I'm interpreting the coming 
attractions correctly, love in 2007.could be 
more like a white dove balancing on the 
head of a black horse as it gallops along a 
beach under a full moon in summer. Does 
the phrase “higher love” mean anything to 
you, Scorpio? It's there for the plucking, if 
you've got the right attitude. And what's 
the right attitude? For starters, it means 
that you vow to cultivate a fierce determi- 
nation to see—and keep seeing—the 
best in people. Secondly, it means that you 
deepen your understanding of the fact that 
you can’t prosper at the expense of others. 
Thirdly, it means you become intensely 
aware that one of the best ways to nurture 
your mental hygiene is to enhance the well 
being of the people you care about. 


SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21) 

Cosmic forces, being primarily spiritual in 
nature, rarely coalesce in such a way as 
to actually encourage you to shop ‘til you 
drop. However, this is one of those inside- 
out moments in eternity when tapping in 
to your buyological urges can become an 
acute meditation on the meaning of your 
life. Here are a few questions to guide 
your quest. How do your possessions con- 
trol you? How do they inspire you? How 
does the way you spend money reflect 
your ideas about what life owes you and 
what you owe life? 


CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19) 

A Capricorn reader recently accused me 
of being too upbeat and utopian. He said 
that your tribe needs “more gristle and 
bone and sinew.” He suggested that | 
travel to the Sudan or Iraq, and expose 
my tender perspective to scenes of blood 
and fire. In lieu of carrying out that pro- 


room,” Ducharme recalls. “She was 
quite young—like 10. My feet were 
going off the bed and it was pint 
everywhere!” 

Despite the unpredictable nature o 
the road, however, Ducharme has 
been enjoying the opportunity to mee 
people and make contacts all ove; 
North America. 

“I'm a musician because | love 
music and I could not imagine mysel/ 
doing something else,” he confides. “ 
don’t do it because | like to eat in 
restaurants and travelling all the time 
I like to spend my days playing 
music!” w 


posal, | instead watched three war 
movies before composing your horoscope 
Here it-is: | dare you to give your highest 
hopes and most idealistic dreams a tria 
by fire that raises those hopes and 
dreams to a higher octave. 


AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18) 

No other place in America has a worse 
reputation than the state of New Jersey 
It's called “the armpit of the nation” by 
some people, and is said to lead the 
world in strip malls per capita and terrible 
pollution smells. But my experience of the 
place has been different. | once lived in 
New Jersey for six years. It was a happy 
time. There were mountains in the north 
beaches in the east, the mysterious Pine 
Barrens in the middle and people ! loved 
and enjoyed everywhere. Your challenge 
in the coming week is similar to mine 
Aquarius: find beauty and meaning while 
dwelling amidst circumstances that cor 

ventional wisdom and peer pressure 
might brand as boring or repellent. 


PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20) 

Your world is teeming with talented peo 

ple who are seething with frustrated 
intelligence. Everyone's antsy for a rescut 

they can’t even imagine, let alone articu 

late. All of the half-baked solutions tha! 
are being proposed would lead only to 
more frustrated intelligence. That's where 
you come in, Pisces. You have the poten 

tial, though you may not have been fully 
aware of it until now, to be an understat 

ed leader who leads your tribe out of the 
foggy morass. Especially if you increase 
your self-discipline, you can conjure up 
the magic that will catalyze an upgrade 
for everyone involved. w 


JANUARY 11 - JANUARY 17, 2007 


MUSIC 


n Co-op Building 
}) * Edmonton 


‘Second Cup, beside MEC, 124 St. 
236 (945-5220) * Informal conversation 
| speakers welcome * Tue, Jan 16 {7-9pm) 


BE CLUB Aloyal Alberts Museum * Monthly 
‘Dr. Grant Gilchrest speaking on the topic, In 
Gull: Canada's Newest Endangered Species 


Dpm) 


arg TT Arts Borns, Westbucy 
‘Ave (424-2787) * Di, Jeffrey Anderson, 
"of the Alberta Foundation for the Arts, speaks to 
‘community on the futore of the arts in Alberta « 
Free, pre-register 424-2787 


‘Stanley A. Milner Library (downtown) Main 
Racor, Gente Core. 7 Sir Winston Churchill Sq * Lunch by the 
Seats: The North American Mustard Gas Experiments of World War 
© Jan. 18112:05-12'50pm) * Free noon-hour 


Sco Soa oF LSE Coan Alexandra School 
oy, (($39-2797) * Presentation by author Mary 
Dakwell * Tue. Jan. 23 (7:30pm) 


INFORMED IGNORANCE: THE EFECTS OF TOOAI’S GLOBAL 
MEDIA Power Flam. U of A Campus * Journalists for Human Rights, 
Rosse <9 eee ey lal 
youcan, to . 
(Conadiaa Media Panel): Informed Ignorance: the Elects of 

‘1 Canadian Mod's bind spors and fi 


‘Centre, Ut A (492-5681) © 
© Thu, dan. 11(12-2pm) 


= cs Kr Wert 
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Contre, 10711-107 Ave, 2nd 


Jocture series: 


Sanitization of Discoursas of Cevolonment with Ot Uma Kothari + 
Thu, Jan. 251330pm) * Fine 


‘TOASTMASTERS CLUBS » City Lights Toastmasters (owntown 
(426-5882 Set your ownr pace to become a comfortable and contidant 
public speaker, meetings every Tue (noon) * Chamber 
‘Tomstmastors Chats; (750) 459-5206; Visit us and learn how to deliv: 


2 saiecie Presentations, conduct business mestings, and develop 


‘388 cBanmunicator and a lender: every Thu (6pm) # "Wermtore: 
Beverly United Church meeting room, 11919-40 St (476-6983) Improve 
speaking stills, leadership skills, time management, erganizational, 
listening and social skills: every Wed (7-Spm) © Parewers: Best 
‘Western Cedar Park Inn, 5116 Gateway Boulevard (457.0808) 

Www pursuers. org; weekly meetings to improve your communication 
and leadership skills in pattie ereronmant every Wed (7-9pm) 


VEGETARIANS OF ALBERTA Rivéciale Ha), 9731-100 Ave * New 
‘Year potluck * Sun, Jan. 14 15:30-7.30pm # $2 (member/$3 (non: 
member) 


VOCAL IMPROVISATION GROUP 432 2226 or email’ 

estheranna st@gmxch * Group using voice as an instrument in 
Impro-excercises and in free vocal improvisation just Starting * The 
first Sat each month (1-4pm) 


WOMEN IM BLACK {n front of the Old Strathcona Farmers’ Market 
* Silent vigil every 1st and 3rd Sat ea month, stand in silence for a 
‘world without violence (10-11am) 


QUEER LISTINGS 


——— 
AAGAPE Faculty of Education, U of A Campus * Sex. sexual, gender 
differences in edocation and culture focus group * Contact Or. 
Andre Grace (andre gracetbualberta ca) for info 


BISEXUAL WOMEN'S COFFEE GROUP 
http//aroups.yahoo.com/group/bwedmonton * Social group for bi- 
curious and bisexual women * 2nd Thy es month (7:30pm) 


BOOTS AND SADDLES 10742-1065 Si (423-5014) * Large tavern 
With poo! tables, restaurant, shows. Members only 


BUDDYS MITE CLUB 117258 Jasper Ave (488-7735) # Open nightly 
‘Spm-Sam, Fri Bom-3pm * Sun: Rotating drag shows with Mi Bianea and 
Ma Vanity Fait in The Stardust Lounge and GoDiva and Donatella NET in 
The GoDonna Show, DJ WestCoasttabyDaddy © Mon: Amateur strip 
contest with Mia Fellow. midnight, DJ WestCoastBabyDaddy © Tue: 
Free pool and tourney, DJ Arowchaser © Wed: Hump day with DJ 
Sexoy Sean ¢ Thu: Wet underwear contest with Mia Fellow, midnight, 
DJ WestCoastBabyDaddly * Fri: We made 'em famous! DU Eddy 
Toonflash, come early to avoid lineup, no cover before 10pm * Sat 
Undie night for men only, free poo! and tourney, Du Arrowchaser 


DOWN UNDER MENS BATH HOUSE 12224 Jasper Ave (422- 
7960) * Open 24/7 © weww.gayedmonton.com 


EDMONTON RAINBOW BUSINESS ASSOCIATION www edmon- 
tonrbe.org * Monthly after business mixer: Network and share con- 
tacts in the GLET business community * Second Wed ea month 


HIV HETWORK OF EDMONTON SOCIETY 200, 11455 Jasper Ave 
{488-5742} or contact? @hivedmonton.com * Programs and support 
services for people affected and infected by HIV/AIDS and related 
illnesses. Counselling, referrals. support groups. harm reduction, 
‘education, advocacy and public awareness campaigns 


ILLUSIONS SOCIAL CLUB Aoost. 10345-104 St (387-3343) « 
Crossdressers, transsexuals, friends and supporters meet the 2nd 
Thu each month (8pm); 
http//qroups.yahoo.com/group/edmonton_illusions/ 


IMSIDE/OUT U of A Campus * Campus-based organization for fes- 
bian, gay, bisexual, trans-identified and queer (LGBTQ) faculty. grad- 
wate student, academic, straight allies and support staff * 3rd Thu 
ea month (fall/winter terms): Speakers Series. Contact Kris 
(kwells@uatberta ca) 


LIVING POSITIVE 404, 10405-124 St. wwnw.edmiivingpositive.ca 
(1-877-975-9448/488-5768) * Providing confidential peer support to 
people living with HIV © Every Tue (7-9pmb: Support Cate * Daily 
drop-in, peer counselling 


MADELEINE SANAM FOUNDATION Faculté St Jean, 8406 
Maiie-Anne Gaboury {91 St) Rm 3-18 (490-7332) * Program for HIV- 
AIDS prevention, treatment and harm reduction in French, English 
and other African languages © Every 3rd and 4th Sat (Sam-Spm} * 
Free (memberl/$10 (membership) * Pre-register 


MAKING WAVES SWIMMING CLUB www geocities.com/mak- 
ingwaves_edm * Recreational and competitive swimming with 
coaching. beginners encoursged to participate. Socializing after 
Dractices * Every Tue and Thu 


PRIDE CENTRE OF EDMONTON 5540-11) Ave (495-3234) + 
Open: Mon-Thu 1pm-10pm, fri 3-10pm * Bears Movie Night: Bears 
Club: last Sun ea month {1-Spm. T¥ room) * Trans 
Education/Support Group: Support and education for transsexual, 
transgendered, intersexed, two-spirited and questioning individuals; 
Tst. 3rd. last Sun ea month (2-4pm) with Cody * Sunday Night 
Men's Discussion Group: Mens social and discussion group, every 
‘Sun (7pm); Rob Wells at robwells780@hotmail.com * Friends and 
Family Playgroup: 2nd Sun ea month (24pm) with Noelle, friand- 
‘sandfamilyplaygroup-owner@yahoogroups.ca * Monday Movie 
Night Movie nights with themed movies and discussion afterwards, 
every Mon * TTIO Alliance: Support meeting for transgender, trans- 
sexual, intersex and questioning 2nd Tue ea month; 
tiqualliance@shaw.ca, 718-1412 * GLBT Seniors Drop-In. Every 
Thu (2-4pm) with Jeff Bovee, 488-3234 © Sick and tired of being 
sick and tired? Cocaine Anonymous meeting. Thu 7-8pm; CA Hotline 
425-2715 = HIV Outreach: Drop-in circle every other Thu (7pm} * 
Youth Understanding Youth. Youth support and social group; avery 
Sat {7-Spm), yuy@shaw.ca, www.members shaw.ea/yuy * Suit Up 
‘and Show Up-Bip Book Study; Sat (12-2 
suitupshowup@hotmail.com* NOP LGBT Caucus: fast Sun ea 
month with Jay, 488-3234 


PRISM BAR AND GRILL 10524-10) St. back entrance (990-0038) 
© Lesbian and gay bar/restaurant 


‘THE ROOST 10345-104 St (426-3150) * Open Thu-Sun 8pm-3am. 
Fri Sat 8pm-4am * Thu; Gorgeous featuring hostess Or, Lexxxt 
Tronic. Featuring Drag Kings and Queens, burlesque and rotating 
pame shows. Bands upstairs monthly * Fri All Requast Dance 
Party every Friday with OJ Jazzy * Sat Always like New Years Eve: 
with DJ Dan (retro) downstairs and DJ Jazzy (new music) upstairs © 
‘Sur A fabulous Orag show every Sunday featuring hostess Connie 
Lingua. Rotating guests, live singers and Drag Queens, with con- 
tests. $2 caver, free pool all right long * Weekends: $4 (mem- 
bers}/$6 {non-mamber|/Sun $2 cover 


STEAMWORKS 11745 Jasper Ave (451-5554) * Steam baths open 
daily (24hrs) 


WOODYS 11723 Jaspor Ave (488-8557) * Opan Daily (noon) * Sat- 
Tue Kereoke with Tizry and Patrick * Sat-Sun Pool Tournaments 


SPECIAL EVENTS 


eee 
‘THE BEST OF THE BANFF MOUNTAIN FILM FESTIVAL WORLD 


TOUR Aoyal Alberta Museum, 1245-102 Ave (432-1707) * 


Featuring a calleetion of inspiring and thought-provoking action, 
e2emronmental. and adventure mountain films * Sat. Jan. 13 (7pm, 
Sun, Jan. 14 {2pm and 7pm}, Saturdays shows is sold out. « $15 
(advi/$18 (door); advance tickets available at Track ‘n’ Trail 

‘THE COST OF WAR Whitemud Library, Whitemud Crossing 
‘Shopping Centre. 4211-106 St (498-8357) * Documentary and die 


cussion evening, first ina series * Tue, Jan. 16 (7pm) © Preceqis 
ter 


EDMONTON INTERMATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL-THE WORLDS 
HOTTEST COMMERCIALS Garneau Theatre. 8712-109 5 
wwwedmontonfilntestcom © Fundraiser, a theatrical sxreening of 
the best TV commercials from around the world * Tickets $10 
(adultl/$7 {yauth/student}/$6 (Monday sereerings and seniors) « 
Jan. 26-Feb 8; 2pm matinees on Sat and Sun 


INFORMED IGNORANCE: THE EFFECTS OF TODAY'S GLOBAL 
MEDIA Sivetrack Café, 10238-104 St * Pre-Party with Grassroot 
Deviation * Fri, Jan. 19 


IRANIAM CULTURAL MIGHT Fringe Theatve, TransAlta Arts Barns 
WestBury Hall, 10320-84 Ave(448.9000) © Lecture about Iranian 
history/culture. slide shows and film; live Persian music (including 
guitar performance by Sia Samim), dance performance: persian din- 
fer {all presentations are in English) * Sat. Jan. 13 (6pm-12am) « 
$20 (member/$25 (general) adv, Sickets only, available at Bijan 
Optical (HUB mail) 


ANIGHT OF MUSIC AND THEATRE Catalyst Theatre. 9529 
Gateway Blvd * Featuring performances by Andrea House, Terry 
Morrison and John Gorham, the Aeriobatics of Danny Gorham and 
friends, Paul Bellows. Laura Crawford, and a short play by Stewart 
Lemoine, and more * Sat, Jan 13 (7.20pm) « $20 at TX on the 
Square. Blacktyrd, Alfie Myhve’s Music. Acoustic Music Shop 
Avenue Guitars, in support of Change for Children’s Acupuncture 
Works! 


THE SHANGHAI CIRCUS: INCREDIBLE ACROBATS OF CHINA 
Arden Theatre, St, Albert (481.8000) © Arotats, contortionists, jug: 
olers and comedians from China * Jan. 20 {2pm and 7pm) * $30 
{adult}/$25 lyouthi/senior) at TicketMaster 

‘THEIR BROTHERS KEEPERS: ORPHANED BY AIDS U o! 
Campus, CEB 325 (Behind CAB), 

verow intermational alberta ca/globaled_events * Part of the 
Welcome to the Reel World series. Documentary followed by a Q 
and A period with Dr Stan Houston * Jan. 23 © Free 
WETASKIWIN SHOW DRAGS Reynolds. Alberta Museum, 
Highway 13, Wetaskiwin (780-361:8577) ¢ Racers from across 
‘western Canada * Jan’ 20-21 (1pm) 


WHY WE FIGHT U of A Campus, CEB 225 (Behind CAB) * Part of 
the Welcome to the Reel World series. A documentary followed by 
2 Qand A period with Julian Castros-Reia * Free * Tue, Jan 16 


{Spm} 
KARAOKE 


BAR-B-BAR 4249-23 Ave (461-2244) * Every Thu and Sat (pm) 
James, Mc Entertainment © Every Sun (7pm). James, Mc 
Entertainment 


CAMELOT SPORTS BAR 1(1231.95 St (425-4298) * Every Sun 
{8pm-12): with Jeannie and Bruce 


CASTLEDOWM'S P UB 16753-100 St Every Tue [pm-lam}: with 
Off-Key Entertainment 


CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 37 Millboume Ad (482-6585) « 
Every Tue (Spm): with Sonia, Prosound Productions 


CROWN AND ANCHOR 15277 Castledowns Ad (472-7696) + 
Every Thu 


ECCO PUB 2505-86 Ave (435-5050) * Every Mon (Spm): with 
Sonia, Prosound Productions 


FRANCO'S PUB 14059 Victoria Trail (478-4536) * Every Thu-Sat 
{Spm-Zam): with Jeannie and Bruce: 


GAS PUMP 10166-114 St (488-4841) © Every Tue-Wed (2:30pm) 
Gord's Best Live Singing Show 


HAWKEYE'S TOO 10044-102 St (421-9899) * Every Fri (Bpm-mid- 
night); with Deb Thulin, Hot Karaoke Productions 


JQUGHTS PUB SOUTH 19 Ave, 105 St (451-0587) * Every Fri-Sat 
{10pm-Zam} Gord's Best Live Singing Show 


LIONSHEAD PUB Coast Trace Inn. 4440 Gateway Blvd (431- 
5815) ® Every Sun (8pm): With Evolution Entertainment 


MAZADAR 10725-104 Ave (429-4940) » Fridays karaoke (Spm-late) 
with Chis 


MO0J0'S Best Western Hotel, Fort Saskatchewan (998-7885) * 
Every Fr (2:30pm): with Sonia/Prosound Productions 


(NEWCASTLE PUB 6108-90 Ava (490-1999) * Every Thu Karaoke 


O'CONNOR'S IRISH PUB 9013-88 Ave (459-3165) * Every Thu 
(Spm-1am) 

ON THE ROCKS 11740 Jasper Ave (482-4767) * Karaoke Mondays: 
Every Man (Spm): Hosted by Me Entertainment's Scott Parsons * Salsa 
and the City Thursdays: Latin music and Salsa lessons, every Thu (Spm) 


ORLANDO'S 1 15163-121 St (457-1649) * Every Wed/Thu/Sun 
(9:30pm-2am): with TLC Entertainment 


PEPPERS Westmount Mall, 135 St. 113 Ave (451-8022) * Every Thu 
{8:30pm-1:30am): with Gord from Stonerock Productions 


RATT 2.200 Students’ Union Bldg, 8900 114 St U of A($92-2153} * 
Hey, What Ave These Tunes Called?: Name That Tuna every Tue with, 
Colin Krieger * Karaoke, baby: every Wed (9m. with Colin an Davrell 


ROSARIOS 11715-108 Ave (447-4727) © Longest running Karaoke 
bar; 7 days a week 


ROSIE'S BAR AND GRILL + Downtown, 10604-101 St (42-3498) 
every Mon-Sat (Spm); Sun (7omh: with Ruth * Highstreet, 10315- 
124 St ($82-16001: daily (9:30pm) * Old Strathcona, 10475-80 Ave 
(439-7211); every Thu-Sat [9:30pm-1:30am) * 99 St, 63 Ave, every 
Thu-Sat (9pm-Yam}: with Off-Key Entertainme 


‘SANTAHNAS 17920 Stony Plain Rd (481-7625) * Every Wed 
{Bpm-12): with Jeannie and Brune 


‘SILVER MARTINI 10555-155 St * Every Sat (Spm-1am) with 
ProSound 


‘SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND ROLLER SKATING DISCO 13710-104 
S0(472-6335) © Every Tua, Fri-Sat (?pm-midnight), Sat-Sun (}-Spm) 


THORSBY HOTEL © Every Sat (930pm-1 303m) with Prosound 
X-WRECKS LOUNGE 1(1143-50 St * Every Wed (7.30-11 30pm) 
with Sonia, Prosound 

YESTERDAY'S 112-205 Camegie Oy, St Albert (459-0295) * Every 
Thu ($:30pm-Zam) with Of-Key Entertainment 

‘ZAKS ON SYST AVENUE 1052551 Ave (432-S859/435-S047) + 
‘Karmoke Nights: Every Fri (10pm-2am) 


Besides, we're on top 
€ TOTALLY GAY 


LUKE FOSTER 
S| totallygay@vveweekly.com 


Out of Alberta's two major metropolises, 
Calgary has always been considered the 
more attractive, urbane older sibling to 
Edmonton's younger plumber brother. 

Down south, the streets are cleaner, 
the skies are clearer, the nights are dark- 
er and the days are brighter. Everything 
is bigger, prettier and more expensive, 
and is therefore better than anything 
we've got going for us up here in Dead- 
monton. 

My platonic male companion Josh 
and | were in the city for a couple days, 
prepared to reap the fruits that we imag- 
ined Calgary's gay bar scene would offer. 
Well, at least | was planning on some 
reaping. Josh has a boyfriend. 

(Don't worry D; nothing really hap- 
pened.) 

(See Josh? | wrote that in there just 
like you asked.) 

After grabbing some dinner, we made 
our way to our first bar, the Backlot. To 
get into this dive, you have to venture 
down an alleyway, no more than two- 
people wide, and open a door that looks 
like it has never been opened. It felt so 
dangerous! Once inside the small, grey 
establishment, we walked up to the bar 
and got ID'd by the bartender, who was 
older but still kind of cute. | handed him 
my licence and he looked at the card, 
looked at me, looked back at the card, 
and then looked back at me. “Is there 
something wrong?” | asked him, fixing 
my hair. “No,” he responded. “I'm just 
trying to figure out which one’s more 
adorable: you or the picture.” Older and 
totally cute. 

We sat down with a couple of beers 
beside a group of older and not-cute-at- 
all moustached gays and looked up at 
porn slideshow that was playing up on 
the TV. Basically, it was a looped Power- 
point presentation of naked men sport- 
ing erections, doing a variety of things 
and looking quite content while doing 
them, as if they were completely oblivi- 
ous and unconcerned with the large tube 
of man-meat that was sticking out of 
their jock. It was like one of those old 
Tampon commercials: 

On those days you find yourself deal- 
ing with an erection, don’t let that stand 
in the way of you living your normal 
everyday life. You can ride horseback, go 
swimming, play soccer, get a massage, 
even cut down timber, all the while 
being entirely erect. Because for a busy, 
go-to guy like you, sitting-out on the 
sidelines just because of a boner is 
never an option. 


LATER IN THE NIGHT, we found our- 
selves in the lobby of the only gay dance 


bar Josh knew of, a place called Twisted 
Element. It was nice. Filled with young, 
gay guys, there was nary a lesbian, fag- 
hag or creeper in sight. 

It was actually a bit too nice for my 
liking. There was something off about 
this particular gay bar and both Josh 
and | didn’t know quite what that was 
On the dancefloor, right beside a func- 
tioning shower stall that was, well 
fight on the dancefloor, Josh dared me 
to, in his words, “make a move” on 
this guy who looked exactly like Blink- 
182's Tom DeLonge, lip-ring and all 
Josh's reasoning to me was, “You're in 
Calgary. No one knows who you are 
You don’t even have to give him your 
real name. Be Marcel or something®? 
“Tom” was attractive but | passed 
because Marcel is a pussy just like 
Luke. Oh well 

Last Saturday was Josh and my first 
trip to the Roost since our Caigary 
adventure. And who should show up but 
“Tom” from Calgary. He was still attrac- 
tive, from the front at least. The bact 
was another story, because in Edmon- 
ton, “Tom” was wearing a backpurse— 
one of those flat Fendi fanny-packs circa 
Sex and the City strapped across his 
back. Yuck. 

“What is it about Edmonton that 
makes things so much less appealing 
than Calgary?” | asked Josh. 

“| don't know. But | just figured ef 
what was off about that Twisted Ele- 
ment bar we went to,” he interrupted 

“What?” | asked him 

“There were no drag queens. We did- 
n't see one drag queen,” Josh said. 

And he was right. That's what is off 
about Calgary. It might be a prettier 
place, but everything obnoxious is still 
there, just hidden out of sight, down an 
alleyway or obscured by outdoor art 
installations or left at home. The face of 
our city is visible from the surface down 
It's out in the open and it looks like an 
aging drag queen. We may not be pretty 
but, damn it, we've got character. 


=~ 

THE EDMONTON POLICE SERVICE'S 
Hate Crime Unit recently received an 
award in civil rights from the Interna- 
tional Association of Chiefs of Police 
(iacp.org) for their Community Liaison 
Officer Partnership Model, a project that 
the EPS developed to create a frame- 
work for how the EPS deals with all 
aspects of gay/lesbian, Aboriginal and 
religious hate crimes 

Chief of Police Mike Boyd will be 
speaking about the program and the 
award on Mon, Jan 15 at City Hall from 
6 to 8 pm, and Mayor Mandel may alo 
make an appearance. Attend if you're 
interested in learning more about the 
project or even if you're just curious to 
learn more about the EPS's relationship 
with the GLBT community. v 
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TS MOON THE TUESDAY BEFORE PUBLEATON 
AUDITIONS 


The Citadel Theatre's Teens @ The Turn Festival 
(May 2007) seeks actors, directors, stage managers 


and desi . 13-19 years of age. Auditions for 
actors are 
or call 426-4811 for details. 


EDUCATIONAL 


F/T Acting for Film & TV 
Student Loans Available 
www.vadastudios.com 

= 1-856-231-8232 


HELP WANTED 


ry 3 and 4. Visit citadeltheatre.com 


LASSIFIEDS = 


"MUSICAL INSTRUCTION 


Music Instruction for 
Private instruction: focus on individual! Professional, 
Caring instructors with music degrees. Quality music 

instruction since 1981 


PICTURE FRAMES 


MOVIE DOSTER SHOP 
Affordable px set leona ¢ Posters. 


SERVICES 


STUDENTS & 
SENIORS 


4 Hours - AM 
or 
4 Hours - PM 
Mon-Sat 


PHONE 
702-5519 


CHANGE YOUR LIFE! TRAVEL TEACH ENGLISH 
We train you to teach. 1000's of job d the 

world. Next in-class or ONLINE by c 

Jobs eee teed 04 Call for Free info pack 


Wed (night). Thu (day), 
¢ truck. Looking for reli- 
son. Ph 907-0570. 


Had Enough? 
Cocaine Anonymous 425-2715 


Teach English Overseas 
TESOL Certified 5 Days In-Ciass or 
Online/Correspondence 
Job Overseas Guaranteed! 
FREE info Seminar Tuesday @ 7pm 
7712 104 St 
\Caigary Tral Southbound Acuss fom Save-on-Foods) 


1-888-270-2941 & as 
globaltesol.com Eee) 


SACE - Public Education Program: Sexual Assault 

Centre of Edmonton (www.sace.ab.ca) provides crisis 

intervention. information, counseling & public educa- 

tion services. If required we can customize a presen- 

tation to meet your needs. T: (780) 423-4102 / F: 421- 

8734 / E: info@sace.ab.ca; www.sace.ab.ca / 24 Hour 
Crisis Line: 423-4121 


Want to stop smoking? Attend Nicotine Anonymous 
meetings: 7pm, every Wed, at Ebenezer United Church 
Hall, 106 Ave and 163 St. Contact Gwynn 443-3020 


Boys and Girls Clubs of Edmonton offers support groups 
and workshops for parents. Various city locations. Call 
481-1292 for information. 


Smith Grasdal Studios 
Turn Your Windows Into Billboards” 
PH: 780 479 5623 
smithgrasdal@hotmail.com 


ARTIST TO ARTIST 


FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE 
FREEeFREE*FREE*FREE*FREE 
ARTIST/NON PROFIT CLASSIFIEDS 
Need a volunteer? Forming an acting troupe? Want 
someone to jam with? Place’up to 20 words FREE 
Ads more than 20 words are subject to regular price e 

jor cruel editing. Free ads must be submit 
writing, in person, fax or e-mail. Free ad 
for four weeks, if you want to renew or canc 
please phone Glenys at 426-1996/fax 426: 
nys@vueweekly.com or drop it off at 10303- 
eadline is noon the Tuesday before publication. 
Placement will depend upon available space 


Male performers between the age of 18 and 30 who 
9 and dance are required for ELOPE’s production 
lo, Dolly! For more info call ELOPE at 988-0806. 


Actors Models, Singer & Dancer Hopefuls! Holding 
Auditions, First Timers Welcome! Do you have the right 
stuff? Call (780)420-0163. CASH PRIZES! 


Female lead needed for short film. 20-30 yrs old to 
play drug dealer Jesus. Paid gig. Make-up, hair on 
set. e-m: josh@joshloewen.com 


Edmonton Fashion Week seeks aspiring fashion 
designers and stylists for Cheap and Chic Contest for 
Mar. 22-28. Media Exposure and Promotional oppor 
tunities. Please e-mail planetze@shaw.ca or call 428 

3499. Studio located at 10055-80 Ave. Open Wed - 

Sat 12am-5Spm. 


ANIMATED FILM CONTEST FOR YOUNG CANA- 

DIANS- MAKE THE PIXELS DANCE: from now ‘ti! 

Jan. 15, 2007 on the NFB's Focus on Animatian Web 

site. Youth from 9-20 are invited to grab a cell phone 

or digital camera and make a film up to three minutes 

long, with the ordinary—or not so ordinary—matenials 
around them. nfb.ca/animation 


DS" 


- Film and Video Arts F Register for Video 
Kitchen and learn the basics of video prods ty in 
this 3 month class. Info call 429-1671, wwww.fava.ca. 


the_darkness_within_movie@hotmail.com 


3D Character Modele:/Animator. 
Rav ingInternalNeeds.com 


Call for poets to participate in $ Fair 
2007, the Lotos Land spoken word stage. Email Blaine 
or Dee at mostvocal@canada.com, give a sample of 
work (2-3 poems), a bio. 


lengli ll 
en wants youl Shar 


artists with 
and child- 


Planet Ze Design: looking for esq 
models, dancers, in regards to Edmonton 


and actors i 
Fashion eee Call 428-3499 for more info. Drop-ins 
welcome. 10055-80 Ave. 


Photographic entries from the Edmonton community for 


a pe rape fail called: Winter in Edmonton, 
Jan. 18. wwwsilverskatefestival.org; 
ph 454-9203. 
Evaluating the Future, Di. Jeffrey Anderson. 


Executive Director of the Alberta Foundation for the 

Arts, speaking to the Edmonton arts community on 

Jan. 15 (7:30pm); TransAlta Arts Barns (10330-84 
Ave), Westbury Theatre 


WUEWEEKLY 
CONTEST RULES 


Unless otherwise specified, 
the following will apply: 


- the winner must be 18 or older 
- prize must be accepted as awarded 


- no one may enter any contest more 
than once 


- you may win only once every 60 days 


- Vue Weekly reserves the right to 
exclude anyone from our contests 

- no staff, sponsors or members of their 
immediate family may enter 


- the personal information of those who 
enter will not be sold but may be pro- 
vided to contest sponsors 


~ the chances of winning depend on the 


number of entries received 


- by entering, entrants consent to the 
use of their names by Yue Weekly for 
publicity 

~ Vue Weekly is not responsible for prizes 
unclaimed after 15 days 


REE LINES FOR $15 


paw OR eee INCLUDED 


Call to Enter: AstsHab Studio 
artists. Incl: Proposal; 10 sli 
ment. For info Ph Ti 


features guest 
eet Artist state- 
im) 423-2966. 


Open Auditions: every Thursday evening, 8pm-12am 
at THE IVORY CLUB 2840 Calgary Trail, Edmonton's 
only Dueling Piano Bar. For info P Tim @ 904-7455. 


Film and Video Arts Society: Register now for 
Video Kitchen and learn the basics of video production 
in this 3 month class. For info visit www.fava.ca or 
call 429-1671. 


MUSICIANS 


Semi-pressional male Ho THAT mid 50s 
sake single female musician to build an act 
together. Ross 707-3979. 


Boomor-age guitarist or keyboardist and singer in 
‘BOs rock band for fun ud oy performance: call Ken 


Solid metal act ‘exp. bass player with 
pipes for serious project. Must be willing to experiment 
sonically. Pro gear/attitude. Casey@221-0419. 


Opportunities for flute players to Late ee in 
ensembles beginning Jan. at Macewan’s Alberta 
College. For info call Liane Gayler at 633-3805. 


Bassist, Leduc area, seeks other musicians. 


Rock, folk, blues, country, no jazz. 
Good gear, can gig, call 387-3343. 


R&B band looking for bia layer. www.chain- 
offools.ca; Danny at (780) 909-5160. 


3 


BROADGAST ART: 
> 


17 


‘Classes start soon 
- Student Loans 
-HRSDC 


Vancouver, BC 


Phone 426- 1996 from 9 gam-5pm Mon- Fri ¢ Email offioedyisionaddy: com @ 10303-108St. Eamonton 


Deadline Tues at Noon * Print legibly on lines at right « Up to 45 Characters per line * Every letter, space or mark counts as one character » Allow one space following punctuation 


Vocal Improvisation Group—just starting! The 1s1 
Sat ea month; 1-4pm, using our voice as an instru- 
Ment in impro-excercises, in free vocal improvisation 
Estheranna (780) 432 2226 or e-mail: 
estheranna.st@gmx.ch 


Local a cappella group seeking singers. Looking 
for one male and one female, or two females. Contact 
info@svenblvd.com if you're interested. 


Multi-instrumentalist from Leduc looking for other 
musicians to create music together. 980-4009 


Wanted top 40/clessic rock and blues bands. 
Promo pack end GD ta Us Pu, 17S. Ron 


LOST AND FOUND 


FOUND: PINK iPOD on bus Nov. 7, Tues, 
ppb@telusplanet.net to |D. 


VOLUNTEER 


Mentors for Children/Youth: Act as a positive role 

model to children/youth in group care. Evenings or 

weekends. 2-3 hrs./wk. Various Edmonton location: 
Lily @ 432-1137. 


Want to stop smoking? | 
Nicotine Anonymous meetings: 7pm, et Wed, | 

Ebenezer United Church Hall, 106 Ave, 163St | 
Contact Gwynn 443-3020. 


TOLL FREE 


1.800.601.PAVI 
pacificav.com 


Print your ad here... 


CLASSIFIEDS 


: 
' 


On your question form it says “try to be 
interesting.” Hmm, performance anxiety 
and I'm only just talking about sex! 

My wife is very sensitive to tastes and 
she gags on my pre-cum. On the other 
hand, | really don’t like the reduced sen- 
sation of using a condom during oral sex. 
So | was considering temporarily sealing 
my urethra with some of that “liquid 
bandage” stuff—no mess for her, plenty 
of good feelings for me. 

| have several concerns: knowing this is 
used on small cuts it should be safe but 
are there any nasty solvents that would 
make this problematic? After its dried are 
there any risks if its ingested? If it works, 


VOLUNTEER 


Volunteer Yoga instructor: Strathcona Placo 
Sonior Contre, Ph Rita Mittolstendt 433-5807. 


Leisure Assist adults with intellectual 
disabilities to participate in leisure activities in their 
homes or in the community. Flexible hours. Various 


Edmonton locations. Lily @ 432-1137. 


Do You Know Someone Who Has Diabetes? 
Help find a cure. Volunteers are required for various 
fundraising events for the Alberta Diabetes 
Foundation. Ph Alberta Diabetes Foundation at 780- 
447-1451; e-mail; events@atdr.ab.ca; www.afdr.ab.ca 


International Week. Jan. 23-Feb. 2. A variety of 
Volunteers needed: Presentation assistants, publicity 
work, concert staff, general office help, event assis- 

tants. Contact Eli at international@ualberta.ca or drop 
into the International Centre at the U of A. 


CNIB is for volunteers with vision, 
adults (50+) to help seniors with vision loss, For more 
info call Catherine 453-8304. 


If you enjoy working in an office environment 
eal epi with seniors, this is a great opportu- 
nity to help us out only one day a week. Great com- 
puter experience! Call Deanna at 732-1221. 


Want to make a difference in someone's life? Teach 
an adult to read and write. We ate always looking for 
tutors in your area. Contact the Centre for Famil 
Literacy 421-7323 or find us online at 
www famlit.ca 


For Women Seekin 
Affairs & the Men 


| hope to use it often so how can it be 
removed without any lasting damage? 
LOVE, NEW SKIN 


DEAR SKIN 

Well, you succeeded. Your idea is inter- 
esting, and (this hardly ever happens) it is 
new. We oughtn't let the fact that it’s 
also kind of crazy stop us from celebrat- 
ing its novelty! 

Dude. That “New Skin" stuff contains 
contains alcohol and oil of cloves. Finger- 
nail polish “may” dissolve it. It can, appar- 
ently, stain floors and countertops. It is 
labeled for external use only, of course, 
and also as not for us on “mucous materi- 
als.” Is the inside of your urethra not a 
mucous material? My guess is this stuff 
will not permanently damage you but will 
hurt like hell, be difficult to remove if it 
gets inside, and is not anyway designed to 
fill holes, so it wouldn't even work. So, no. 

Or did you mean the newer, higher- 


Fall hours of Edmonton Bicycle Commuters, 
BikeWorks. Edmonton's volunteer run bike shop are 
Wed 5-9pm and Sat 12 (noon)-Spm. Hours are subject 
to change, please call ahead to confirm: 433-2453. 


Help to broadcast news for blind and print- 
restricted Edmontonians! Email edmonton@voice- 
printcanada.com, or call 451-8331. 


Do you want to have fun grandmas and 
i? We pay your gas! If you can spare 2 hours 
per week/ Monday-Fridays during the day and have 
your own vehicle, we would love to hear from you. Call 
Deanna at Seniors Driving Centre at 732-1221 


Volunteers Needed! to teach conversational 
English to adult immigrants at a public library. 
Various locations, avail. 1-2 days/wk. No Experience 
required, Call Judy 424-3545. 


Volunteers Needed! to be an interpreter for 
Spanish speaking newcomers to Canada. Call 
Judy 424-3545, 


Volunteers Needed! for simple clerical and non- 
solicitation phone calls. Downtawn, flexible schedule 
2-8 hours/week. Call Judy 424-3545. 


Volunteer for = more just society for immigrants 
and refugees. www.multiculturalcoalition.ca or call 
Janina 423-1973. 


Had Enough? 
Cocaine Anonymous 425-2715 


Want to Fulfill Them. 


tech liquid bandage stuff, the one that’s 
basically Dermabond aka Superglue? No. 
Anyway, have you not thought through 
the ejaculation problem? How, exactly, do 
expect this to work? 

Using a regular condom but rolling it 
down to cover just the glans is probably 
your best bet. Not creepy-cool like fake 
skin nor especially innovative, but also not 
capable of maiming you or requiring dra- 
matic and embarrassing medical interven- 
tion, which, if you think about it, is really 
the least we can ask of our marital aids. 
LOVE ANDREA 


DEAR ANDREA 

| love having raspberries blown on my 
tummy; you know, where the lips are 
placed against the tummy and then the 
person blows, causing a vibrating and 
tickling sensation. I've loved this ever 
since | was a child and also love doing it. 
| don’t know how to bring it up with 


SEX TRADE WORKERS 


INDEPENDANT MONIQUE, 31, 
FRENCH. CLASS WITH EXTRAORDINARY BEAU- 
TY. 413-0294 (24/7) 


FEMALES NEEDED!!! Make $799 US per 
month with a spy cam in your bedroom. Voyeur 
website is currently looking for young attractive 


girls 
Call Jamie for more info. 1-800-474-8401 


Chat live or meet local gay men. Try us for free! 
(780) 413-7144. Enter code 2310 


Cassandra: Hot Hungarian brunette; 36C-26-36; 
25 yrs; tight, toned, tanned; super fun; call for 
availability; 965-4968 


Amber: Outgoing redhead; just 18; brand new to 
the industry, 34B-26-32; very open minded; call 
for availability; 441-1330. 


Chrissy: Sexy hot Italian w/jet black hair; very 
busty; 23; ask her about special; call for avail- 
ability; 441-1330, 


Mae-Ling: 20 yr old Asian; great body; loves to 
pamper; no rush service; a delicate oriental gem; 
call for availability; 965-4968. 


Romantic 
ho 


Over 1,000,000 
Ad Profiles 


1-866-742-2218 


CLASSIFIEDS 


friends because I'm afraid they'd think | 
was weird. | only like women to do it to 
me, not guys! Is this unusual? 

LOVE, HERBERT 


DEAR HERB 
Not at all. | know a number of people 
who are fond of the zerbert—at least one 
of whom can be instantly yanked out of 
the deepest, sloughiest slough of 
despond by the judicious application of 
sputtering lips to belly—but they are all, 
of course, actual babies 

The reason nobody talks about this is 
it’s just something we do to entertain 
infants, like making faces or putting 
unusual objects on our heads. Few adults 
continue to laugh hysterically every time 
you put a stuffed pig on your head, and 
most would look askance at you for doing 
so yourself 

Look, | don’t think this is even sex, it's 
just something you do with your body that 


SPECIAL 


Neve cc Members! 


yee 


Hot Male Chat. 


cruiseline text - try for freel text “xtra” to SFREE ) 


isn’t eating or excreting or sports, and we 
have trouble categorizing bodily acts that 
aren't sex and aren't any of those things 
either. Massage, for instance, would get 
looked at funny even if there weren't such 
a thing as a “happy ending.” We'r t 
weird about bodies. Perhaps we d 


all try get over that, but | wouldn’t hold 
your breath 

All of that aside, though, nobody 
wants to hear you talk about this 
you're lucky enough to find yourself f 
icking naked with a. likely 
prospect, you can probably get 
it as a lighthearted jokey thing, but do 
bring it up over dinner. 

Probably because of the a n 
with babies, the only people ts 
we are allowed, even encouraged, to 
yank up without prelude or permis 
shmoozle their tummy-tum-tums, it 
seems a little unseemly. 

LOVE, ANDREA 


FREE Trial Code: 2385 


780.413.7122 
( Crincall ire 


75 min/$24.95: 1.900.451.2853 | 


NO MORE LONELY 


NIGHTS 


(Just pick up the phone) # 
Women Always FREE: 
702.2224 
FREE Trial for MEN: 
702.2223 
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KEYSTONE MUSIC 


VAN 
MORRISON 


mene - B, 


FEBRUARY 28 , 2007 * 7:30 PM 
REXALL PLACE 


Tickets on Sale Now 
ticketmaster.ca 780.451.8000 


www.vanmorrison.co.uk 


KEYSTONE www.keystonemusic.ca 
MUSIC 


Publications Mail Agreement #40022989 


University of Alberta Libraray 
Bibliographic Services - Serials 
5th Floor Cameron 

Edmonton, AG 

T6G 2)8 


U1VLLi TV HOWLERS 


WITH SPECIAL GUESTS TIM WILLIAMS & THE ELECTROFIRES 
JANUARY 20 ,2007 

* 8PM 

POLISH HALL 


~ 10960-104TH STREET, EDMONTON 


“A * Tickets available at Megatunes 
www.omarandthehowlers.com online http://tickets.keystonemusic.ca 


EMMY LOU 
HARRIS 


wit spreiaccurst CAROLINA STAR 


FEBRUARY 12 ,2007 * 8PM 
NORTHERN ALBERTA JUBILEE AUDITORIUM 
Tickets available at www.ticketmaster.ca 
Charge by Phone: (780) 451-8000 
www.emmylou.net 


J OHNNY WINTER 


WITH SPECIAL GUESTS 


DAVID GOGO BAND 


FEBRUARY 16 ,2007 * 8PM 


POLISH HALL 
10960-104TH STREET. EDMONTON 


Tickets available at Megatunes 
& online http://tickets.keystonemusic.ca 


FEBRUARY 23,2007 x 8PM 
MACLAB THEATRE 


CITADEL THEATRE COMPLEX 
Tickets available at 
Citadel Theatre Box Office (780) 425-1820 
& online at www.citadeltheatre.com 


ckua: Megatunes 


VISIT WWW.KEYSTONEMUSIC.CA TO SIGN UP FOR PRE-SALE NOTICE OF UPCOMING EVENTS. 
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